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Meeting Announcement and Agenda of the Cambridge Planning Commission
City Hall Council Chambers

Regular Meeting, Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 7: 00 pm

Members of the audience are encouraged to follow the agenda. When addressing the Commission,
please state your name and address for the official record.

Cal t O der ar ' edge of AE eg°s r

Approval of Agenda ( p. 1)

Approval of Minutes

A. April 4, 2017, Regular Meeting ( p. 3)

Public Comment: For items not on the agenda; speakers may not exceed 5 minutes each.

New Business

1.  PUBLIC HEARING- Comprehensive Plan Update Draft (p. 7)

2.  PUBLIC HEARING  —  Interim Use Permit for Automobile Sales and Auto Repair
Service at 140 1 St Ave W. (p. 99)

Other Business/Miscellaneous

A.   City Council Update
B.   Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission ( PTRC) Update

Ad' ourn

Notice to the hearing impaired:  Upon request to City staff, assisted hearing devices are available for
public use.

Accommodations for wheelchair access, Braille, large print, etc. can be made by calling City Hall at
763-689- 3211 at least three days prior to the meeting.
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MiNUTES

Tuesday, April 4, 2017

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Cambridge Planning
Commission was held at Cambridge City Hall, 300 — 3 d Avenue NE, Cambridge,

Minnesota.

Members Present: Chad Struss, Brandon Grell, Kersten Conley (City Council
Representative), and Robert Nelson

Members Absent:  Bob Erickson ( Excused), Julie Immel ( Excused) and Mike Stylski
Absent)

Staff Present: Marcia Westover, Community Development Director/City Planner

CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Struss called the meeting to order at 7: 00 pm and led the Commission in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

APPROVALOFAGENDA

Struss moved, seconded by Conley to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion

carried 4/0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

March 7, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes

Conley moved, seconded by Grell to approve the March 7, 2017 meeting minutes as
presented. Motion carried 4/0.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Struss opened the public comment period at 7: 01 pm and without comments, closed the
public comment period at 7: 02 pm.

NEW BUSINESS

Public Hearing:  Preliminary Plat of Cortec Addition,
a request by Miksic Realty

Westover stated Miksic Realty, LLC, 4119 White Bear Pkwy., St. Paul, MN 55110, is

requesting approval of the Cortec Addition Preliminary Plat.  The future land use of the

Apri! 4, 2017
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subject property is Industrial and the current zoning is I- 3 General Industrial District.
Properties to the north and east are zoned Industrial with a mix of Business Transitional
zoning along 1 St Ave E ( Highway 95).   The properties to the west across the railroad

are zoned Commercial and the properties to the south across 1 St Ave E. are zoned
Industrial.

Westover explained Miksic Realty, the owner of Cortec, plans to expand the warehouse
with an addition to the building on the north end of their property.  Due to the complexity

of their existing property lines, they have requested to plat their property.  Miksic Realty

currently owns four (4) separate parcels with long metes and bounds legal descriptions.
Platting the property will combine all of these parcels into one lot and block.  The plat

will remove the existing property lines allowing an addition to the north end of their
building and will contain 4. 2 acres.

Westover stated a Site Plan Review application has been submitted to the City for
review of their addition and site plan changes.   Westover explained a condition has

been added to the approval of the plats that the Site Plan Review must be completed to
the satisfaction of the City prior to a building permit being issued.  Westover explained

the plat approval process is a separate matter from the Site Plan Review;  however,
everything is being reviewed simultaneously, therefore a condition was added to assure
the owner recognizes the needs of the City.

According to Westover, the plat is consistent with the Subdivision Ordinance, and the
City's Comprehensive Plan.

Struss opened the public hearing period at 7:04 pm and without comments, closed the
public hearing at 7:06 pm.

Discussion ensued among the Commissioners on the number of parcels.

Nelson moved, seconded by Conley to recommend the approval of the Cortec Addition
Preliminary Plat provided the conditions as listed by the City are met.  Motion carried

4/ 0.

Fina! Plat of Cortec Addition, a request by Miksic Rea/ty

Westover stated the final plat is consistent with the preliminary plat just reviewed by the
Commission.   Westover explained a preliminary plat and a final plat can be reviewed
simultaneously when no new infrastructure is required,  and no new infrastructure is
required with this plat.

Grell moved, seconded by Nelson to recommend the approval of the Cortec Addition
Final Plat provided the conditions as listed by the City are met.  Motion carried 4/0.

OTHER BUSINESS / MISCELLANEOUS

April 4, 2017 Page 2 of 3

4



City Council Update

Westover and Conley updated the Commission on the previous City Council meeting.

Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission Update

Westover updated the Commission on the previous Parks, Trails, and Recreation

Commission meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Conley moved, seconded by Grell, to adjourn the meeting at 7: 17 pm. The motion
carried 4/0.

Mike Stylski

Cambridge Planning Commission Chair

ATTEST:

s,. e'± r,    r,".•  w. rgk° t:: l,d,v T, Yi:xs.  

Marcia Westover

Community Development Director\City Planner
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U TB t

The Cambridge Comprehensive Plan( Plan) sets forth a CO 1 D GO P BBo IN6a P OCES
long-term vision to guide growth over time and identifies
policies, projects, and other investments that will move Comprehensive planning is a systematic, ongoing,
Cambridge ahead. The Plan evolved through the exchange forward-loolang process of analyzing opportunities
of information, analysis and response between the citizens,     and constraints to accomplish a communit s goals and
community leaders, staff and public officials of Cambridge objectives. The planning process in Cambridge was divided
through a planning process undertaken in 2oi6 and 2oi.       into three phases: Background Analysis, Goal and Issue

Identification, and Plan Development and Approval. The
The Cii s total growth during the fifteen years since organization of each chapter in this document essentially
the previous Comprehensive Plan is in line with the follows the order of the planning process. Phase I
projections included in the City's existing comprehensive initiated the overall study analyzed existing conditions
plan which was completed in 2ooi. That comprehensive and discussed key issues which should be addressed
plan was intended to guide development through 2020. As through the Plan. Data related to land use, community
with many of the comprehensive plans written prior to the facilities, demographics, housing, economic development,
Recession of 2008, the last Plan could not have anticipated environmental features and downtown Cambridge was
the financial hardships and resulting lifestyle changes that collected, analyzed, mapped where appropriate. Planning
have occurred. Many people have changed the way they typically begins with the development of a vision for the
live because of economic necessity. Others are rethinlang community that the city seeks to achieve through the
the" American Dream" and now consider alternatives to planning process. A community visioning workshop was
the single-family home and seek otat housing in pedestrian held early in this planning process to begin formulating a
friendly, walkable neighborhoods where there are vision for Cambridge' s future and to elicit citizen views on
alternatives to driving.   the issues opportunities and threats facing Cambridge as

weIl as its existiing strengths and weaknesses.
Today, Cambridge is assessing wha#changes must be
made to prepare for the future. th the economy now in After the basic studies were completed, the community
recovery mode, development pressures are again mounting formulated goals and policies on how to reach their
in the region and in Cambridge. Other changes include vision for the fiature. Phase II focused on the preparation,
the widening ofHighway 95 through downtown and the evaluation and refnement of issues, goals and policies. The
potential NLX commuter raiY project. These changes in the ideas generated af a Steering Committee workshop were
urban landscape will continue to increase as the housing analyzed in conjunction with the background data and a
market gains strength. Building on past planning efforts, review of the adopted goals and policies to develop draft
this Plan seeks to guide development within the city as well goals and policies. These were presented to the Steering
as adjacent areas in a logical and efficient manner. It will Committee in sections along with the highlights of related
protect growth and transpor tion corridors to implement background information. The draft goals and policies were
a vision that preserves the character of Cambridge, while then modified and are presented in the Goals section of
addressing growth in a way that enhances the quality of each chapter of the Plan.

life experienced by its residents, employees, and business
owners.     During Phase II, practical alternative strategies for

guiding and implementing the community goals were
also developed relating to land use, housing, communiiy
facilities, transportation, and growth management
Alternative plans and recommendations were prepared
and evaluated based on the stated goals and policies and
options that best achieved them. These were selected and
refined to best implement the Cit s vision and goals.

Phase III involved the preparation of the draft Plan and the
final Comprehensive Plan document.

C BRIDC E COAAPREHENSIV I,i4IV INTRODUCTION
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CAMBRIDGE TODAY

Historic Development Regional Context

The original Cambridge town site was settled in the late The City of Cambridge, Minnesota is a communiry of
i9th century and the city officially incorporated in i8 6. about 8, 50o persons covering approximately 7.46 square
The first plat, filed in i869, was the basis for the original miles, in the east- central region of Isanti County. The
city grid which is clearly shown on a i914 Atlas and city is bordered by four Townships: Cambridge, Isanti,
Farmers' Directory. The Rum River helped direct growth Springvale, and Bradford( Figure I- i). The scenic Rum

north and south; crossings were by ferry for many years. River carves its way through Cambridge on its i45-
The city gradually developed along two crossing corridors mile journey from Lake Mille Lacs to the Mississippi

Main Street and 2nd Avenue. These corridors served as River. Located on Highways 95 and 65, Cambridge lies
the cit' s principal arterials for many years and attracted a approximately 45 miles north of Minneapolis and 47 miles
mix of commercial and residential land uses.       west of St. Cloud ( Figure I-2).

By the i9 os, Highway 95 replaced previous roadways as
the primary east-west regional traffic corridor through

Cambridge. During the last twenty years, development has
taken place both north and south of Highway 95•

Figure I-i: Cambridge' s Local Neighbors Figure I-2: Cambridge' s Regional Neighhors
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PL 4P! ORG/ NIZATIQFJ

This plan is organized into chapters addressing each of the
major systems within the City.

