
 
 

 
Cambridge City Council Meeting Announcement and Agenda 

Monday, August 19, 2024 at 6:00 PM 
Cambridge City Hall, 300 3rd Avenue NE 

 
Members of the audience are encouraged to follow the agenda. 

Agendas are available on the table just outside the Council Chambers door. 
 

Tentative 
Time 

Agenda Item 

6:00 pm 1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
  
 2. Citizens Forum 
  
6:02 pm 3. Approval of Agenda 
  
 4. Consent Agenda 
 A. Approval of Regular City Council Meeting Minutes for August 5, 2024 (p. 2) 
 B. Approve Warrants 129599-129941 and ACH/Wire items totaling $4,070,938.40 (p. 8) 
 C. Approve R24-058 Application for Payment #3 from Douglas-Kerr for 2024 Street and 

Central Trail Improvements (p. 62) 
 D. Approve Street Closure for Customer Appreciation Event (p. 71) 
 E. Approve R24-059 Accepting Restricted Donations for Night to Unite (p. 73) 
 F. Approve R24-054 for an Interim Use Permit to Allow Fowl (chickens) at 721 3rd Ave SW 

(p. 75) 
 G.     Approve SRO MOU (p. 79) 
 5. Work Session 
  
 6. Unfinished Business 
 A. Approve Ordinance No. 788 amending the Scenic River II district to allow fowl (p. 86) 
 B. Approve Ordinance No. 789 amending the Professional/Medical zoning district to allow 

storage pods (p. 90) 
 7. New Business 
 A. Approve purchase of two Ford Explorer Police Squads (p. 92) 
 B. Approve agreement with North Star Family Advocacy Center (p. 93) 
 C.  Approve Ordinance No. 790 Amending Business Districts to allow bars/taprooms (p. 96) 
 8. Commission Minutes and Committee Reports 
 A.     Planning Commission meeting DRAFT minutes from August 6, 2024 (p. 99) 
 9. Mayor’s Report 
  
 10. Council Concerns 
  

300 Third Avenue NE  (763) 689-3211 
Cambridge, MN 55008 (763) 689-6801 FAX 
 www.ci.cambridge.mn.us 



 11. City Attorney’s Report 
  
 12. City Administrator’s Report 
  
 13. Adjourn 

Notice to the hearing impaired: Upon request to City Staff, assisted hearing devices are available for 
public use. Accommodations for wheelchair access, Braille, large print, etc. can be made by calling 
City Hall at 763-689-3211 at least three days prior to the meeting.  
 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at City Hall in Council Chambers 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events 
Date Time Meeting/Event  
Thursday, August 22, 2024 10:00 am Free Kids Event –Bounce Houses in the Park 
Friday, August 30, 2024 5:00 pm Concert in the Park – The Crown Jewels 
Tuesday, September 3, 2024 6:00 pm City Council 
Wednesday, September 4, 2024 7:00 pm Planning Commission 
Monday, September 16, 2024 5:45 pm EDA 
Monday, September 16, 2024 6:00 pm City Council 
Tuesday, October 1, 2024 7:00 pm Planning Commission 
Monday, October 7, 2024 6:00 pm City Council 
Monday, October 14, 2024 7:00 pm Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission 
Monday, October 21, 2024 5:45 pm EDA 
Monday, October 21, 2024 6:00 pm City Council 
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Cambridge City Council Meeting Minutes 
August 5, 2024 

 
A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held at Cambridge City Hall Council Chambers, 
300 3rd Avenue NE, Cambridge, Minnesota, 55008. 
 
Members Present: Mayor James Godfrey; Councilmembers Aaron Berg, Mark Ziebarth, and Bob 

Shogren. 
 
Members Absent: Councilmember Lisa Iverson. 
 
Staff Present: City Administrator Vogel, Deputy City Administrator Smith, Finance Director 

Moe, Utilities/Public Works Director Schwab, Community Development Director 
Westover, City Engineer Anderson, Police Chief Machin, Deputy Police Chief 
Hagen, Police Officer Corbett, Fire Chief Bustrom, and Assistant to the City 
Administrator Seiberlich. 

 
Call to Order  
Godfrey called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
Godfrey requested to add Item 7F R24-057 Appointing Additional Election Judges.  
 
Ziebarth moved, seconded by Berg, to approve the amended agenda.  All voted aye, no nays, motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Swearing in of Officer Corbett 
Machin introduced Trevor Corbett and swore him in as an officer for the Cambridge Police 
Department.  
 
Consent Agenda 
Shogren requested to pull 7E Declare Cambridge Fire Department Trucks & Equipment Surplus 
Property. 
 
Berg moved, seconded by Ziebarth, to approve consent agenda Items A-D and F: 
 

A. Approval of Regular City Council Meeting Minutes for July 15, 2024 and Special Housing Study 
Meeting Minutes from July 1, 2024  

B. Draft June 2024 Financial Statements 
C. League of MN Cities Insurance Trust Municipal Tort Liability Coverage Waiver Form 
D. Resolution R24-055 Approve Restricted Donation to Cambridge Fire Dept 
E. Declare Cambridge Fire Department Trucks & Equipment Surplus Property 
F. Approval of Hiring Robert Novack as a part-time Cashier for Northbound Liquor 

 
Upon roll call, Godfrey, Shogren, Ziebarth, and Berg voted aye, no nays.  Motion carried. 
 
E.      Declare Cambridge Fire Department Trucks & Equipment Surplus Property 
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Shogren was in favor of declaring the equipment as surplus property, but would like to offer it for sale 
to neighboring departments before going to open auction. 
 
Shogren motioned, seconded by Godfrey, to declare the Cambridge Fire Department trucks and 
equipment as surplus property, and offering it for sale to neighboring departments before going to 
open auction. All voted aye, no nays, motion passed. 
 
Work Session 
No work session 
 
Unfinished Business 
No unfinished business 
 
New Business 
A. Dog Park Expansion 
Schwab said original dog park was built in 2007 at a temporary location east of Sanquist Park, that is 
now home to a solar farm. The park was moved to its present location next to the Community Garden 
in 2017. It was constructed with one large fenced area that is shared by all dogs, big and small. The 
park use has increased every year since its construction and is now a heavily used facility. Over the 
years there has been numerous issues of large and small dog interaction with the small dogs usually 
coming out on the short end of the stick. The volume of dogs that frequent the park justifies the 
addition of a fenced area just for small dogs.  
  
Staff obtained quotes for fencing a 100-foot by 150-foot area to be connected to the south side of the 
existing dog park fence. Arrow Fence was the low quote at $9,470.00. 
 
Shogren motioned, seconded by Ziebarth, to allow staff to proceed with the expansion of the existing 
dog park to include a small dog section not to exceed $11,970.00, which includes concrete work. All 
voted aye, no nays, motion carried. 
 
Godfrey asked when the park would be complete, Schwab said it should be done by fall.  
 
B. Public Works and Utilities Departments Safety Items  
Schwab reported the Safety Committee identified areas of improvement needed to make Public 
Works and Utility facilities more secure for staff. The areas identified are an updated security camera 
system, automatic entrance gates, and access control systems. 
 
Staff solicited quotes for each area of update, each quote is for specific equipment that was supplied 
by the same manufacturer as equipment that is already located at Airport, City Hall, Police and Fire 
Department facilities. The purchase of equipment that is consistent with our existing equipment will 
save dollars in the long term. There is an outdated camera system at the Public Works plant that 
would be replaced, the new cameras will have motion sensors at night. The FOB system would be tied 
to the server at City Hall. The gate will have a loop system that opens from the inside when driven 
over, but is accessed via FOB from the outside. An added security benefit is this also tracks those who 
enter the facility. 
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Godfrey asked if any equipment was mandated by Homeland Security, Schwab replied not currently. 
This is an effort to make the work environment safer for employees, in the past there have been 
incidences with angry residents that have had to be escorted out of the facility. 
 
Shogren asked the threshold on soliciting bids, Moe replied if the project is over $175,000 there 
needs to be sealed bids, if between $125,000 and $175,000 there needs to be two quotes. If there 
are existing systems that require compatibility, using a certain provider can be mandated. Schwab 
said the new equipment would tie into the existing equipment in the city.  
 