The Plan begins with an overview of key issues and
opportunities as well as a vision for Cambridge. This

chapter highlights general goals, which serve as guiding
principals for the other chapters in the document.

The second chapter addresses the population and
demographic characteristics of Cambridge. It includes an

assessment of historic growth, the population today, and
projections into the future. Understanding who lives in
Cambridge today and who will be its future residents are
critical to planning facilities and services that meet the
needs of all residents.

The ne ct four chapters address major human and
natural systems in Cambridge. These chapters include an

assessment of existing conditions and goals for the future.
These chapters address:

Housing

Transportation

Utilities and Community Facilities

Agricultural, Historic, and Natural Resources

Next, the Plan addresses land use, including the City's
existing land use and zoning as well as proposed future
land use. Given that Cambridge is a growing community,
this chapter addresses feasibility of development and the
Urban Service Area in future growth areas of the City.

The final topic chapter in the Plan addresses economic
development and the downtown. These two subjects are
critical to the successful growth and future development of

the communiry.

For any plan to be successful, it must be actionable. The
final chapter in this Plan addresses implementation.
This section addresses issues and goals identified by the
community and sets timelines for implementation of
solutions.

CAMBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAfV INTRODUCTION  ?
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CI TE i :

6 E / OPPORTUNITIES

IDENTIFYINC KEY ISSUES VlSIOIV A ND GUIDING PRINCIPALS

Just before beginning the comprehensive planning The Vision and Guiding Principles generated by the
process, the city hosted an issues workshop over the last community sets priorities for moving the City forward. The
weekend of March 2oi6 with Minnesota Design Team. The value of the recommendations contained within this Plan
visit elicited resident views on issues, opportunities, and depends on local leaders incorporating the intent of the
threats facing the community, as well as its strengths and Vision and Principles into the decision-malang culture.
wealrnesses. To help guide the background studies and
to formulate commuaity goals and policies, participants Vision for the Future
listed and then ranked the issues in order of importance.
The Steering Committee completed a similar exercise.    

e City ofCambridge will remain a uniquefamily-
oriented community that retains its" small-townfeeling"From these exercises, a series of key issues were identified.      
and where the demandfor quality and affordable growthAlthough the issues listed here cover a broad spectrum,  

met, city seruices are efficient, economic development
they can be thematically grouped into four categories.    

and opportunity is enhanced, en ri.ronmental quality and
cultural heritage are maintained."

Transportation. Barriers to east-west

transportation within the city; the availability of
parlung, especially handicapped; the need for a
pedestrian bridge crossing; and the need to provide
for alternatives to the automobile, including bike
trails, were some of the transportation issues raised
by Cambridge residents.

Economic. Increasing the city's tax base, the need
for an industrial or business park, and maintaining a
vibrant downtown were some of the economic issues
discussed by participants.

Accessibility. Participants expressed concerns
about accessibility issues for handicapped
individuaLs livi.ng in or visiting Cambridge as well as
the inconsistent application of ADA regulations.

Growth. Indiscriminate growth; noise associated
with an expanded airport; the need to coordinate

planning with surrounding jurisdictions; and
balancing growth with other economic, housing,
environmental and cultural needs were identified by
residents participating in the forum.

These key issue areas have helped to inform the
community vision, guiding principals, and general goals
outlined in this chapter.

CAIVIBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 1: Issues and Onn rtunities 7
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Guiding Principles

Guiding Principles are critical to the current and future quality of life in the City of Cambridge. These Principles embody
the core philosophy and Vision expressed by the community. Though the local context and approach for achieving these
goals may change over time, the Guiding Principles should endure for generations to come.

F.galn aace th n a dge A v tr ge

Promote a healthy and sustainable business environment by providing favorable
incentives and building a community that is attractive to employers and their workers.
Continue to promote Cambridge and build a competitive advantage to attract targeted
businesses to the area. Investment and recruitment initiatives should realize benefits for
city residents by improving the tax base, promoting economic vitality for local shops and
businesses, and increasing access to employment opportunities.

Empin e C ab ndge Choice aa d Diversity

Provide a greater range of housing choices, to serve diverse ofpeople at all stages of
life, including young adults, families, and seniors of all income levels. City housing
opportunities should include the expected single-family homes, townhomes and
apartments but should consider some of the newer housing types including small
cottages, multi-family housing, and live-work units.

1Vl intain the City' s Grecn Focus

Promote and preserve Cambridge' s natural amenities, including the Rum River,
ponds, wetlands, woods, trails, recreational areas, and tree canopy. Strive to create an
interconnected network of green space that conserves critical natural areas, provides
recreational linkages, protects water quality and quantity, and contrtbutes to Cit s
identity and sense of place.

Increase Traa sportmtion Chofce and Connectivity

Provide a safe, reliable transportation system that balances all modes of transportation,
including wallung, bilang, public transportation, and cars. Consider land use and
infrastructure together, promoting complete streets in a way that is appropriate for
Cambridge. Emphasize both destination-based as well as recreational trips and promote
active living for all ages, with special attention given to the mobility of children and
seniors. Investment in the transportation system should include multi-modal travel
solutions, especially in nedv, walkable activity centers and along the corridors that
link them, with capital improvements and city policies targeted for vehicle, bicycle,
pedestrian, and transit users.

Proxxao¢e 1lVdixecl Use

0 Encourage the development of unique activity centers that include a mix of uses and
0 activitaes located close together, providing people with new options for places to live,

0 0 work, shop, and participate in civic life. Centers should vary in scale, use, and intensity,
all ofwhich reflect the unique character of Cambridge. The presence of activity centers
should further the economic vitality and sustainability of the city, wh e also promoting
social interaction and community building.

Excel iaa Cfty Se c

Continue to advance quality-of-life for all residents of Cambridge by maintaining and
expanding appropriate city services and by encouraging new development where existing
and planned community facilities and infrastructure can support it.

CAAA RI( r COA PREHENSIVE PL 41V CHAPTER 1: Issues and Opportunities
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GENERAL GOALS General Goal 2

The following three goals serve as overarching goals Support a strong, ongoing working relationship between
and policies for the plan. Although each individual plan the City, Isanti County, adjacent Townships and state
element has its own set of goals and policies, these general and federal agencies such as the DNR and MnDOT in all
goals, like the vision and guiding principals, serve to guide matters related to planning and the provision of public
the entire Plan for the community.    services.

General Goal 1 Policy 2. i: Recognize the legitimate issues and
concerns regarding jurisdictional issues by working

Maximize Cambridge' s potential as a thriving center for and cooperating with surrounding communities
business, health care, industry, education and recreation,       both through this planning process and outside this
while maintaining and enhancing its livability.     process.

Policy i.i: Promote the development and Policy 2. 2: Send copies of all Planning Commission
implementation of a Plan that effectively and and City Council agendas and minutes to

efficiently plans for land use, community facilities, surrounding Townships and the Count and
transportation, housing, economic development, and encourage Township and County participation in
environmental protection for Cambridge and the City issues of shared concern.

immediately surrounding area.    

Policy 2. 3: Invite surrounding townships and cities
Policy i.2: Review and amend the Plan as necessary

to an annual workshop to discuss issues of mutual
to ensure its usefulness as a practical guide for

interest.

current and future development. Adhere to this Plan,
which shall guide all zoning changes, as closely as

General Goal 3
possible to ensure consistent development policy.

Policy i.3: Formulate and enforce city ordinances to promote community spirit and unity and enhance the
ensure development in accordance with the Plan.  City's character and identity.

Policy i.4: Continue to plan for land uses to support Policy 3. i: Encourage volunteerism, participation in
and enhance Cambridge' s ability to retain and attract community activities, and acceptance of community
quality development.     leadership positions.

Policy i.5: Participate in the state legislative, Isanti Policy 3. 2: Seek partnerships with coalitions and
County, and surrounding townships' governmental interest groups to share resources and energies
processes regarding issues important to the City.  in order to address community problems and

opportunities.

Policy i.6: Protect both the general welfare and the
individual choices of Cambridge residents.     Policy 3.3: Actively encourage and utilize resident

participation in the local decision-making process.

e Policy 3. 4: Encourage increased interaction and
communication between citizens of all ages, cultural
heritages, and incomes.

Policy 3. 5: Improve and enhance communication
among the City, residents, businesses, civic groups,
and public agencies utilizing various media such as

social media, cable access, and a community web
page.

Policy 3. 6: Encourage a variety of experiences and
opportunities in terms of living, working, and social
activities within the communiry.

Policy g.: Protect and enhance important historical,
agricultural, and natural resources as a means to

maintain the integrity, heritage, and local character
of Cambridge' s natural and built environment.

i CAMBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER l: Issues and Onn rtunities 9      ,
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F E 

E IVOGR P H S

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTiCS

Cambridge is a growing community north of the vin Not only has Cambridge been growing, it is also becoming
Cities in Isanti County. Both the City and County saw more diverse. In 2000, Cambridge was 9 percent white,
immense gro th in the i99os and early 2000s, with however, that number decreased to 94 percent in 2oi4.
growth rates near fifty percent. Table 2- i and Figure 2- i Most of the non-white residents in the City identify as
illustrate growth over time for both Cambridge and Isanti being two or more races. Figure 2- 2 on the following page
County.     illustrates the growing total population and racial diversity

in Cambridge over time.

Table 2- i: Fopulation Growth in Cambridge and Isanti Couniy

Year Cambridge Population Growth Rate Isanti Population Growth Rate

1960 2, 728 52.40%      13,530 11. 60%

1970 2,720 0.30%       16, 560 22.40%

1980 3, 287 20.80      23, 600 42.50%

1990 5, 094 55.00%      25,921 9. 80%

2000 5, 520 8. 40%       31, 287 20.70%

2010 8, 1 11 46. 90%      37, 816 20.90%

2014 8,223 1. 38%       38, 429 1. 60%

Source: US Census and American Community Survey, 2oi4

Figure 2- 2: Population Growth in Carnbridge and Isanti County
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Source: US Census and American Community Survey, 2oi4
0 r AA RIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 2: Demographics i
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Figure 2- 2: I'opuladon Growth Since 2000
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AGE

In 2oi4, the median age in Cambridge was 37 years old, Like many communities throughout the United States,
the same as the statewide median age. However, unlike Cambridge has an increasingly aging population. As
Isanti County or the State of Minnesota, all age cohorts illustrated in Figure 2- 3 on the following page, nearly
in Cambridge grew between 200o and 2010. The groups twenty percent of the population of Cambridge is over
with the highest growth rates included children under 5 65 years old. In fact, 9. 4 percent of the population is
years old( io percent) and adults 55 to 59 years old( i26 over eighty years old. Cambridge is also home to families
percent). Overall, between 200o and 2oio, the City grew with young children. i5.g percent of residents are under
by 46.9 percent. Table 2- 2 illustrates this massive growth io years old. New housing types may be needed to
in the City.  accommodate both families with children and the elderly.

Table 2- 2: Demographic Change by Age Cohort, 20oo-2oio

Cambrid9e Isanfl Counly Minnesota
Age GrouP Chanee Change Change

2000 2010 Number Pct.      2000 2010 Number Pct.       Z000 2010 Number Pct.
Under 5 years 349 725 376 107. 7     2,058 2,707 649 31. 59b 329,594 355,504 25,910 7. 93b
5 fo 9 yean 357 632 275 77.0%     2,366 2,648 282 11. 94b 355,894 355,536 358     - 0. 19b
10 to 14 yeQs 405 527 122 30. 1     2,795 2,782       - 13     - 0.SYb 374,995 352,342   - 22,653     - b. 0%
15 to 19 years 418 455 37 8.9%     2,679 2,582       - 97     - 3. 6Y6 374,362 367,829    - 6,533     - 1. 74b
20 b 24 years 323 546 223 69.0%     1, 519 2, 104 585 38.5%     322,483 355, 651 33, 166 10. 39b
25to34years 634 1275 641 101. 1%     3, 868 4916 1, 048 27. 1%     673, 138 715586 42,448 6. 3%
35b44years 778 951 173 222 b 5,656 4985      - 671    - 11. 99b 824,182 681094  - 143,088    - 17. A96
45 to 54 yecas 596 904 308 51. 7     4, 226 6192 1, 966 46.5     665,695 807898 142,202 21. 4°6
55 b 59 yean 168 381 213 126.89     1, 526 2340 814 53.3%     226,857 349,589 122,732 54. 196
60 to 64 years 217 298 81 37.3%     1. 202 1, 889 687 57.296 178,012 279. 775 101. 763 57.2%
65 to 74 years 433 525 92 21. 2%     1, 666 2654 988 59.3%     295,825 354427 58,602 19. 896
75 to 84 years 491 500 9 1. 8qb 1, 166 1371 205 17. 6%     212,840 222030 9, 190 4. 34b
85 years and over 351 392 41 11. 79b 560 655 95 17.09      85,601 106,664 21, 063 24. 6
Toial 5520 8111 2591 46.9ib 31, 287 37,825 6, 538 20.9%   4,919,479 5,303,925 384,446 7.8

Source: US Census 200o and 2oio

CAMBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 2: Demographi^°      
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Figure 2-: Cainbridge Population, 2014
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INCOME

In 2014, the median household income in Cambridge was An estimated 10. 4 percent of Cambridge residents over the

47, 66. This is lower than both Isanti County($ 59 5gg) age of 65 are living in poverty. Unlike the rest of the state,
and the State of Minnesota($ 60,832). It is estimated that residents under the age of 25 in both Cambridge and Isanti
io.i percent of residents in Cambridge are living below the County have high median household incomes. Table 2- 3
poverty line, lower than the statewide rate of ii.5 percent.       describes these differences in income by age group.
Household incomes vary by age in Cambridge, with older
residents making much less than younger residents.

Table 2-3: Income by Age Group

Median Household Income
Age

Cambridge lsanti County Minnesota

Under 25 50,208 49,928 28, 656

25 to 44 59, 158 72, 166 68,028

45 to 64 65, 594 76,637 74,820

65 and older 39, 161 47,264 38,446

All Householders 47,766 59,588 60,832

Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4
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FUTURE C R0IIVTH AND POPULATI4IV Demographer' s i ates: This method also uses the State
PROJECTIONS Demographer's projections for Isanti County through 2040

but it assumes that Cambridge will grow at the same rate
Similar to the timing of the last Comprehensive Plan for as the County is expected to grow during each decade.
the City of Cambridge, the City today is poised to continue For example the County is expected to grow by i6.8%
its growth over the next 2o years. Four formulas were

from i990 to 200o so i6.8% was added to the City's i990
used to calculate possible population projections. The population to estimate its 200o population. From 200o to
first two methods were based on the actual population

2oio the County is expected to grow by 6. 4% so the City's
counts for the City of Cambridge for the years 198o to 2015

2010 population is projected by adding 6.4% to its 2000

and assume that growth will continue along these trends Population and so on.

through 2040. The formulas are as follows:

Figure 2- 4 illustrates projected growth in the City using
Straight Line: This method uses the average number

these different models.

of people per decade that the City added to its population
over the past 35 years from 198o to 2oi5. The city gained       

er working ith the Minnesota State Demographer,

an average of 89 people per year. Thus the City's 2020, it was determined that the Top Down method was the
2ogo and 204o populations were calculated by adding 89 most realistic for the City. Relying on state projections for
people each decade to its 2oi5 base population.    future household sizes( 2. 45 residents per household), the

projected number of households was calculated( Table

Exponential: This method uses the average rate of 2- 4)• These population and household growth projections
growth the City saw per decade between i98o and 2oi5. have helped to inform future land use and housing
This calculation reveals that the City grew by 23. i%each

needs, as discussed in Chapter: Land Use of this Plan.

decade thus the City's 2000, 2oio and 202o populations It is important to note that these projections are only an
were calculated by increasing the population by 23. i%each estimate of growth and that projecrions should be updated

decade beginning with the 2oi5 base. routinely, as new population data becomes available.

Top Down: This method combines population Table 2- 4.: Projected Household Growth( relying
projections prepared by the State Demographer's Office on the Top Down population projection for 204)
with historic population trends. It first calculates the City
average share of the County's population from 196o to

Year
Projected Projected Household

i99o. During this period the City on average comprised Population Households Change
i80 of the total population in Isanti County This method 2010 8, 1 1 1 3, 31 1
then looks at the Demographer' s projections for Isanti

2015 8,496 3, 466 155County through 204o and allocates i8%of the projected

populations to Cambridge Thus the City's 200o population 2020 9, 650 3,938 470
is i8%of the County's projected 200o population, the 2030 1 1, 480 4, 684 745
2oio City population is i8%of the projected 2oio County 2040 13, 660 5, 576 890population and so on.

2045 13, 700 5,596 20

Figure 2- 4: Cambridge Projected Population
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CH PTEl 3:

HOUSl tG

INTRODUCTION EXISTING HOUSINC STOCK

Housing is a critical component of every city. Available,  Although some homes in Cambridge are older, especially
affordable, and safe housing is necessary for a in the historic downtown, much of the City's housing
community to accommodate the growth of all segments stock is newer. Over 75 percent of the City's housing stock
of its population. It provides a vital link between the 3 379 total units) was built after i97o. In fact, the most
community's population growth, economic development prolific construction period in the City was the 2000s. This
goals, and its land use priorities. Cambridge, like most decade saw the construction of over i,000 new homes.

communities in Minnesota, has an aging population. This Today, homes built between 200o and 2oio account for
group has unique needs both in housing amenities and 32 percent of the City's housing stock. This housing stock
costs. In order to encourage growth in the population composition is illustrated in Figure 3- i.

and local economy, housing may be needed in Cambridge
for residents of differing income levels, multi-family and Of the 3,379 housing units in Cambridge, only i93
single-family units, and for purchase and rent.     5.'7 percent) are vacant. As illustrated in Figure 3- 2,

approximately two thirds of housing units in Cambridge

Previous Studies are owner occupied and the remaining third is renter
occupied.

Since 2oi3, numerous housing studies have been
conducted in Cambridge and in the region( see Appendix Figure g-2: Housing Tenure in Cambridge

A). These studies have assessed housing stock needs for
families, working people, and seniors, and if that stock is
currently available. These studies found housing needs
including:

Additional units for seniors

Additional affordable units for working families

Housing with community facilities such as
playgrounds and on- site laundry

T vo- story, walk-up apartments
Owner-occupied

These studies, with additional community engagement
and guidance from the Steering Committee, have helped to Renter-occupied

inform the housing goals listed at the end of this chapter.
Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4

Figure- 1: Housing Stock Age in Cambridge
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l1BLDING PERhNITS lPiD NEVI( CONSTRUCTION

As discussed earlier in this chapter, the main period Like many community across America, in the period
of housing stock construction in Cambridge was in the between 2008 and 2oii, the City saw very little new
i99os and early 2000s. As illustrated in Figure 3- 3 on housing construction. The economic downturn and
the following page, many units were constructed as new housing market crash halted development across the
neighborhoods in the southwest part of the City. The region. However, the City of Cambridge has again
early 2000s were the main period of growth for these new continued to issue residential building permits. In fact,
communities. Some scattered residential developinent and most housing since 2oi3 has been multifamily units. New
commercial development did occur during this period as residential building permits are summarized in Table 3- 1.
well.