Shogren motioned, seconded by Berg, to authorize staff to complete the recommended safety 
improvements not to exceed $192,818.21. All voted aye, no nays, motion passed unanimously. 
 
C. 2025 Street Improvements-Approve Resolution R24-056 Ordering Feasibility Report and 
Approving Engineering Services Proposal 
Anderson said staff held a public hearing in June to finance the 2025 project, the next step is to 
authorize the survey and the feasibility report. The project area includes Sout Main Street from 24th 
Ave SW to Highway 65; Central Ave SW from Main Street to Fern Street South and Fern Street South 
east of Central Ave SW; 25th Ave SW East of South Main Street; and 40th Ave SW from city limits to 
South Main Street.  
 
Anderson continued, some items that will be researched for the report include reviewing a four to 
three lane conversion of South Main determined by traffic counts, a potential roundabout by 40th 
Street, and 1st Street between Main Street and the railroad would get new water and sewer and a 
new urban street with curb and gutter.  
 
Anderson said there would be a neighborhood meeting scheduled for later in August, a report to 
Council at the October 7th meeting, at which an improvement and assessment meeting would be set 
for the November 4th meeting. Plans will be worked on over the winter and submitted to state aid by 
February. Authorization to solicit bids would be brought forth in March, and bids approved and 
construction started by spring.  
 
Shogren noted that 40th Ave shows on many maps as County Road 43, and asked if the project section 
was a city street or county road. Anderson believed it was city-owned but would verify for the report. 
Schwab said it is a city-owned street east of the railroad tracks. 
 
Berg motioned, seconded by Ziebarth, to approve Resolution R24-056 ordering preparation of a 
feasibility report for the 2025 Street Improvements and approve the Engineering Services Proposal. 
All voted aye, no nays, motion passed. 
 
D. Pay rate change for Election Judges  
Shogren requested to recuse himself due to having a relative serving as an election judge. 
 
Vogel said the city is behind in pay compared to the rest of the area for election judges. Civic service 
is down in general, and it is not easy to recruited election judges. Staff do not want to lose judges to 
the surrounding area, and want to ensure pay is competitive. Others are paying $15.00 to 20.00 per 
hour for election judges. Staff recommend an increase in pay from $10.00 to $15.00 for election 
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judges, and $12.50 to $17.50 for head election judges, and to reconsider a higher wage next election 
season.  
 
Vogel continued, increasing pay should help us retain our current highly skilled election judges that 
work for us most every cycle, and attract new judges when the City solicits this fall. This is estimated 
to cost $5,000 for the City, but that would vary depending on the number of hours worked.  
 
Ziebarth asked if this increase was for the General Election, or included the Primary Election too? 
Vogel replied this increase was for any elections held by the City. 
 
Berg motioned, seconded by Ziebarth, to approve pay rate change of $15.00 for election judges and 
$17.50 for head election judges.  
 
Ziebarth noted it would be helpful to have a breakdown in comparison to other cities to understand 
fiscal impact. Vogel said the list does not currently exist, but could create one with communication 
with neighboring townships and cities. 
 
Upon vote, all voted aye, no nays. Motion passed 3/0 with Shogren abstaining. 
 
 
E. digiTICKET Agreement 
Machin said the Isanti County Sheriff’s Office (ICSO) will be switching its records management system 
(RMS) from LETG to Oracle in early winter.  The Cambridge Police Department also uses LETG through 
the ICSO’s server, once they switch to Oracle the department will no longer be able to use LETG.  The 
ICSO, through federal grants, will pay for the switchover to Oracle, and for the next three years. There 
are things the department will have to pay for, such as a ticket writing solution, since Oracle does not 
offer a ticket writing solution. After looking at different options, digiTICKET is the most cost-effective 
option that meets the department’s needs.   
 
Finance Director Moe determined that there are sufficient existing funds to cover both the initial 
$6,666.00 startup fee and the $59.00 monthly user fee per officer. For sixteen officers this would 
average $944.00 per month, or $11,328 per year. There is a discount if paid up front. 
 
Shogren motioned, seconded by Berg, to approve the service agreement with digiTICKET contingent 
upon the department being able to set up the Oracle tablets to meet BCA CJIS standards.  
 
Ziebarth asked if it was normal for cities to follow the same decision as the county, Machin replied 
each entity can make their own decision, but for the department to get its own RMS, the City would 
need to purchase a server, pay the initial upfront cost of approximately $100,000, and likely would 
need to have added expenses for IT services.  
 
Upon vote, all voted aye, no nays. Motion carried. 
 
7F R24-057 Appointing Additional Election Judges 
Vogel said two individuals expressed interest in being election judges for the City after appointing the 
last resolution for election judges. With the upcoming Primary Election, it was important to add these 
judges to the schedule. 
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Berg motioned, seconded by Ziebarth, to approve R24-057 Appointing Additional Election Judges. All 
ayes, no nays, motion passes unanimously. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Godfrey said tomorrow is the annual Night to Unite starting at 4 pm in the Cambridge Fire Hall. The 
new fire truck will be on display, himself and Machin will attend various parties, Ziebarth and Berg 
will attend others. Primary Elections will be on August 13th, he encouraged people to take advantage 
of their right to vote. The next budget meeting will be held on August 19th. 
 
Council Concerns 
No Council concerns 
 
City Attorney’s Report 
No City Attorney’s report 
 
City Administrator’s Report 
Vogel expressed his appreciation to the staff who worked hard to set up and administrator the 
upcoming election, and the election judges who help things run smoothly.  
 
Adjournment of Council Meeting 
Being no further business before the City Council, Berg moved, seconded by Ziebarth, to adjourn the 
regular meeting at 6:32 pm. All voted aye, no nays, motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 James A. Godfrey, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Evan Vogel, City Administrator 
 















































































































4C 2024 Street Improvements & Central Drive Trail Improv    August 19, 2024 
 
Prepared by:  Caroline Moe, Director of Finance 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC is submitting Pay Request #3 for work completed 
through August 2, 2024 on the 2024 Street Improvements and Central Drive Trail 
Improvements.  City Engineer, Short Elliott Hendrickson, has reviewed the pay 
request and is recommending payment in the amount of $1,035,438.46.   
 
The Council awarded this contract to Douglas-Kerr LLC at its April 15, 2024, 
meeting and construction began earlier this spring. 
 
Fiscal Note—the 2024 Street Project was a budgeted project for 2024.  Project is 
currently under budget. 
 
Compatibility with Strategic Goals: 
The 2024 Street Project supports the City Council core strategy #4—Be 
responsible and flexible in managing the City’s administrative functions, 
specifically the objective stated to maintain and execute a detailed capital 
improvement program with financing sources.  
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION 
 
Staff recommends to Council to authorize partial payment request No. 3 to 
Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC for $1,035,438.46.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

• Resolution R24-058 Authorizing Partial Payment #3 to Douglas-Kerr LLC 
for the 2024 Street Improvements. 

• Douglas-Kerr Underground LLC Application for Payment #3 for 2024 Street 
Improvements and Central Drive Trail Improvements.   

 



 
Resolution R24-058 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING WORK AND AUTHORIZING  

PARTIAL PAYMENT TO DOUGLAS-KERR UNDGROUND LLC 
(2024 STREET IMPROVEMENT AND CENTRAL DRIVE TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT) 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to a written contract signed with the City of Cambridge, Douglas-

Kerr Underground LLC has satisfactorily completed a portion of the 2024 Street Improvements 
and Central Drive Trail Improvements Project in accordance with such contract and;  
 

WHEREAS, City Engineer, S.E.H., has reviewed the work through August 2, 2024, and 
recommends payment in the amount of $1,035,438.46 (Partial Payment #3); 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Cambridge, Minnesota, 
that the work completed to date under said contract is hereby accepted and approved and; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administrator is hereby directed to authorize 
payment on such contract in the amount of $1,035,438.46 
 
 
Adopted by the Cambridge City Council this 19th day of August, 2024. 