Table- B: New Residential Building Permits in Caxnbridge, 200- 2oi6

Year
Residential Single Family Residential Multifamily

Permits Number of Units

2007 50 3 9

2008 1 0 0

2009 4 1 30

2010 5 0 0

2011 3 1 12

2012 15 0 0

2013 20 1 24

2014 28 12 66

2015 36 1 4g

2016 39 10 10

2017*      13 2 172

2oi represents a partial year spanning January through April
Source: City of Cambridge
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HOUSIIVG 4LUES / ND RE{VT 4FFORDA LITY

In 2oi4, the median housing value in Cambridge was W hat is Affordable Housing?
ig, 800 and the median rent was$ 696 per month. Both

housing values and rents in Cambridge are similar to,    
According to the US Department of Housing and Urban

but lower than, units in Isanti County. Housing values Development( HUD), housing is affordable for a resident
across the State of Minnesota are also higher, though if they spend less than 3o percent of their gross income on
this is probably due to housing units in and around the housing costs. Residents who pay more than 3o percent of
Twin Cities, which tend to be higher than communities their income towards housing costs are considered to be
elsewhere in the State. Table 3- 2 and Table g- 3 describe

cost-burdened". Similarly, homeowners may be burdened
home values and rent in Cambridge, respectively.  if their home is valued at more than 2. 5 times their gross

annual salary. It' s important to note that housing costs
Table g- 2: Home Values ira Cambridge include rent or mortgage payments, utilities, insurance,

property taxes( for owned units), and HOA fees.
Community Lower Median Upper

Qutsrtiie Quartile Housing that is affordable can be subsidized by the
Cambridge 91, 700     $ 137,800     $ 169, 500 government( income restricted units) or occur naturally.

Isanti Count Naturally occurring affordable housing includes units that
y      $ 120, 600     $ 167,500     $ 239,900

are older or smaller, which makes them lower in value and
State of cost.

Minnesota
123, 600     $ 185, 200     $ 275,900

Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4
Affordability in Cambridge

Despite having lower median rental values than elsewhere
Table g- g: Monthly Rent in Cambridge in Isanti County, many renters in Cambridge still face

challenges affording housing. In Cambridge in 2oi4,
Community Lower Median Upper nearly Coo( about 56 percent) of renters were considered

Qudrfile Quartile cost-burdened. In fact, 29i( 28 percent) renters spent

Cambridge 542 696 983 more than 5o percent of their income on housing. Figure
3- 4 illustrates housing cost-burden in Cambridge. Neti

Isanti County 529 841 954
affordable housing to support the City's low income

State of
531 835 998 Population and seniors would help to alleviate the burden

Minnesota for these residents.

Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4

Figure 3- 4: Income spent on rent for renters in Cambridge
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Area Median Income and Affordability rab e 3-: e 1 1[ ednan Income and A.ffordable
i.Tnits in Cambridge

When a city, county, or housing and redevelopment
authority sets affordable housing requirements, they do so p,nnual Peo'cent of Affordable    4ffordable
based on the area median income( AMI). The Area Median Fqmily AhAI Il ionthly Home Value
Income is the median income of all families across the city.       Income Costs
In Cambridge, the Area Median Income is$ 52,351• 

15, 705 30%   Up to Up to

Housing affordability is defined as a housing cost that is 392 39, 200

affordable to a group of residents earning a percentage 26, 175 50%   Up to Up to
of the area median income, in particular, 3o percent, 654 65, 400
5o percent and 8o percent of the area median income.     41, 881 80%   Up to Up to
Table 3- 4lists the percentages of area median income in 1, 047 104,700
Cambridge and the range of unit costs that are affordable

52,351 1 OO a Up to Up toto families in those income brackets.
median)       $ 1, 308 130, 800

Affordability Solutions

There are numerous programs, strategies, and designs

that may create housing opportunities for all residents
of Cambridge, regardless of their income or stage in life.
These strategies have been implemented in communities

across America as ways to address diverse housing needs.
Some of these solutions include:

1!' ix of units in the city: apartment units,
condominiums, and townhomes are smaller and

often less expensive to build per unit than single

family units. An example of this diversity of units
can also include Accessory Dwelling Units.

Planned Unit Developments: PUDs allow for

fle cibility to develop single family and townhomes
in the same neighborhood. Cambridge currently has
a Planned Unit Development District that allows for

increased density in new, planned neighborhoods.

Affordability Requirements: the City can set
standards that require a certain number of units in

new apartment buildings be rented at 8o percent
AMI.

IDeveloper Incentives: incentives can be used to

encourage affordability such as allowing increased
density, reduced parking requirements, or tax
benefits.

Accessory Dwelling Units( ADUs): private

property owners can help to increase the rental
housing stock by building small units on their
property. ADUs can be located within a single family
home( a" granny flat") or be a separate structure( a
carriage house).

I.and Trttsts: a non-profit or government agency
owns land and allows a family own the home on
top of the land. When the home is bought or sold,
it is sold for less, since the value of the land is not
incorporated into those costs.

j__
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h(OtJSIR9C COALS

Goal 2
Goal 1

Support Cambridge's quality of life; promote the
Provide for the needs of Cambridge's multigenerational communit s unique character through the development

community by supporting a variety of housing types,     of diverse, well-designed, and well-connected residential

including affordable housing and neighborhood neighborhoods.

development forms.

Policy Z. i: Develop and enforce the necessary codes
e Policy i.i: Identify and actively pursue housing goals,     to ensure the continued maintenance of the housing

needs, issues and resources.    stock.

Policy a. 2: Recognize and promote the goals of the Policy 2.2: Promote and support the rehabilitation
City's HRA housing plans.      or redevelopment of substandard housing. Explore

opportunities for the City to participate financially
o Policy i.3: Encourage the development of a balance on redevelopment projects that remove blighting

of housing types, including market rate, low to influences and market obsolete buildings and replace
moderate income, and congregate, to meet the needs them with projects that meet community needs.
of all citizens, including young adults and senior
citizens. Policy 2.3: Promote the maintenance and

improvement of the existing housing stock, including
Policy i.4: Work closely with Federal, State, County,      retrofitting existing homes to better serve toda s
and local agencies and organizations that can help f i,

Cambridge meet its housing goals.
o Policy 2.4: Identify and explore zoning methods that

Policy i.5: Encourage the private sector to utilize allow mixed-use neighborhoods, which could include
Federal, State, County, local, and other available encourage a variety of housing types, styles, and
resources and incentives in order to promote varied values as well as supporting commercial uses.
housing opportunities.

o Policy 2.5: Consider innovative ways to increase
o Policy. 6: Encourage the location of a wide range residential density in existing developed

ofhousing types throughout the City to avoid a neighborhoods without negatively impacting
concentration of high density.  adjacent land uses.

Policy i.: Encourage and promote the development o policy 2.6: Support and enhance Cambridge's
of senior housing. residential character by establishing regulations that

specifically address how the proposed residential
Policy i.8: Continue to partner with organizations

neighborhoods:

like the Greater Minnesota Housing Fund,
Nlinnesota Housing, the Initiative Fund, and a.  Are compatible with adjacent uses, public
other organizations to deliver safe, attractive, and facilities, and infirastructure systems;
affordable housing.    b.  Impact surrounding environmental and

natural resources;

c.   Access, where applicable, nearby parks,
public spaces, recreational facilities, and
greenways, blueways, and natural open

spaces;

d.  Connect to adjacent residential

developments, mixed-use centers, economic
areas, public faciliiies, natural resources,

and other community facilities; and
e.   Contnb̀ute to the overall design,

landscaping, and aesthetics that make up the
community's character.

C 6 9DGE CONd REHENS9VE PL 4 U CHAPTER 3: Housing 14
25-



I T T

IIVTRODUCTIORB G& OB( T aP9 06', T60fV 6 11VClPLES

Since 2ooi, Cambridge has grown considerably, economic The Cit s transportation guiding principles will serve
conditions have changed, and, in many instances, travel as an overall framework for this transportation chapter.
patterns have shifted. In that respect, the development of These principles reflect the expressed needs and
the transportation chapter provides Cambridge with an desires of the citizens and businesses of Cambridge.
opportuniiy to establish a new vision for the community The guiding principles will influence the direction of
and the future framework of the transportation system.  future transportation improvements throughout the
Transportation facilities both link and, in some cases,    community. These principles will also be used as a tool
separate land uses within communiiies and throughout for guiding infrastructure improvements and furthering
a county or region. Therefore, the Transportation the transportation vision for Cambridge. The following
Plan is an integrated component of the Cambridge principles reflect the communiiy's desire to provide a safe,
Comprehensive Plan because it assesses all components of convenient, multi-modal, and environmentally-responsible
the transportation system. This chapter encompasses the transportation infrastructure for Cambridge and the
location, limits, function, and capacity of all transportation surrounding area:
facilities in and surrounding the community.

To develop a system of streets that is consistent with
PURPOSE AIVD COI TEIVT OF HE efficient transportation patterns throughout the

TR 4I SPORT TEO Q. e41 11 community, which provides safe and timelytravel
for residents, visitors, commuters, and commercial

The purpose of the Cambridge Transportation Plan is to nsers by creating a network of routes that separate
provide the policy and program guidance needed to make

ti' c accordi.ng to length of trip, speed, land
appropriate transportation related decisions when land accessibility, and development plans.
use changes occur, when elements of the transportation

Lpcaj street patterns should minimi e clrcuitous
system need to be upgraded, or whea transportation

o    

vel because it increases trip lengthproblems occur. This T ansportation Plan defines how
e'

Cambridge will provide for an integrated transgortation
el consumption, and emissions. Local street

system that will serve existing and future needs of design should permit flexibility in community
residents, businesses, visitors, and how the Cit s system

design, sufficient parlung, and allow sireets that
are compatible with all design objectives of a

of roadways will complement the portion of the Isanti
neighborhood.

County roadway system and state highway system that
lie within and surrounding the City of Cambridge. To a Encouraged and facilitate opportunities to allow
provide for safe transportation facilities that offer adequate y g d bilang throughout the community.
capacity( existing and future) with a high level ofmobility,
a transportation improvement plan that corresponds to Enhance transit services as the community and
Cambridge's overall comprehensive plan must be adopted,     needs grow to a scale that can support additional
implemented, routinely utilized, and regularly maintained.     transits services and fac lities.

TR 4f lSPORTATIOI @ VBSIOf+6 OPportunities to expand additional modes of
transportation( i.e. air travel and railroad corridors)

The intent of this vison statement is to pronounce a
should be preserved and expanded in a safe and

desired outcome in general terms. The transportation
efficient manner.

vision was developed by considering key findings related
e City shall ensure local and regional

to the iransportation system and integrating public input
portation plans are regularly updated to

generated as part of the community outreach associated
effectively guide planning and attract future

with the Comprehensive Plan Update.       development.

The transportation network in the Cit ofCambridge
willfacilitate the efficient mouement ofcitizens, visitors,
and commerce within and through the city on a safe, well
maintained, convenient, coordinated, sustainable, and

fiscally responsible network ofroutes using a balan.ced
mulii-modal transportution system".

2o r RIDG€ COf RREFYENBSIVE PLA 9 CNAPTER 4: Transportation
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EXIS'61NG ROADW Y JURtSDICTIQf AL Jurisdictional Classification Guidelines
GLASSIFICATION SYSTENI

Jurisdictional classification is based on a variety of
Jurisdiction over the system of roadways in Cambridge is issues and factors including functional classification,
shared among three levels of government( state, county, system continuity, access control, type of trips served
and city). Roadway jurisdiction is important because length of road and length of trip served), average daily
it affects a number of critical organizational functions traffic volumes, special facilities served, and funding and
and obligations including regulatory, maintenance,       maintenance issues. Functional classification is a means
construction, and financial obligations of each by which roadways are grouped into classes according
governmental unit. Jurisdictional classification is intended to the character of service they are intended to provide.
to maintain a balance of responsibility among state,      Functional classification is further discussed in the

county, and municipal agencies. Figure 4- i depicts the following sections.
existing jurisdictional classification for all roadways within
and immediately surrounding the Ciry of Cambridge. The State Highway System: Generally, state jurisdiction
system includes the trunk highway system, managed by is focused on routes that can be characterized as serving
the Minnesota Department of Transportation( MnDOT), longer trips at higher speeds with regional, inter-counry,
the County State Aid Highway( CSAH) and County or state- wide travel needs. State highways commonly have
Road system, managed by Isanti County, and the City's the highest traffic volumes, accommodate more truck
Municipal State Aid System( MSAS) and local city streets,       movements, and are typically spaced at intervals consistent
managed by Cambridge. Furthermore, several roadways with population density, such that developed areas of the
located in the future growth area for the city are currently state are within reasonable distance of a state highway.
under township jurisdiction.   The functional classification system for roads under the

state jurisdiction is normally Principal Arterial or Minor
In general, the following relationships regarding Arterial. Within the City of Cambridge, MnDOT has
jurisdictional designations are observed:    jurisdiction on Trunk Highway 65 and Trunk Highway 95•

Roadways that serve regional, inter-county or The state highway system provides vital links for
state-wide travel needs are typically owned and Cambridge to surrounding communities such as Braham
maintained by MnDOT.  and Mora to the north, Princeton and Saint Cloud to the

west, North Branch to the east, and Isanti and the Twin
Roadways that serve sub- regional needs generally Cities to the south. MnDOT' s existing annual average daily
qualify as county state aid highways or county roads traffic( AADT) volumes indicate Highway 65 carries a
and are owned and maintained by Isanti Couniy.  range of traffic froin 8,40o trips( north of Highway 95) to

Roadways that primarily serve local trips and
l0,90o trips( south of Highway 95). Traffic volumes along
Highway 95 have a vide range depending on the location

property access are owned and maintained by within the community. Near the western and easternCambridge or the surrounding townships.   
fringes of the community with approximately, goo
trips and 8,20o trips, respectively. However, in the more
urbanized areas traffic volumes increase substantially with
nearly i4,000 trips in the downtown area( west of Highway
65) to 22,50o trips in the commercial retail corridor east

of Highway 65. Other state highways in the surrounding
areas include Highway 47 and US Highway i69 to the west
and Interstate g5 to the east.

CAN6BRIDGE COMPREHENSlYE PLAN CHAPTER 4: Transporfation 2      ,
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Isanti Counfy I aad System: The County's EXISTiI G R0 4DWAY FUNCTIONAL
jurisdictional system is made up of both Counry State CLe4SSIE{ C aTlON SYSTEIVI
Aid Highways (CSAH) and County Roads( CR). These
roads provide connections throughout Isanti County and

Functional classification is a system by which roadways
convenient access to urban areas and state highways.     

are grouped according to the function they are intended
The County system emphasizes higher mobility rather

to serve. Basic to this process is the recognition that
than land access and can include some form of access

indi idual roadways do not function independently,
management control that will assist in preserving mobility rather most travel involves movement along a network
and safety. The functional classification system for

of different functional types of roads. In simplistic terms
roads under the County's jurisdiction is usually Minor

nctional classification" involves determining what roleArterial, Major Collector, or Minor Collector. A county level of mobility versus property access) each roadway
roadway system is often spaced at intervals consistent

should perform prior to determining its design features,
with population density so as to provide reasonable access such as street widths, design speed, and intersection
to arterial or collector roads. Traffic volumes on county control. Furthermore, functional classification is an
roadways tend to be at moderate levels and most often

important consideration in the development of local land
within the capacity range of a two- lane roadway.   use regulations. The mobility of higher classified roadways

should be protected by careful management of site
Existing roadways within the City of Cambridge that are

development and access spacing standards. Transportation
under Isanti County's jurisdiction include: County Road i4 problems commonly occur when a roadway' s design andPolk Street), County Road 2( Emerson Street), County the management of access to the roadway are inconsistentRoad g3 ( Old Main Street), Couniy Road 34( Xylite Street),     

th the functional and operating demands imposed by the
County Road 43 313th Avenue), County Road 45( Xylite surrounding land uses.
Street), County Road 6( Paul's Lake Road), and County
Road o( Spirit River Drive).   

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of i973 first established
the functional classification concepts, procedures, and

City Streets: The City of Cambridge has a comprehensive
criteria that are still being utilized today. Four basic

network of local streets. City streets are typically closely functional classification categories are typically used for
spaced shorter routes that primarily focus on providing transportation planning. The functional classificationland access and connections between neighborhoods and categories include:
commercial nodes rather than continuity to outlying areas.
The functional classification of most city streets is collector

principal Arterials;
roadways, but in some cases can be designated as arterial
routes if they serve highly developed areas or provide Minor Arterials;

important connections between major traffic generators
such as industrial parks, shopping centers, and medical or Collectors; and

education complexes.    

Local Streets.

Township Roads: The City is surrounded by four
townships( Springvale, Cambridge, Isanti, and Bradford),       

The Federal Highway Administration has established
which all have a network of regularly spaced township guideline ranges for travel volume( vehicle miles traveled)
roadways that primarily focus on providing land access and mileage percentage recommendations for each of the
to adjacent properties. Township roads also provide four functional classification categories for both urban and
connections to state highways, the Isanti County roadway rural areas. MnDOT, Isanti County, and Cambridge have
system and, in some cases, to ciry streets. Township roads designated their roadways in a fashion that complies with
commonly carry low levels of traffic and have minimal the intent of the federal standards.
design features including gravel surfaces.

As previously mentioned, a functional classification system
also provides a means for identifying roadways which
are oriented toward providing mobility for through-trips
Principal and Minor Arterials) versus those that are

oriented more toward providing accessibility or land access
Collectors and Local Streets). Figure 4-2 depicts the

reiationship between land access and mobility and how the
different classifications of roads provide varying degrees
of mobility versus land access. Figure 4-3 shows the basic
framework and layout of the functional classification

system of roads.
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Principal Arterials igure 4-2: I elationship between Land Access and
1Vlobility

Principal arterials typically have the highest volume
capacity and provide the highest level of service at higher

FU71ChU/!( fI C/aSSlfC4110/ 1
speeds for the longest uninterrupted distance. This type
of roadway is intended to connect larger cities with

I°'"':'':'°°' 1e1

O' Clll C'lll Frcr ca x

one another and connect major business centers. The
functional emphasis is on mobility rather than land access. 

M°;°, 4'«'' i'

The nature of land uses ad' acent to rinci al arterials isp p I 4iuorA yeii lti

typically of a higher intensity. Trunk Highway 65( south of
Highway 95) and the portions of Trunk Highway 95 within o M, r u« a,

the city limits are classified as principal arterial roadways
see Figure 4- 4).      

a„ c, u, t

G

Principal Arterial Roadway Characteristics:    Access
L,

u

Emphasis on mobility rather than pro iding land
e""`

access, with exception of urban core areas.