 
 

          _______________________________ 
    Jim Godfrey, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Evan Vogel, City Administrator 
 

 
 
 

















4D Road Closure Request for Cambridge Customer Appreciation Event August 19th, 2024  
 
Prepared by: Shawn Machin – Chief of Police 
 
 
Background: 
The 2024 Downtown Customer Appreciation Event will take place on Friday, September 13th from 
4:00 – 8:00 pm. The Event’s planning group is requesting the closure of: 
 

Main Street North from Highway 95 to Second Ave. NE 
Main Street South from Highway 95 to Third Avenue SE/SW 

Adams Street from Highway 95 to Third Avenue SE 
Second Avenue SW/SE from Birch to Buchanan St. S 

Ashland Street S from mid-block South of Main St to Third Ave SE 
Entrances and exits to the alleys within this area 

 
from 1:00 pm until 10:00 pm or until clean-up is complete.   
 
The City has not had any issues with the event. This event is covered under the City’s general liability 
insurance.  
 

 
 



Recommendation: 
Allow roads to be blocked off for this event 
 
Compatibility with Core Strategies and Strategic Objectives: 
Core Strategy #1 – Encourage and facilitate the revitalization and restoration of a vibrant downtown. 
Bullet point #2 – Develop public spaces where public interaction can take place. 
Although temporary, blocking these roads of for this event creates a public space for citizens to 
gather. 
 
Fiscal Note: 
N/A 
 
Attachments: 
N/A 
  



4E Accept Restricted Donations for Night to Unite                                                   August 19, 2024 
 
Prepared by: Caroline Moe, Director of Finance 
 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The City of Cambridge received donations of food and supplies from Target for Night to Unite 
including the following:  
 

• 180 Hot dogs 
• 200 Hamburger buns 
• 180 Hot dog buns 
• 8 jars of hamburger dill pickles 
• 4 bottles of ketchup 
• 3 bottles of mustard 

• 10 cases of pop 
• 6 cases of water 
• 280 paper plates 
• 500 napkins 
• 150 plastic spoons 
• 18 tablecloths 

 
The City of Cambridge received the two cases of hamburgers from Sidelines for Night to Unite: 
 
The City of Cambridge received the following gift cards for Night to Unite: 

• Walmart $100 
• Fleet Farm $50 
• Cub Foods $50 

 
As required by MN State Statute, restricted donations must be officially accepted by the City 
Council and thus we are including it for action on this agenda.   
 
Compatibility with Strategic Goals: 
 
While this is action is required by MN State Statute, it is also supporting the following: 
 
Core strategy #5—Foster engaged, informed, and involved citizens and community, specifically 
related to the strategic objective of build trust with the community by maintaining clean audits, 
clear communication, and transparency.  Approval of restricted donation is necessary to receive 
clean audit results.    
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION 
Officially accept the donations by approving the attached resolution.  
 
 
Attachments 
Resolution No. R24-059 
 



RESOLUTION NO. R24-059 
 
 
 
 

Resolution Accepting Restricted Donations to the City of Cambridge  
for Night to Unite  

 
 

 
WHEREAS, Target has made a donation of food and supplies with the 

restriction that the funds be used for Night to Unite; 
 
WHEREAS, Walmart has made a donation of $100 with the restriction that 

the funds be used for Night to Unite; 
 
WHEREAS, Fleet Farm has made a donation of $50 with the restriction 

that the funds be used for Night to Unite; 
 
WHEREAS, Cub Foods has made a donation of $50 with the restriction 

that the funds be used for Night to Unite; 
 
WHEREAS, Sidelines has made a donation of two cases of hamburgers 

with the restriction that the funds be used for Night to Unite; 
 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Cambridge, 
Minnesota, that the donations detailed above are hereby received and accepted 
for the purposes as described above. 
 
 
Adopted this 19th day of August, 2024. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                  

 James Godfrey, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
                                                          
Evan Vogel, City Administrator 

 
 



4F City Council 
Interim Use Permit-Keeping of Fowl                          August 19, 2024                      

Overview 
The request is from Brian Graning, 721 3rd Ave SW, to keep chickens at the property through an 
Interim Use Permit (IUP).  The request is to keep up to six (6) chickens on the property, the 
maximum allowed by City Code. Properties with less than three (3) acres are allowed up to six 
(6) chickens.  The property is approximately 0.33 Acres.   

In addition, a run is required to be attached to the coop since the property is less than five (5) 
acres (no free ranging).  The coop as shown meets the required setbacks as identified for 
accessory structures.  The coop as shown is 10’ from the side property line and 30’ from any 
adjacent residential dwellings.   

City code allows the keeping of fowl with an Interim Use Permit (IUP).  An IUP is temporary and 
must have an end date.  A reasonable end date for this type of request is two years.  The 
applicant is allowed to apply for an extension prior to the termination of the IUP.  If an extension 
is requested, the Planning Commission will review the keeping of chickens on this property to 
see if there have been any violations or complaints and can determine if the extension should 
be granted.  At any time through the term of the IUP, if violations exist, the IUP can be revoked.   

Planning Commission Action   
The Planning Commission unanimously (7/0) motioned to approve the draft resolution as 
presented to allow an Interim Use Permit for two (2) years to allow up to six (6) chickens on the 
property as long as the conditions listed can be met. 

 Conditions:  

1. The Interim Use Permit is non-transferrable and only issued to Brian Graning, 721 3rd 
Ave SW. 

2. The Interim Use Permit shall expire on August 19, 2026.   
3. Section 156.067 Keeping of Fowl of the City Code must be met at all times, including 

but not limited to:  
a. leg banding is required and serial numbers must be submitted to City. 
b. no roosters shall be kept on the property 
c. no sale of eggs 

City Council Action   

Motion to approve Resolution R24-054 allowing up to 6 chickens for 2 years at 721 3rd Ave SW 
with the conditions listed above.  
 

Attachments 
1. Coop Plan 
2. Site Plan 
3. Draft Resolution 
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Resolution No. R24-054 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INTERIM USE PERMIT 
TO ALLOW THE KEEPING OF FOWL 

721 3rd AVENUE SW 
  

 WHEREAS, Brian Graning, 721 3rd Ave SW, Cambridge, MN, 55008, representative of the property 
located at: 

 
Lots 3 & 4, Block 9, Congers Addition, Isanti County, Minnesota  
 

has applied for an Interim Use Permit to allow the keeping of Fowl on the property; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Agency of the City has completed a review of the application and made a report 
pertaining to said request, a copy of which has been presented to the City Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City, on the 6th day of August, 2024, following proper 

notice, held a public hearing to review the Interim Use Permit request; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the Interim Use Permit as long as the 
conditions are met; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council, on the 19th day of August, 2024, reviewed the Planning Commission's 

recommendation and the information prepared by the Planning Agency of the City and found that the Interim 
Use for the keeping of certain fowl is reasonable and compatible with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning code. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Cambridge, Minnesota, approves the Interim 

Use Permit to allow an Interim Use Permit for two (2) years to allow up to six (6) chickens on the property as 
long as the conditions listed can be met. 

 
 Conditions:  

1. The Interim Use Permit is non-transferrable and only issued to Brian Graning, 721 3rd Ave SW. 
2. The Interim Use Permit shall expire on August 19, 2026.   
3. Section 156.067 Keeping of Fowl of the City Code must be met at all times, including but not limited 

to:  
a. leg banding is required and serial numbers must be submitted to City. 
b. no roosters shall be kept on the property 
c. no sale of eggs 

 
Adopted by the Cambridge City Council this 19th day of August, 2024. 
 
 
 
 ____________________________________ 
ATTEST:  James A. Godfrey, Mayor 
    
____________________________________ 
Evan C. Vogel, City Administrator 



4G – School Resource Officer agreement with Cambridge Isanti District 911  August 19, 2024  
 
Prepared by: Shawn Machin – Chief of Police 
 
 
Background: 
The contracts for School Resource Officer (SRO) services with Cambridge Isanti School District 911 
expired at the end of this past school year. Christopher Kampa, the Director of Finance and 
Operations for ISD 911 and Superintendent Nate Rudolph met with me on August 8th. We discussed 
the MOU and determined that neither side requested any changes.  Later that day, the district 
emailed the updated MOU to the City. 
 