Increasing Access -
High speed design with travel speeds of 55 mph or
greaterin ruralareas.

Serve longer trips( regional, inter-county, state-
wide). Figure 4-3: Basic Functional Classification System

Framework

Commonly spaced at least 6 to i2 miles apart.

FUNCTIONAL ROADWAY CLASSIFICATION

Minor Arterials MINOR
ARTERIAL

Minor arterials are intended to connect important

locations both inside and outside of Cambridge. The
LOCAL

function of this type of roadway is intended to provide g
service for trips of moderate length at a somewhat lower W

level of mobility than principal arterials. However, ou o
minor arterials should continue to have a greater focus a
on mobility rather than providing land access. Minor 0Arterials generally connect to principal arterials, other d

minor arterials, or major collectors. They are commonly
of regional importance because they relieve traffic on, MINOR

LOCAL

ARTERIAL

or substitute for principal arterials when necessary. In
the city, the following roadways are classified as minor
arterials( see Figure 4- 4)

Highway 95( outside of the city limits);       Minor Arterial Roadway Characteristics:

Highway 65( north of Highway 95);      Emphasis more on mobility rather than providing

Main Street( 3i3th Avenue to Highway 65 north of
land access.

the city limits);       
e Hi her s eed desi ng P g  35- 4o mph or greater).

Opportunity Boulevard( i6th Avenue to Highway Serve longer( regional, inter-county, inter-city) trips
95);

Dellwood Street( iith Avenue to Highway 95)

iith Avenue( Dellwood Street to Main St.)

24 ARBRIDGE CONiPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 4: Transportation i
30-



1 NE    i J

sM y
4

Jg    roe al

S
t

NE., y,.

di

e.

w.en.. we 550

t

1  
P3 o

y      

N
3at tAve

M,

2,      y h'       ,      
N` i E j

e  p
E'

o
339[ h Ava NE.   d 

j     11iM1AveNE f,
T j 338tl11aNE
u     

9MAvaNW          
l

3TNAw   .   
a

8[ hAveNW l_\     

1   .,      2 ] fhAveNW       p`      
gq r "

6t AveNW

y
i .. ;      

r
S     

155

n  '     

FGtS

8
a'

e %

IhAveNW   6 0  
1 4rJo         

NMIauIFv  

N
F4     • NW; t   ;  .  .   E,

am nNW   .  N     s         , 
pO

E

O

r j i' < =   o m  ,  S ^      o

o I 
n,... auis„,,, i' i 950 1, 800 3, 000    ,     '   M o,

00

7, 700    --    "    
71, 000 13,800 21, 500 22, 500

1, 900 1; 550',       `'   ' '  o z a., ws o
O N..    .  N. sea anw F r

N
AOv 3W_,       ..

O
t

Ny.. 
3rtlRvaS  

O    :]
nCA SE O '   ' ..,     

i . .

a
O O         i9:     t

i., 
c.lmw."     

N.,. oo SIM1FveSW
O0      0 C          aaA'.   

00             n     ..    

Aa`'    3: i_`/M
BthAvaSW.     P    ,    _\

l '   .`/ ' 
0

9E .f
yeM Ave NE BM Aw 8W,       

M V$ E 7E p,       

z,, cs

e,   yt1tliAvaNE

LL

f`       

4w 10M'

9 4:     
f   

28thAva

a 1 rm.. sw 2 850 3 050 a",
o  ."     

a t11NAv5 ` i        

d e bw' i     ;
ci. k. aa m ..   g i         s"e

o 0 0      r o i         1 1
p     ly ,    -/    ,'     . ,.   

e°<  o N
g  !   

j    1
O>  . 

L     ,,       

3   a       3 BOO  : ('' RN6.
18tM1Aw5E

f:     . p N, G tl O SE,"   11    
1\\

1      .\  
I

j `\     
Gi      ' 3 QQ`    .      FlanUertStNE   !

d,,   
2, 250' em n se+       .

F
emn se J

i     -   pi
eF

o
i       =::_

1W' Aw9     . 7i      i
ZOIhA RE

i'      OQ

ry

A SW.

y

i.,...    

I.

1_   
i)    0   `+:  uennwsw  ^ ig i   "     

Fann e    / j  .r)

f` ` v'        i    0 5    .. _       S

a   .<  
Otl 4 NE/ i Mud

E o  v-,,.,.:'. a4@ j/      pEi   
J

LV,   Q          

f    /`     Q'   Y i    pt V      /     

Y      

3 j
W 1         

1YBthAwSW_....       , 
i            Gt Bt y   ,•^    3, f

1

s

r - t_          o°°
n:       ,\~ o  /   //!

2-.   
i

Z,    r ry %    ° 6.,;',  Elmn     /,,     ...._.,` i`    ;  /

r

j/    3AOAnSW~        tlA SW Y' 
i J

O,
NE  ,

g
f..!'   ............  ......]

1 NAw.NE

S(..£      

2j , 9

3amav. sw y.
w

Florence   /.`

Y

f'^\'    

r i_.
e..

i         o  ,  

r

1 sn

f f      ¢:.' Mtot t.       
ine: sw   ; (    

o. s.  1   J      -.>-... ...:,.    L

l i     1
84. A i

m

yW       \ 

L
S

f e 
F

3 m,,. He   i°
m:

s 950._
8

0:   2 600

i/   ".       1

r31 t Aw.NE          

v/`_      r-     r

Existing Functional Class
m a

W Principal Arterial

s

a

iMinor Arterial

1   
1

o
i Collector

1

3

Local Street

q new. norNE L---   W

V   -,.       ''      

f
XXX ExistingAADT( 20142075)

y
OSMAveNE T. _  ...... ..- _..:_s      . ..  ..._ . :.-.. r-  ._...

W
r .   ...    ._.     .:...   

s

aP

tl NE
R'  O O2S O. S

aov,:
r- .     

Miles

e!     PrJectNumber: MNTO] 13] 803 FIGURE 4-4

a.i P a z,=,   Existing Functional Classification I

MepoyMm wVF

r E,-„"""°
k°°  Cambridge, MN

o,.,.., a,.. n.....,....,, e,., m,. 9,. a„ w,. w.. o.  .,....,,..., a. moP... a,. aMe wfl..,.. d_...,.,,.,.._. . 9. ,. u.. e,.,.,.., ,..,.,..,.„ da.._,,...., o,.., m,..,. a  ., .........,,,

ro

C,o, MBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 4: Transportation 25
31-



COIIeCtOCS Collector Roadway Characteristics:

Within a functional classification system there are Emphasis equally balanced between mobility and
collector roadways, which provide a balance between land providing land access for major collectors and more
access and mobility. Collector roadways are designed to focused on land access for minor collectors.

serve shorter trips that occur primarily within the City,
and to collect and distribute traffic from one part of the Serving shorter length trips within and through the

community to another and from employment centers to community.

the arterial system. These roadways can be part of the
Commonly spaced at i/2 mile apart in urban areas.

county roadway system as well as the local street system.
The collector system in the Cambridge Area includes the Travel speeds typically range from 30- 4o mph in
following roadways( see Figure 4- 4 on the previous page):       urban areas.

Buchanan Street( 2nd Ave. N to 3rd Ave. S)

Local Roadways
Cypress Street( Highway 95 to 6th Ave. N)

Dellwood Street( ilth Ave. S to i8th Ave. S) 
1 other public roadways within the Cambridge Area

city streets and township roads) are classified as local
Emerson Street( Highway 95 to Main St.)    roadways.

Fern Street( 5th Ave. N to 9th Ave. S) Local Roadway Characteristics:

Flanders Street( Highway 95 to i6th Ave. S)   Local roads provide the highest level of direct

Garfield Street S( Highway 95 to iith Ave. SE)      property access and typically carry lower traffic
volumes at slower speeds( 3o mph or less).

Old Main Street( iith Ave. S to i6th Ave. S)    
pically serve trips that range from one city block in

Opportunity Boulevard( Highway 95 to 343rd Ave. N urban areas to less than 2 miles in rural areas.

Highway 95 to i6th Ave. S)   
Local roadways are spaced as needed.e

PauPs Lake Road( i6th Ave. S to 313th Ave. NE)

Polk Street( Highway 95 to north city limits)

Rum River Drive( iith Ave. S to 18th Ave. S)

Spirit River Drive( Highway 95 to south city limits)

Xylite St. NE( i6th Ave. SE to 3i3th Ave. NE)

2nd Avenue North( Fern St. to Buchanan St.)

2nd Avenue South( Spirit River Dr. to Buchanan St.)

3rd Avenue South( Dellwood St. to Buchanan St.)

5th Avenue North( Fern St. to Cypress St.)

6th Avenue North( C press St. to Main St.)

9th Avenue South( Fern St. to Dellwood St.)

irth Avenue South( Rum River Dr. to Dellwood St. &

Main St. to Garfield St.)

i6th Avenue South( Old Main St. to Opportunity
Blvd.)

i8th Avenue South( Rum River Dr. to Main St.)

3i3th Ave. NE( Main St. to Xylite St. NE)

i  _  _
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EXISTIf G T P6SPO TATIOt B EED e ND F cisting Traffic Volumes and System Capacity
ISSUE     Analysis

It is important that an analysis of the transportation A review of potential capacity constraints on the e sting
system needs and issues is based on both an evaluation of local and regional roadway system was completed using
the existing transportation system and an understanding of the most recent traffic volume counts( as previously shown
how the tr affic will likely grow in the near-term as well as on Figure 4-4)•
many years into the future. This section focuses on exisiing
transportation system issues and needs. Several issues Traffic operations data indicates that a roadway begins to
discussed in the following sections were identified by the experience noticeable operational problems once traffic

Cambridge Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee.    approaches approximately 85 percent of a roadways design
capacity. For a two-lane road that means operational
problems begin to occur wlaen traffic volumes exceed

approximately io,5oo to i2,000 trips per day( see Table
4- i).