The MOU has been reviewed by myself and City Administrator Vogel, with no changes suggested. The 
MOU is the same as the one that was previously in place, with the only change being the dates that it 
is in effect. This MOU will run for 3 years. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
I recommend that the City sign the Memorandum of Understanding and renew the three year 
contract for School Resource Officer services with Cambridge Isanti School District 911. 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Between the 
City of Cambridge and Cambridge-Isanti Schools, District 911 

Regarding the School Resource Officer Program 
 

This agreement made and entered into this ______ day of _____________________, 2024, by and 
between the City of Cambridge and Cambridge-Isanti Schools, District 911. For purposed of this 
agreement, all references to a school resource officer refers to the acting school resource officer (SRO). 

 
A. Goals and Objectives 

1. Establish a positive working relationship in a cooperative effort to prevent juvenile delinquency and 
assist in student development. 

 
2. Maintain a safe and secure environment at all Cambridge-Isanti schools, creating an atmosphere 

conducive to learning. 
 

3. Prevent juvenile delinquency through education and enforcement. 
 

4. Assist in student development by providing learning opportunities and presentations. 
 

5. Assist in district Positive Behavioral Intervention Strategies (PBIS) structures in our schools to 
support a positive school environment. 

 
6. Promote positive attitudes regarding the police role in society and to inform students of their 

rights and responsibilities as lawful citizens. 
 

B. Employment and Assignment of School Resource Officer (SRO) 
 

I. The Cambridge Police Department agrees to provide a School Resource Officer to the following 
schools: 

 
a. Cambridge Middle School 
b. Cambridge Intermediate School 
c. Cambridge Primary School 
d. Woodland Campus 

 
2. The Cambridge Police Department agrees to provide a School Resource Officer to the following 

school: 
 

a. Cambridge-Isanti High School 
 

3. The Cambridge Police Department shall select the School Resource Officer and assign the officer as 
appropriate. 

 
4. In the event the SRO is absent from work, the SRO shall notify his supervisor at the police department 

and the principal at the school to which he is assigned. The Cambridge Police Chief will make 
reasonable attempts to fill those hours with another available officer at the Chiefs discretion. In the 
event that no replacement is available the District will still be obligated to pay costs associated with 
those hours. 
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5. The School Resource Officer shall remain an employee of the City of Cambridge and is not  an employee 

of the Cambridge-Isanti School District. The School District and the City of Cambridge acknowledge that 
the School Resource Officer must remain responsive to both entities. 

 
6. The District agrees that the SRO shall act as an agent of the District. 

 

C. Hours and Special Events 
 

1. The SRO is assigned to the school on an hourly basis based on the funding agreed to in section R of the 
document. During regular school hours,  the SRO may  be off campus performing  such tasks as may 
be required by his/her assignment. 

 
2. When school is not in session due to holidays, workshops, snow days or other events, the SRO will 

be expected to report for uniformed patrol duty at the police department unless otherwise directed by 
the Chief of Police. 

 
3. The assignment of police personnel for all school sponsored off-duty events shall be the 

responsibility of the Cambridge Police Department upon written request by a Cambridge-Isanti 
Schools administrator (Superintendent, Director, Principal,  or Assistant Principal).  All overtime 
compensation shall be paid by the requesting entity. 

 
4. The School Resource Officer shall wear his/her uniform and carry his/her duty weapon while at 

school unless an alternative uniform or clothing is approved by the Chief of Police. 
 

D. Duties of the School Resource Officer (SRO) 
 

I. The SRO shall assist the principal in developing plans and strategies to prevent and/or minimize dangerous 
situations that may occur on campus. 

 
2. The SRO shall present programs on various topics to students. Subjects shall include a basic 

understanding of law, the role of law enforcement, drug awareness, anger management, and the 
mission of law enforcement. 

 
3. The SRO is encouraged  to interact with students on an individual  basis and in small groups. 

 
4. The SRO shall make themselves available for conferences involving teachers, parents, and faculty. 

 
5. The SRO shall be familiar with agencies and resources that offer assistance to youth and their 

families and make referrals to agencies when necessary. 
 

6. The SRO shall take law enforcement action when necessary. 
 

7. The SRO shall contact the principal of the school about his/her actions to make them aware of 
arrest or crime situations. 

 
8. The SRO shall notify the principal or his designee before removing a student from school. 

 
9. At the Principal's request the SRO may take law enforcement action against intruders and 
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unwanted guests who appear on school property. This includes the utilization of the building security 
monitoring system. 

 
10. The SRO shall conduct investigations of crimes, which occur at his/her assigned schools and use 

other resources if needed for follow-up investigations. 
 

11. The SRO shall not be involved in determining consequences for school policy violations. 
However, if the principal believes an incident is a violation of the law, they may contact the SRO 
to see if law enforcement action is needed. 

 
12. The SRO may be present when a principal or other school administrator conducts a search if 

requested or if school personnel fear for their safety. 
 

13. The SRO shall follow the policies of the Cambridge Police Department when confiscating drugs from 
a student on school property. 

 
14. The SRO shall conduct all investigations, interviews, and searches in accordance with the 

policies of the Cambridge Police Department and the laws of the State of Minnesota. 
 

15. Reference attached SRO Position Description. 
 

16. The SRO shall investigate and coordinate mandatory reporting investigations involving child abuse in 
cooperation with school and county social workers. 

 
17. The SRO shall work closely with school administration, counselors, chemical health advisors, human 

rights officers, student assistance teams and others as appropriate to assist in the identification of pre-
delinquent children, and attempt to eliminate delinquency-producing factors. Accept assignments and 
follow-up referrals requested by school staff members. 

 
18. The SRO shall attend school staff meetings, when requested by the administration, as a resource 

person in developing and adopting procedures that will contribute to the prevention of juvenile 
delinquency. 

 
19. The SRO must have knowledge of the practices and philosophy of the school district and the police 

department concerning the handling of troubled youth. 
 

20. The SRO is to consult, on a regular basis, with the School Administrators in order to determine any 
special concerns or needs. 

 
21. The SRO shall maintain regular communications with building administrators and follow 

appropriate chain of command for school-related issues. 
 

E. Assignment of School Resource Officers. The City will assign one full-time licensed SRO to perform SRO 
duties on a full-time basis during each scheduled school day (see section R for determining scheduled days). 
Although stationed at a particular school, the SRO is expected to perform SRO duties at the District's other 
schools, as needed. 

 
1. Absences. If the SRO is absent for more than 10 consecutive school days, the City will undertake 

reasonable efforts to assign another licensed peace officer to serve as a temporary replacement and 
perform the regular SRO's duties during any additional absences. 

 
2. Vehicles, Equipment, and Training. The City is responsible for providing the SRO with a vehicle 
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and all necessary law enforcement equipment, including any necessary electronic devices except as 
outlined in section P. The City is also responsible for providing training and education to provide 
services pursuant to this Agreement. 

 
3. Objections to Personnel. A District representative will sit on the interview panel that interviews 

peace officers who apply for an SRO assignment. Although the final hiring decision lies with the 
City, the City will undertake reasonable efforts to assign peace officers who are acceptable to the 
District. The District will notify the Cambridge Chief of Police of any concerns related to the 
performance of an SRO. If the concern relates to the officer's performance, the District will notify the 
Cambridge Chief of Police. Any request for reassignment of an SRO that is based on work related 
concerns must be made in writing to the Cambridge Chief of Police. The City will have thirty (30) 
calendar days to demonstrate to the District's satisfaction that the concern has been addressed. 

 
F. Relationship of the Parties. Nothing in this Agreement may be construed to create a partnership or joint 

venture between the District and the City. Neither party has any authority or power to take any unilateral 
action that could legally bind the other party. For purposes of the Minnesota Government Data Practices 
Act, each party is considered to be an independent contractor relative to the other party. 

 
G. Liability and Indemnification. Each party is solely responsible for the act(s) and omission(s) of its own 

officers, employees, officials, agents, and representatives. To the extent permitted by law, each party 
agrees to indemnify the other party from any and all damages, liability, judgments, claims, expenses, 
attorney fees, and costs resulting from any act or omission of any of its officers, employees, officials, 
agents, or representatives. Each party's liability, if any, is limited under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 466, 
and nothing in this Agreement may be deemed to constitute a waiver of those limits. 

 
H. Prohibited Actions. In the absence of exigent circumstances, a school resource officer who is employed 

by the City may not interview a student on school property about criminal activity or potential criminal 
activity unless: (a) the officer is conducting a maltreatment of minor investigation; or (b) the crime has 
occurred, is alleged to have occurred, may have occurred, is occurring, or is reasonably expected to occur 
in the near future on school property or at a school sponsored event or activity; or (c) the officer has 
obtained permission from the building principal and from the student's parent or guardian if feasible 
and/or practical and would not jeopardize the investigation or put the student in any further harm if parent 
permission was obtained prior to interviewing them; or the student, if the student is eighteen (18) years 
of age or older. In addition, a school resource officer may not participate in recommending or determining 
student discipline or in investigating incidents of student discipline which do not involve potential 
criminal activity. 

 
I. Execution of Arrest Warrants. When executing an arrest warrant for a student on school property, a 

school resource officer must make reasonable efforts to protect other students and staff members who are 
present and to avoid undue embarrassment to the student who is being arrested. This paragraph is not 
intended to prevent an officer from taking immediate action to arrest a student who is fleeing or who 
presents an imminent and substantial risk of harm to self, others, or property. 

 
J. Data Practices. All government data that are collected, created, received, or maintained as a result of 

this Agreement will be handled in accordance with all applicable federal and state laws, including, but 
not limited to, the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act ("MGDPA"). The parties recognize that 
educational data maintained by the District are protected under the MGDPA and under the Family 
Educational Rights Privacy Act ("FERPA"), including its implementing regulations at 34 C.F.R. part 
99. The parties acknowledge that unless a statutory exception applies, the District may not disclose 
private educational data to an SRO without the written consent of the student's parent or guardian (or 
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the written consent of the student if the student is eighteen (18) years of age or older); a lawfully 
issued subpoena; or a court order. Nothing in this Agreement may be construed to modify the 
responsibilities of either party under the MGDPA or the District's responsibilities under FERPA 

 
K. No Unlawful Discrimination. The District and the City each agree to provide equal employment 

opportunities to all employees and applicants for employment in accordance with all applicable federal, 
state, and local laws. No person may be excluded from full employment rights in, participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in any program, service, or activity 
based on race, color, religion, age, sex, disability, marital status, sexual preference, HIV status, public 
assistance status, creed, or national origin. In addition, the District and the City each specifically agree not 
to discriminate unlawfully against any student in any program, service, activity, or decision based  on 
race, color, religion, age, sex, disability, marital status, sexual preference, HIV status, public assistance 
status, creed, or national origin. 

 
L. Waiver and Enforcement. The failure to insist on compliance with any term, covenant, or condition 

contained in this Agreement must not be deemed to be a waiver of that term, covenant, or condition, 
nor will any waiver or relinquishment of any right or power contained in this Agreement at any time be 
deemed to be a waiver or relinquishment of any right or power at any other time. Each party is to be 
responsible for its own costs, expenses, and any attorneys' fees associated with this Agreement and any 
related matters, including enforcement of this Agreement. 

 
M. Equal Drafting. In the event that either party asserts that a provision of this Agreement is ambiguous, 

this Agreement must be construed to have been drafted equally by the Parties. 
 

N. Choice of Law, Forum and Severability. This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of 
Minnesota. The parties agree that the Minnesota state and federal courts will have exclusive jurisdiction 
over any dispute arising out of this Agreement. If a court determines that any part of this Agreement is 
unlawful or unenforceable, the remaining portions of the Agreement will remain in full force and effect. 

 
0. Entire Agreement, Changes, and Effect. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between 

the District and the City regarding SRO duties and additional services. This Agreement supersedes any 
inconsistent statements or promises made by either party. This Agreement also supersedes and 
terminates any prior or existing agreements or contracts regarding the same or any similar subject 
matter. Neither party has relied upon any statements, promises, agreements, or representations that are 
not stated in this Agreement. No changes to this Agreement are valid unless they are in writing and 
signed by both parties. A copy of this Agreement has the same legal effect as the original. 

 
P. Rights and Duties of the School Board. The school board shall provide the following materials and 

facilities which are deemed necessary to perform the duties of the SRO: 
 

I. Access to an air conditioned and properly lighted private office containing a telephone line to be 
used for general business purposes. 

 
2. A desk with drawers, a chair, and a filing cabinet which can be locked and secured. 

 
3. Access to a computer terminal or computer hookup. 

 
4. Provide the SRO with a cell phone with a voice and data plan and pay the actual costs associated 

with such service. The will allow for immediate access and enhanced communications between 
school officials, the SRO and the police department and will allow the SRO to be part of the 
district's alert system. 
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Q. Termination of Contract. Either party may end this agreement within 30 days after reasonable 
attempts have been made to resolve any disputes . The 30-day timeline will begin upon receipt of 
written notification of such intent. Attempts to resolve disputes should occur within that 30-day 
period. 

 
R. SRO Funding. 

 
Reimbursement by the Cambridge-Isanti School District to the City of Cambridge for the 2024-
2025, 20225-2026, and 2026-2027 school years will be calculated as follows: 

District will pay a percentage of total annual SRO compensation based on the following calculation: 

(School/Service Days X Hours Per Day)/ 2080 = Percent of Total Compensation 

Total Compensation= salary + all employee benefits 

Mutual agreement on the number of School/Service days will be made prior to the start of each 
school year, with consideration to the Year Round and Traditional school calendars. The School 
District will be invoiced quarterly, with payroll detail , and agrees to reimburse the City within 
20 days of the invoice date. The School District will be invoiced for the actual cost of the 
School Resource Officer's actual days worked during the quarter being invoiced. 

 
Hours of service for each scheduled day shall  not  exceed  8  hours  and  scheduled  days  per  
year shall not exceed 179 ( 172 student days, 2 days to attend  meetings  prior to the first day of 
school, and 5 days to attend the year-round programs once a  week  prior  to  the traditional  
calendar  start). The School District will also cover the cost  of  half  of  the  School  Resource  
Officer ' s  vacation time, not to exceed 15 days. If vacation time is taken during the scheduled 
days , that time will be included in that quarterly invoice.  If not all school  district  covered  
vacation  days are taken  during the scheduled days, the remainder of vacation days will  be billed  
on  the last  quarter of  the school year invoice. Hours of service for each school year are  thirty  
(30)  minutes  prior  to  the start  of school and thirty (30) minutes after the school ' s dismissal for 
scheduled school days. Funding and hours of service are subject to annual review upon 
request by either the City of Cambridge or the School District. 

 
S. Duration 

 
This Memorandum of Understanding is effective for the 2024-2025, 2025-2026, and 2026-2027 school 
years. This Memorandum of Understanding may be reviewed upon request by the City of Cambridge 
and the Cambridge-Isanti School District. 

Signatures: 
 
 
________________________________ 

 
 
______ 

  
 
________________________________ 

 
 
______ 

School Board Chair Date  Mayor of Cambridge Date 
 
 
________________________________ 

 
 
______ 

  
 
________________________________ 

 
 
______ 

School Board Clerk Date  Cambridge City Administrator Date 
 
 
________________________________ 

 
 
______ 

  
 
________________________________ 

 
 
______ 

Superintendent of Schools Date  Cambridge Police Chief Date 



 

 

6A Ordinance to allow fowl in the Scenic River II district  August 19, 2024 
Prepared by:  Marcia Westover, Community Development Director 
 
Background 
Last month two property owners requested variances to keep chickens (fowl) in the 
Scenic River II (SR-II) zoning district since the current language excludes the keeping of 
livestock.  City Council denied the requests due to not being able to approve a “use” 
variance.  City Council requested that an ordinance be brought forward to allow fowl in 
the SR-II district through an Interim Use Permit. 
 
The two property owners that requested to keep the chickens have an underlying 
zoning of Rural Residence/Agriculture (RA).  If there was not a scenic river overlay 
district, they would be allowed to keep 50 chickens per acre.  Staff drafted the ordinance 
to allow up to a maximum of 20 chickens while in the scenic river overlay district.   
 