Table q. i:E verage I) ly T fìc(') P a xaing I.evel pacities lay Facility Ty e

Roadway Type Level of Service Based on ADT

A C D`   E F

Two-lane 8,Q00 8,000- 9,500 9, 25 10, 750 10,500- 12,000 11, 750- 13,250   > 13,250

Three-lane
9, 000 9,OQ0- 12,000 11, 500- 14,500 14,00 17,000 16, 500- 19- 500   > 19, 500center leff turn lane)

Four-lane undivided 12, 000 12,00 15, OQ0 14,50 17,500 17,000- 20,000 19, 500- 22,500   > 22,500

Four-lane divided
19, 000 19, 000-22,000 21, 500- 24,500 24-500- 27,000 26,500- 29, 500   > 29,500

center median)

ADT associate wi LOS D represent c vo umes approa   ' g 85-percent o a roadways esign capacrty.

Roadway level of service( LOS) is commonly used to Capacity deficiencies result in increased congesiion,
assign a value to the level of congestion and efficiency of reduced travel speeds, and increase travel times.
the roadway. IAS is a measure of delay and operating Furthermore, roadway congestion causes drivers to seek
conditions defined by the Highway Capacity Manual using out alternative routes, which can place additional traffic on
a grading scale from A to F.     county and city streets that may not be designed to ha.ndle

such a fuuction. Residential property owners along these
LOS A and B indicate conditions when iraffic demand routes recognize the increase in traffic when congestion
is well below the roadway capacity and travel is rather on the regional system occurs and this increase in traffic
unimpeded. At LOS C, the average speed decreases and can create conflicts with residential land uses. Capacity
slower traffic and turning traffic quickly cause delays and improvements typically begin to be planned for when a
congestion. Through LOS D, traffic volumes approach a roadway is operating at LOS I). This provides adequate
roadway's functional capacity, stoppage and delays begin opportunity to plan corrective improvements before
to occur, the average speed is substaniially lower, and operational problems reach LOS E or F.

passing is unlikely to occur. At LOS E, traffic demand
exceeds capacity, drivers are choosing other routes axid According to existing traf c volumes, Highway 95 west
times to travel, and any disturbance to the traffic flow, such of the existing four-lane section( west of Emerson Street)
as turning traffic, prompfly drops this condition to a LOS has daily traffic volumes approaching i4,000 vehicles per
F. A LOS F means traffic demaiad far exceeds capacity,   day. While this level of traffic does not exceed the capacity
heavy congestion is prevalent, long periods of stop and go of the highway it does result in traffic delays during
conditions occur, and travel time is severely degraded.   peak periods especially foa side street traffic and at the

signalized intersection( Buchanan Street and l ain Street).
The capacity thresholds listed in Table 4- i were Congestion can also result when trains block Highway
considered for the various roadways throughout the City 95 for extended periods of time. This issue is further
of Cambridge. In addition to assessing the operations of discussed later in this chapter. No other capacity concerns
the existing system, the capacity table provides a means have been identified in the City of Cambridge.
to determine what typical roadway sections would be
generally acceptable at various levels of traffic. The
information contained in the table was also utilized in aai

assessment of future capacity constraints.

C BRIDG COAA REHE( SIVE PLi4N CHAPTER 4: Transportati^      27
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Existing System Safety and Crash Analysis

Ensuring safe travel is one of the primary concerns for As expected, the Highway 95 corridor had the greatest
agencies responsible for improving and maintaining nuffiber of total crashes. This is in part due to higher traffic
transportation facilities. Safety and opeaational problems volumes and frequent access points along this corridor
often result when a roadway or system of roads inhibits that serves both a local and regional travel function. A
the erf'icient movement of travel. Other safety concerns review of local street intersections was conducted to assess
can arise due to tra c volumes on a particular roadway, potential" hot spots" with higher frequencies of crashes
intersection approaching, or exceeding the design capacity in the community. The list highlights a few intersections
of the transportation infrastructure. An effort must be that should be monitored for safety concerns. If a safety
made to correct design problems which contribute to concern is identified a more detailed safety study should be
unsafe or inefficiettt conditions.       conducted that would better define the issue and possble

mitigation options.

To evaluate potential safety issues within Cambridge,
a crash analysis was performed using the Minnesota a Main Street and 2nd Avenue SW( io crashes)

Department ofTrausportation' s Crash Mapping Sofiware
MnCNlA1 for crashes reported between the years 2ou 1Viain Street and iith Avenue SW( ia crashes)

and 20, 5. CMAT crash data was collected for state trunk
highways, county state-aid highways and county roads.     

M' eet and Central Avenue( 6 crashes)

Figures 4-5 and 4-6 illustrate the five-year crash history o i6th Avenue SE and Joe's Iake Road/ Paul's Lake
for roadways within the Cambridge Area. According to the Road( crashes)

MnDOT database, a total of 56g crashes were reported on
roadways located within the city limits during the five-year
analysis period. It should be noted that this number of Potential cause and analysis of crashes at a particular
crashes only reflects" reported" crashes. Instances where intersection was not conducted for this analysis. A
no law enforcement officer responded to a crash site or Roadway Safety Audit—Intersection Analysis is a tool
a crash report was not completed were not included in to better understand the traffic operations and provide
this assessment. Also, the frequency of crashes shown the detailed crash history for each site. These studies
on Figures 4-5 and 4-6 are difficult to illustrate as many outline specific improvements that may be consider in
crashes overlap one another, especially at intersection improvi.ng safety at a location. In addition, a more rigorous
locations.   investigation of possible geometric design changes or an

intersection control evaluation is recommended prior to
As depicted on Figure 4-5, the highest concentrations of determining corrective measures at any particular site.
crashes occixr at intersections and along coaridors with
higher traffic volrunes. Figure 4-5 is intended to provide
a graphical depiction ofhigh frequency crash areas and is
not intended to provide a total number of reported crashes.

Figure 4-6 7lustrates crash severity in the Cambridge
Area. Crashes of greatest concern are those that resulted

in fatalities arad major or moderate injury crashes. These
crashes should receive a disproportional level of attention

since they involve loss of life and potentially life altering
injuries. There were a total of one fatal crash, three severe

injury and 45 moderate injury crashes in the analysis
period. The vast majority of these higher severity injury
crashes occurred at roadway intersections.

2    
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E D fl B'  C R9EC I ETY EX STIBVG A D Ye ti FACILITOE

The transportation system within the Cambridge study The City of Cambridge and surrounding area has a variety
area was evaluated using a holistic approach to identify of modal transportation users and services, including:
potential continuity and connectivity issues for both transit, trucldng, railroads, snowmobilers, bicyclists and
vehicle and pedestrian firavel. The review resulted in the p es.

identification of four major continuity or connectivity
issues within Cambridge that should be addressed by The Chisago- Isanti County Heartland Express offers
future impmvements. These issues included: ( 1) the four-       public transit in Cambridge and throughout its two service
lane extension of Highway 95 through Cambridge;( 2)    counties. Dial-a- Ride bus service runs Monday through
lack of a grade-separated railroad crossing along Highway Friday. There is also deviated route service provided
95 (3) g Ps in the pedestrian and bicycle network limits throughout the Cambridge. This service follows a standard
system-wide connectivity; and( 4) lack of continuous east-      route, but service times and stops are adjusted based on
west corridors through the community due to Highway 65,      users demand and destinations. All buses are wheelchair
the BNSF Rl, and the Rum River,     accessible. Heartland Express aLso offers a bus commuter

route where transit riders meet at the Cambridge park-
I ighway g5 serves as the primary east-west arterial n-ride lot and are transported to East Bethel where they
corridor tlarough much of east-central Minnesota. Within connect with Metro Transit buses traveling to Minneapolis
the City of Cambridge, a segment of Highway 95 h      and S Paul. Both morni.ng and afternoon commuter runs
been converted to an urban four-lane divided section.    are provided at the current rate of$ 2 each way. Other
The expansion of Highway 95 to an entire four-lane transit services offered by Heartland Express include
facility within the city limifis aemains a long- range goal city-to-city service( e.g. Isanti to Cambridge) and medical
ofmany local residents and business owners. The City,   transport( e.g. Cambridge to Veteran's Hospital in St.
in cooperation with MnDOT, is currently worlung on a Cloud).