City Council wanted assurance that the ordinance would be meeting all Minnesota 
regulations regarding the keeping of fowl according to the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) requirements.  Staff checked with the DNR and they have no 
concerns with the attached ordinance draft.  The DNR does not have rules on 
chickens/fowl.  They only enforce the rules for feedlots. The DNR didn’t think this small 
number of chickens would even come close to triggering an “agricultural use” or 
“feedlot”.  They would only be concerned when the numbers reach the feedlot threshold.   
 
Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7020 regulates feedlots, and the number of animal units 
allowed as defined below.  An animal unit is calculated by using the unit factor multiplied 
by the number of animals.  It would take thousands of chickens to be considered a 
regulated feedlot (30,000 chickens for a large feedlot), much like an egg producer 
business.  Recreational keeping of fowl is not a concern of the DNR. 
 

Subp. 3. Animal feedlot. 
  "Animal feedlot" means a lot or building or combination of lots and buildings 
intended for the confined feeding, breeding, raising, or holding of animals and specifically 
designed as a confinement area in which manure may accumulate, or where the concentration 
of animals is such that a vegetative cover cannot be maintained within the enclosure. For 
purposes of these parts, open lots used for the feeding and rearing of poultry (poultry ranges) 
shall be considered to be animal feedlots. Pastures shall not be considered animal feedlots 
under these parts. 
 

Subp. 5. Animal unit.  
"Animal unit" means a unit of measure used to compare differences in the production 

of animal manure that employs as a standard the amount of manure produced on a regular 
basis by a slaughter steer or heifer for an animal feedlot or a manure storage area, calculated 
by multiplying the number of animals of each type in items A to I by the respective 
multiplication factor and summing the resulting values for the total number of animal units. 
For purposes of this chapter, the following multiplication factors shall apply: 

F. chickens: 
§ 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/7020.0300/#rule.7020.0300.5.F.1


 

 

(1) one laying hen or broiler, if the facility has a liquid manure system, 0.033 
animal unit; or 
(2) one chicken if the facility has a dry manure system: 

(a) over five pounds, 0.005 animal unit; or 
(b) under five pounds, 0.003 animal unit; 

G. one turkey: 
(1) over five pounds, 0.018 animal unit; or 
(2) under five pounds, 0.005 animal unit; 

H. one duck, 0.01 animal unit 
 
Planning Commission Action: 
The Planning Commission, on a 7/0 vote, recommended approval of the Ordinance as 
presented.   
 
There was discussion during the public comment portion of the meeting regarding the 
keeping of roosters and the intent of what “fully enclosed” meant.  These discussion 
items can be brought forward for future code amendments if requested. 
 
City Council Action: 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 788 as presented and allow staff to publish a 
summary ordinance. 
 
Attachments 

1. Ordinance No. 788 
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ORDINANCE 788 
TITLE XV LAND USE, CHAPTER 153 SCENIC RUM RIVER, AMENDING SECTION 153.042 SUBDISTRICTS 

 
The Cambridge City Council hereby amends and adds the following language in Title XV Land Use, 
Chapter 153 Zoning: 
 
§ 153.042 SUBDISTRICTS 
 
(B) Scenic River II (SR-2)  Purpose: To provide for medium to high density residential development 
within the urban corridor of the City of Cambridge while preserving and protecting the Rum River and 
its adjacent lands by encouraging: (1) higher standards of site and building design; (2) municipal 
sanitary sewer and water utilities; and (3) preservation and enhancement of desirable site 
characteristics and open-space through the use of Planned Unit Developments. 

 
(1) Permitted Uses 

 
(a) Single family homes 
(b) Essential Services 
(c) Nature areas, wildlife preserves 
(d) Agricultural uses including fruit and vegetable farms and tree farms, provided such 

use shall not have any livestock associated with the use (except that fowl may be 
allowed according to the underlying Zoning district, or 20 fowl- whichever is lesser.) 
Fowl must meet the regulations in City Code Chapter 156.067 Keeping of Fowl 
except that the maximum total may be up to 20 fowl if the underlying zoning allows 
it. 

(e) Signs which are necessary for public health and safety, and signs, indicating areas 
that are available or not available for use. 

(f) Municipal utility buildings. 
 
(2) Conditional Uses 

 
(a) Residential Planned Unit Developments 
(b) Public Schools, Semi-Public uses 
(c) Parks and historic sites 
(d) Home Occupations (see definition) which are clearly incidental to the structure as 

a single- family home 
(e) Signs incidental to an accessory commercial use as part of a planned unit 

development. 
 
(3) Permitted Accessory Uses 

 
(a) Private garage 
(b) Other accessory uses customarily incidental to the uses listed in Subdivisions 2 and 



2 
 

3 
 
 
All other sections and subsections of this Chapter shall remain as written and previously adopted by 
the City Council.  This ordinance shall become effective upon publication.  
 
Adopted by the Cambridge City Council this 19th day of August, 2024. 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 James A. Godfrey, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
  
Evan C. Vogel, City Administrator 

 
 
Date of Publication: August 29, 2024. 
 
 

Summary Publication 
 
Ordinance 788 amends Section 156.042 pertaining to Scenic River subdistricts and allows a small 
number of chickens to be allowed based on the underlying zoning district. 
A complete copy of the ordinance is available at City Hall, 300 3rd Avenue NE, Cambridge for 
inspection.  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Evan C. Vogel 
City Administrator 



 

 

6B City Council 
Ordinance Amendment- Storage Pods in P/M Zoning             August 19, 2024 
 
Background 
Section 156.039 (Professional/Medical) of the city does not presently allow Storage Pods 
within it.  An amendment is proposed to allow storage pods via Interim Use Permit for 
non-permanent uses only on sites of 10+ Acres. 
 
At the request of the City Council, Staff prepared an Ordinance Amendment to allow Pods 
in a very limited fashion via the Interim Use Permit process to be compatible with other 
(business) zoning districts. 
 
Staff find that Storage Pods are only a reasonable use in a non-permanent fashion in this 
zoning district and that the use should be limited to larger sites as this presents options 
for limiting visibility from public roads and other sites. 
 
Planning Commission Action: 
The Planning Commission made a unanimous (7/0) motion to recommend approval of 
the Ordinance Amendment as presented.  
 
There was discussion on wanting storage pods to be painted to match the surrounding 
structures, and it was confirmed this was still part of the requirements. 
 
City Council Action: 
Motion to approve Ordinance 789 as presented and allow staff to publish a summary 
Ordinance. 
 
Attachments 

1. Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE 789 
TITLE XV LAND USE, CHAPTER 156 ZONING, AMENDING SECTION 156.039 PROFESSIONAL/MEDICAL 
 
The Cambridge City Council hereby amends and adds the following language in Title XV Land Use, 
Chapter 156 Zoning: 
 
§ 156.039 PROFESSIONAL/ MEDICAL PM 
 
(D) Interim uses.  (Ord. No. 779, 1/16/24)  
(6) Storage Pods for non-permanent uses, pursuant to § 156.085. Site must be 10+ Acres in size. 
(7)  Those other uses which, in the sole opinion and discretion of the Planning Commission, may 
be allowed only on an interim basis, and pursuant to § 156.118. 
 
 

 
All other sections and subsections of this Chapter shall remain as written and previously adopted by 
the City Council.  This ordinance shall become effective upon publication.  
 
Adopted by the Cambridge City Council this 19th day of August, 2024. 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 James A. Godfrey, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
  
Evan C. Vogel, City Administrator 

 
 
Date of Publication: August 29, 2024. 
 
 

Summary Publication 
 
Ordinance 789 amends Section 156.039 Professional/Medical zoning to allow Storage pods on a non-
permanent basis on 10+ acre sites.  
A complete copy of the ordinance is available at City Hall, 300 3rd Avenue NE, Cambridge for 
inspection.  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Evan C. Vogel 
City Administrator 



7A Authorization to Purchase Two Squad Cars                                       August 17th, 2024  

 By:  Shawn Machin, Chief of Police 

Background: 
As part of the 2025 capital outlay equipment replacement plan, the Cambridge Police Department 
would like to place an order with Tenvoorde Ford of St. Cloud for the purchase of two 2025 Ford 
Police Interceptor Utility vehicles.  State of Minnesota Contract authorized vendor Tenvoorde Ford 
(State Contract #244262) supplied me with the order sheet and with our equipment specs added, the 
cost of both vehicles would be $85,833.88.  
 
Both new squad cars will be fully marked with all necessary emergency warning and communications 
equipment. They will also be equipped with a new Motorola camera and will have a standard gasoline 
engine vehicle.  
 
Compatibility with Core Strategies and Strategic Objectives: 
Staying with the long-term capital outlay equipment replacement plan ensures that equipment 
primary equipment is replaced at regular intervals to allow the employees to safely perform their 
duties. This is in line with the city’s Core Strategy #2. 
 
Fiscal Note: Capital Budgeted Item  
  
Council Action: 
Request authorization for staff to facilitate the order of 2 – 2025 Ford Police Interceptor Utility 
vehicle from Tenvoorde Ford, under the State of Minnesota contract, for a price not to exceed 
$85,833.88.  



7B Agreement with North Star Advocacy Center August 19th, 2024  
 
Prepared by: Shawn Machin, Chief of Police 
 
 
Background: The North Star Family Advocacy Center reached out to us recently about once again 
entering into an interagency agreement with them.  North Star Family Advocacy Center is who 
conducts the police department’s forensic interviews.    Forensic interviews are utilized primarily in 
child abuse investigations.  They had conducted these interviews for several years and have done a 
great job.  As part of their accreditation process, North Star Advocacy Center requires that this 
agreement to be signed with them every year. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
I recommend that we enter into this agreement with North Star Family Advocacy Center. 
 
Attachment:  
Copy of agreement from North Star Family Advocacy Center 
 
  







 

 

7C Ordinance to allow bars/taprooms                                          August 19, 2024 
Prepared by:  Marcia Westover, Community Development Director 
 
Background 
Staff received an inquiry from an interested buyer to develop a taproom in the 
downtown area.  A taproom is different from a brewery because the beer is not 
produced on site.  A taproom is essentially a bar, only serving beer/alcohol and either 
no food or very minimal food/snacks.  While reviewing the city code, it was noted that 
this use isn’t identified in the code.  Only breweries, brewpubs and restaurants are 
identified as on-site beer/alcohol uses.  The definitions currently in city code include: 
 
Brewery. A brewery is a facility where fewer than 3,500 barrels of malt liquor are manufactured for sale in a year. 
 
Brewpub. A brewpub is a restaurant operated on the same premises as a brewery operated by a brewer licensed 
under Minnesota Statutes section 340A.301, subdivision 6(d), as it may be amended from time to time. 
 
Restaurant.  An establishment where food and drink are prepared, served, and consumed.  
 
The trend for this type of use continues throughout Minnesota whether it is a brewery, 
brewpub, or taproom.  Cambridge should be on the frontline and allow this use.  The 
recommendation is to allow bars/taprooms through an Interim Use Permit (IUP) in 
Business Zoning districts.  The IUP is used to identify a use that is presently acceptable, 
but with anticipated development or other changes this use would no longer be 
acceptable.   
 
It is recommended to add the following definition and allow bars in all Business Zoning 
districts through an IUP. 
 
Bar.  An establishment primarily devoted to the serving of liquor, beer, and/or wine for consumption on the premises 
and in which the service of food is incidental to the consumption of such beverages.  This definition shall include 
taprooms, taverns, and other similar establishments. 
 
Planning Commission Action: 
The Planning Commission, on a 6/1 vote, recommended approval of the Ordinance as 
they amended.  The words “optional and” were included before the work incidental in 
the definition of bar.  The nay vote was due to concerns with alcohol being served 
without food.   The minutes from the Planning Commission meeting are included in the 
City Council packet for reference. 
 
City Council Action: 
Motion to approve Ordinance No. 790 as presented and allow for summary publication. 
 
Attachments 

1. Ordinance No. 790 
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ORDINANCE 790 
TITLE XV LAND USE, CHAPTER 156 ZONING, AMENDING SECTION 156.007 DEFINITIONS & 156.040 

BUSINESS DISTRICTS 
 
The Cambridge City Council hereby amends and adds the following language in Title XV Land Use, 
Chapter 156 Zoning: 
 

§ 156.007 DEFINITIONS 
 
Bar. An establishment primarily devoted to the serving of liquor, beer, and/or wine for consumption 
on the premises and in which the service of food is optional and incidental to the consumption of 
such beverages. This definition shall include taprooms, taverns, and other similar establishments.  
 
Brewery. A brewery is a facility where fewer than 3,500 barrels of malt liquor are manufactured for 
sale in a year. 
 
Brewpub. A brewpub is a restaurant operated on theeh same premises as a brewery operated by a 
brewer licensed under Minnesota Statutes section 340A.301, subdivision 6(d), as it may be amended 
from time to time. 
 
 
 

§ 156.040 BUSINESS DISTRICTS 
 

DISTRICT USE 

B-1 B-1A B-2 BT COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL USES 

I I I I 
Bars and Brewpubs (See Chapter 114 for related licensing 
provisions) 

I I I I 
Brewery Manufacturing fewer than 3,500 barrels of malt 
liquor in a year and/or Brewpub (See Chapter 114 for 
related licensing provisions) 

 

 
All other sections and subsections of this Chapter shall remain as written and previously adopted by 
the City Council.  This ordinance shall become effective upon publication.  
 
Adopted by the Cambridge City Council this 19th day of August, 2024. 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 James A. Godfrey, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
  



2 
 

Evan C. Vogel, City Administrator 
 

 
Date of Publication: August 29, 2024 
 
 

Summary Publication 
 
Ordinance 790 amends Sections 156.007 Definitions and 156.040 Business Districts to define bars and 
taprooms and allow them via IUP in all Commercial Districts.  
A complete copy of the ordinance is available at City Hall, 300 3rd Avenue NE, Cambridge for 
inspection.  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Evan C. Vogel 
City Administrator 
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Cambridge Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
August 6, 2024

* NOTE: The recording of this meeting did not start until 7:04 pm due to an equipment error.

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Cambridge Planning Commission 
was held at Cambridge City Hall, 300 3rd Avenue NE, Cambridge, Minnesota. 

Members Present: Commissioners Jessica Kluck (Chair), Robert Boese (Vice Chair), Joe Morin, 
Michael Liddy, Julie Immel, David Redfield, and Mark Ziebarth (City Council 
Representative) 

Staff Present: Community Development Director Marcia Westover, City Planner Jacob 
Nosbush 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Boese called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Boese was acting chair 
of this meeting due to Kluck having lost her voice.

Approval of Agenda 
Immel moved, seconded by Liddy, to approve the agenda. All voted aye, no nays. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes
Morin moved, seconded by Redfield, to approve the July 2, 2024 meeting minutes. All voted aye, no
nays. Motion passed unanimously.

Public Comment 
Boese opened the public comment at 7:02 pm. 
No one approached for comment. 
Boese closed the public comment at 7:03 pm. 

Unfinished Business 
No unfinished business 

New Business 
A. PUBLIC HEARING- Interim Use Permit- Chickens- 721 3rd Ave SW
Nosbush presented the request from Brian Graning, 721 3rd Ave SW, to keep up to six chickens, the 
maximum number of chickens allowed by City Code for properties with less than three acres, at his 
0.33-acre property through an Interim Use Permit (IUP). A coop and run are required for properties 
less than five acres. The submitted plan meets the required setbacks as identified for accessory 
structures, 10 feet from the side property line and 30 feet from any adjacent residential dwellings. 
Staff recommend approving the IUP request for two years with the standard conditions. 

Public Hearing 
Boese opened the public hearing at 7:06 pm. 
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No one approached for comment. 
Boese closed the public hearing at 7:07 pm. 
 

Redfield noted resolution R24-054 used ‘fowl’ and ‘chickens’ interchangeably and questioned if this 
was due to the applicant specifically requesting chickens. Nosbush said the request was specifically 
for six chickens, but all notations could be changed to the broader term ‘fowl’ if requested.  
 
Immel motioned, seconded by Ziebarth, to recommend approval of the draft resolution R24-054 as 
presented to allow an Interim Use Permit for two years to allow up to six chickens on the property as 
long as the conditions listed can be met. All voted aye, no nays, motion passed. 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARING- ORD 788 Amending Title XV Land Use, Chapter 153 Scenic Rum River, 
Section 153.042 Subdistricts 
Westover said last month two property owners requested variances to keep chickens in the Scenic 
River II (SR-II) zoning district. City Council denied the requests and asked that an ordinance be 
brought forward to allow fowl in the SR-II district through an Interim Use Permit (IUP). 
 
Westover continued, the underlying zoning of the area is Rural Residence/Agriculture (RA). If there 
was not a scenic river overlay district, they would be allowed to keep 50 chickens. Staff drafted the 
ordinance to allow up to a maximum of 20 chickens while in the scenic river overlay district. 
Generally, the properties in the area have larger two to five acre lots, which is why staff proposed to 
allow up to 20 chickens.  
 
Westover noted Council wanted assurance that the ordinance would meet all state and DNR 
regulations. Staff talked with the area hydrologist, Craig Wills, who has no concerns with chickens in 
the area nor with the ordinance draft. The DNR only enforce the rules for feedlots or agriculture use. 
The small number of chickens requested do not come near the thousands of chickens needed to be 
considered feedlot use.  
 
Liddy asked if the DNR had concerns due to the high amount of recreation use on the river, Westover 
said they did not. 
 
Redfield verified this would be an IUP request, Westover replied it was the same process.  
 

Public Hearing 
Boese opened the public hearing at 7:11 pm. 
 
Nathan Tierney, 3330 Ten Oaks St. Tierney, one of the property owners that had applied for 
the variance, noted they used to have a rooster that protected the flock. Since the removal of 
the rooster, they have lost 10 chickens. The run is enclosed with 10-foot walls, but has no 
roof. He asked if ‘fully enclosed run’ meant it needed a roof. Morin said it did need a roof to 
help keep out predators. Tierney noted if he could have a rooster that would not be an issue. 
Second, if the area was completely enclosed it would increase the odor. He has spoken with 
the neighbors and none of them had issues with him keeping a rooster. Morin noted if one 
rooster was allowed, then they would have to allow others to have them. Kluck noted the run 
needed to be enclosed to help prevent other animals from going into the enclosure and 
causing disturbances, as well as keeping the chickens from getting out and causing problems. 
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Commissioners verified city code, which states that runs are required for properties with less 
than five acres. Nosbush noted there had been concerns in the neighborhood regarding the 
rooster, and the ordinance revision was written to ban roosters due to this. Kluck requested 
clarification on the definition of an enclosure within the ordinance, Westover said staff could 
amend the ordinance. As intended, fully enclosed meant four sides which do not allow 
predators to get in, though material use is not specified. Tierney said if larger animals such as 
deer did get in, they would then be trapped. Immel said materials used should be up to the 
homeowner’s discretion in depending on the wildlife in their surrounding area. Liddy 
reminded that the discussion for the meeting is not to change city code, but to allow the code 
to apply to the SR-II district.  
 
With no other comments, Boese closed the public hearing at 7:23 pm. 

 
Liddy motioned, seconded by Ziebarth, to recommend approval of the draft Ordinance 788 as 
presented. All voted aye, no nays, motion passed unanimously. 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING- ORD 789 Amending Title XV Land Use, Chapter 156 Zoning, Section 156.039 
Professional/Medical 
Nosbush presented a request to amend section 156.039, Professional/Medical (PM) interim uses in 
the zoning district. This request is in response to a variance application from Cambridge Medical 
Center that was denied by the City Council with the request to prepare an ordinance that allows 
storage pods via a via Interim Use Permit (IUP) in order to be compatible with other commercial 
zoning districts. 
 
Nosbush continued, staff find that non-permanent storage pods are a reasonable use in this zoning 
district, though the use should be limited to larger sites as this presents options for limiting visibility 
from public roads and other sites. 
 
Redfield asked if section 156.118 was discussed when the storage pods first became an issue. 
Nosbush said the city code section on storage pods was .085. 
 
Immel asked if the 10 or more acre requirement was for total size, since the hospital site is broken 
into several lots, Nosbush said that was correct, the term ‘site’ encompasses all involved parcels.  
 

Public Hearing 
Boese opened the public hearing at 7:26 pm. 
No one approached for comment. 
Boese closed the public hearing at 7:27 pm. 

 
Morin asked if the conditions were the same, such as requiring them to be painted to match the 
surrounding structures. Nosbush said the same requirements would be referenced as in section .085 
where they must be screened or painted. 
 
Redfield motioned, seconded by Morin, to recommend approval of ordinance 789 as presented. All 
voted aye, no nays, motion passed unanimously. 
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D. PUBLIC HEARING- ORD 790 Amending Title XV Land Use, Chapter 156 Zoning, Sections 
156.007 Definitions & 156.040 Business Districts 
Westover said staff received a request for a taproom in the downtown area. City Code does not 
specifically allow bars or taprooms. Breweries, brewpubs and restaurants are allowed, but a taproom 
is essentially a bar, only serving beer and alcohol with no food. This amendment would allow bars or 
taprooms through an IUP in all business districts. 
 
Morin asked if a taproom would be required to serve food, Westover said no. Morin said this has 
been presented before and was denied due to not serving food. Westover said the interested party is 
not sure if there would be food served, possibly light snacks. The request is to allow a bar or taproom 
without food. 
 
Immel asked if it was common in neighboring cities to combine them, Westover said yes, it has 
become a trend and staff want to get ahead of the requests so the city is not turning away 
businesses. Issues with public intoxication has been discussed, staff thought it would be best to allow 
via IUP so if there are issues there can be conditions added for the use to be temporary. 
 
Kluck asked if the term food has been defined, such as putting out pretzels. Westover said that was 
not considered food.  
 
Liddy felt the definition in the proposed was not clear that food was optional, Westover said the 
phrase ‘incidental’ supported the business serving a small snack but that was optional. Liddy asked if 
the wording could be changed to ‘optional and incidental’, Westover said that could be done.  
 

Public Hearing 
Boese opened the public hearing at 7:36 pm. 
No one approached for comment. 
Boese closed the public hearing at 7:37 pm. 

 
Liddy motioned, seconded by Immel, to recommend approval of the draft ordinance with the 
amendment replace ‘service of food is incidental’ with ‘service of food is optional and incidental’ to 
the definition.  
 
Morin opined he was in favor of food being served.  
 
Redfield asked when other restaurants stop serving food, Westover was unsure. Morin said the 
Cambridge Bar and Grill serves until Midnight, Applebee’s serves food until they close at 2:00 am, and 
Sidelines serves until they close at 2:00 am as well. Redfield thought they stopped serving food earlier 
than close, which then by definition makes them a bar. 
 
Upon vote, Kluck, Boese, Liddy, Immel, Redfield, and Ziebarth voted aye. Morin voted nay. Motion 
passed 6/1. 
 
 
Other Business/Miscellaneous 
A. City Council Update 
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Ziebarth said Council took action to increase pay for Election Judges, since Election Judges are hard to 
find and the Primary Election is coming up next Tuesday, pay was increased to ensure there are 
enough judges. Council also approved safety enhancements for the Public Works facilities to include 
more video surveillance equipment and to restrict access. An Engineering Services Proposal was 
approved for the 2025 street project on the south portion of the city near South Main Street. There 
was an agreement made with the Police Department and Isanti County for a digi-tech option. The Art 
Fair is next weekend, and Customer Appreciation is coming up in September. Redfield asked what the 
digi-tech program was for the police, Ziebarth said it is software that processes tickets. Isanti, 
Cambridge, Braham, and the County will all have the same system. 
 
B. Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission (PTRC) update 
Westover said City Council approved a small dog area to be added to the dog park, there has been 
concerns about larger dogs interacting with the small dogs in the current park. There have been 
positive responses to this on social media. There are a lot of events happening downtown, this is the 
last month of summer events. The Art Fair is on August 17th, a Third Thursday event downtown, the 
final kids event on August 22nd which will be bounce houses, and on the 23rd is a concert at City Park.  
 
Adjournment of Planning Commission Meeting 
Being no further business before the Commission, Ziebarth moved, seconded by Morin, to adjourn 
the regular meeting at 7:45 pm. All voted aye, no nays. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 Jessica Kluck, Chair 
 Cambridge Planning Commissioner 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________       
Marcia Westover 
City Planner 
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