Highway 95 improeemeat project that would expand the
four-lane section to just west of Main Street. This issue is As noted earlier, the BNSF railroad corridor passes
further discussed in the Higlaway 95 Special Study section through Cambridge. The Northern Lights Express( NLX)
of this chapter.    is a proposed high speed passenger rail project that would

provide ra1 service between Minneapolis and Duluth. The
Land use patterns in Cambridge have been limited from proposed NLX project is discussed in more detail in the
westward e cpansion by the presence of the Rum River and 1 ansit and Rail Opportunities section of this chapter.

the topographic challenges associated with providing sewer
and water services to these areas. In addition, connectivity Localiy, Cambridge's commercial, industrial, and
and access between t}ie east and west sides of the river manufacturing employers rely on these trunk highway to
is restricted to only two crossings located within the get products delivered to and from the City.
City limits( e.g. Highway 95, 2nd Avenue SV and these

crossing are located only one block apart. This connectivity     icycle, pedestrian, and recreational facilides are discussed
issue could be addressed if a new river crossing could be further in Chapter 5: Utilities and Community Facilities.
located and constructed.
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Tt P RT t9 TEA 64LYSIS OF C PAC' SESSI EP' P
EUTUI E A EED

Cambridge generally has a well-planned system of
This analysis of future needs examines the transportation roadways that fulfill travel desires of residents and

system that currently serves the City of Cambridge and employees in the community. However, as development
documents anticipated future needs and deficiencies.     and travel demand increase, issues may arise regarding
Future transportation needs and recommendations roadway capacity.

are based on effects on the current system with an
application of long-range( 2o-year) tr affic projections.   To gain a clearer understanding of the primary areas of
The transportation system analysis includes the following concern regarding future roadway capacity constraints, an
elements:   assessment of forecast operational concerns throughout

the City has been completed using 2o-year traffic
Development of forecast traffic projections; projections along with planning level capacity guidelines

see Table 4-i earlier in this chapter).
An inventory and assessment of the roadway
system's existing and future capacity conditions and This assessment indicates nearly all roadways in
safety and traffic operations using 2o-year traffic Cambridge will continue to have sufficient capacity under
projections; their current geometric conditions. However, Highway

An invento and determination of the suitahili o      
95 between Emerson Street and west of Main Street has

3'  ao-year traffic projections exceedang the capacity of the
the current functional and jurisdictional designation existing thpee- lane highway section with volumes greater
of the local and regional roadway system in the Ciiy       19,00o trips per day. Also, Main Street south of
of Cambridge;      Highway 95 has projected volumes approaching the

Consideration of access and corridor preservation
Pacity of a iwo-lane highway section. As discussed

e

techniques; and,   
earlier in this chapter, the City is currendy planning
capacity improvements along Highway 95 west of Emerson

I eview of programmed or planned transportation Street. These improvements are being coordinated with
improvements.     MnDOT and the Highway 95 Task Force Committee.

These improvements are being sought to alleviate future
capacity concerns along Highway 95 in the downtown area

Fld[ bl' R F BC OL M PROJ CTIOIVS and to assist in improving traffic operations that are often
disrapted whea trains along the BNSF corridor block the

Traffic volume projections were prepared using a aY•

combination of a modified version of the Twin Cities

Collar County Traffic Model, MnDOT State Aid Traffic SAFETI ASSESSME IT

Growth Factors for Isanti County, historical MnDOT
Traffic F7ow 1l aps, and current and planned land use Since the frequency, severity and distn'bution of reported
maps for the City. The Collar County travel demand crashes indicate some" hot spots" it is recommended
model was developed by MnDOT and the Twin Cities that these areas be regularly monitored in the future to
Metropolitan Council. The model consists of computerized determine if conditions deteriorate to a point of concern
procedures for systematically predicting travel demand that corrective actions need to be implemented. Several
changes in response to development and transportation of these areas were identified earlier in this chapter,

facility changes. The Collar County model was completed in the Existing Safety and Crash Analysis subsection.
using data from an extensive regional Travel Behavior Additional locations may become apparent as a result of
Inventory( TBI) conducted by the early 2000's. Future new development and increases in traffic volumes. Certain
traffic paojections for major collector and arterial roadways locations may in fact be the result of an aging system
throughout the City are illustrated on Figure 4-, later in that was built prior to modern roadway design and safety
this chapter. standards. Implementation of current design standards

will help eliminate many safeiy concern areas located
throughout the community.

3    
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FUTURE JURISDICTIONAL CLA SIFiC TIOtV
SYSTE A

As discussed earlier in this chapter, roadwayjurisdiction
is important because it affects a number of organizational

funcdons and obligations( i.e. regulatory, maintenance,
construction, and financial). An investigation of the

existing jurisdictional system( see Figure 4- i earlier in
this chapter) versus the appropriate designation based on

the types and volume of trips a roadway serves, functional
classification, and maintenance ability was conducted.
The goal in reviewing jurisdiction is to match the function
of a roadway with the appropriate organizational level
government jurisdiction) that is best suited to handle the

route's function.

Jurisdictional Transfer Guidelines

Issues and factors that must be considered when

determining potential jurisdictional changes include:
historical practices, type of trips served( purpose and

length) by the roadway, existing and forecast volume of
traffic, access controls, existing and future functional
classification designation, legal requirements, and

funding and maintenance issues. A set ofjurisdictional
guidelines by governmental level( state, county, and city)
shall provide a basis to review the routes in Cambridge
for potential jurisdiciionai transfers, but are not to be
used to determine if a jurisdictional transfer is feasible or

politically acceptable, nor do they establish a timeframe
under which a transfer is to occur. Instead, the guidelines

define a common sense approach for arriving at logical
jurisdictional designations. Once there is agreement on
how the jurisdictional designations should be established,

an on-going jurisdictional transfer process will need to be
developed. This process should address issues such as the
financial implications for canstruction and maintenance

of the facility, operational implications( perceived level
of service, ability to maintain), perceived fairness in
the distribution of route responsibilities, and timing of
transfer. It is not anticipated that all guidelines must
be met in order for a jurisdictional designation to be
recom nended. However, the more criteria a route meets,

the stronger the case for considering a future change in
jurisdiction.

CANi RIDGE COM' REHENSIVE PLe M CHAPTER 4: Transportati      33
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Candidates for Potential Jurisdictional F TU E 4@ L C E C TIOPB SYSTER

Transfer
The existing functional classification system( see Figure

The majority of jurisdictional assignments for roadways 4-4) for roadways in Cambridge was reviewed to ensure
within the City of Cambridge appear to be properly aligned appropriate network connectivity is mauitained and that
accordang to the guidelines listed above. Ttvo potential the appropriate classification is assigned based on 2040

cand'aciates for jurisdictional transfer have been identified projected traffic volumes. Additional criteria considered in

for future consideration. County Road 6/ Paul's Lake determining if a roadway's fianctional classification should
Road between g. 3th Avenue IVE and i6th Avenue SE be changed included:

is under the jurisdiction of Isanti County and could be
considered for jurisdictional transfer to the City since it Estimated Trip Length

primarily serves as a local street. A second candidate for
Type ofTrip Servedpotential jurisdictional transfer is Opportunity Boulevard

from a6th Avenue SE to Ilighway 95/ ist Avenue E. This
o Spacing between routes

approximate one-mile section of roadway is currently
under the jurisdiction of the City of Cambridge. However,  o System Continuity
the segments of roadway located both immediately to the
south and north f ll under Isanti County jurisdiction with d Regional Nlobility

County Road 45/ PPortunity Boulevard located south
of i6th Avenue SE and County Road 34/ Xylite Street NE Conaections to Activity Centers

locatecl north of Highway 95.' The jurisdiction designation
e Accessibility

for this short segment of Opportunity Boulevard should
be considered for transfer to Isanti County since this route Speed ofTravel
serves both local and north-south regional trips through

C mbridge and Isauti County. Continued development
and redevelopment throughout the community may drive Based on this review, several possible functional

the need to revisit jurisdictional assignments for various classification changes were identified and are listed below

roadways including the city acquiring the jurisdiction of Table 4-2 and depicted on Figure 4-. These changes

e sting township roads that exist within the Cit s Urban are not proposed to occur until traffic volumes increase

Service Area.       or the actual function of these roadways change, which is

expected to be dirrectly tied to future developments within
For any juaisdictional transfer to occur, the process would      e community.

need to follow the provisions autlined in Minnesota State

Statutes§ i6. o2 and§ i63.xi. urthermore, involved

jurisdictions would need to enter into an agreed-upon

paocess. Such a process may involve the following
elements:

A non-binding schedule with a target time frame for
completing the jurisdictional transfer.

btaining municipal consent for the jurisdictional
transfer of a CSAH routes to a local agency if the
route falls within the municipal boundary.

A clear understanding of relevant statutory
requiaements including the requirement that a
route that reverts to the township requires a public
hearing, completion of repair or improvements
to meet standards for comparable roadways in

that jearisdiction, and continue maintenance

for a Yninimu a two year period before the date
of revocation, as well as other limitation of the

establishment, alteration, vacation or revocation of

County highways.

o The transfer of respornsibility for operational
and maintenance requirements, including utility
permittgng, driveway access permits, changes to
faa€fic controls and signing, and level of routine
r maintenance.

40-
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Table- 2: Recornmend Future Functional Cl ssificat on Changes

Roadway From To Current functional Future Functional

Classification Classification

Highway 95 Flanders Street East to I- 35 Minor Arterial Principal Arterial

Highway 95 County Road 14/ 70 US 169 Minor Arterial Principal Arterial

Opportunity Blvd Highway 95 343rd Avenue NE Collector Minor Arterial

343rd Avenue NE Main Street Opportunity Blvd Collector Minor Arterial

l bth Avenue SE Oid Main Street 1 1 th Avenue Collector Minor Arterial

Old Main Street 1 bth Avenue SE 11 th Avenue Collector Minor Arterial

11 th Avenue Main Street S. Garfield Street Collector Minor Arterial

S. Garfield Street 11 th Avenue Highway 95 Collector Minor Arterial

2nd Avenue SE Opportunity Blvd Fianders Street Local Street Collector

S. Cleveland Street 1 1 th Avenue Highway 95 Local Street Collector

24th Avenue SW E. Rum River Drive Main Street Local Street Collector

Central Avenue E. Rum River Drive Main Street Local Street Coilector

E. Rum River Drive 40th Avenue SW 24th Avenue SW Local Street Collector

40th Avenue SW Polk Street Main Street Local Street Collector

Polk Street 40th Avenue SW 305th Avenue NE Local Street Collector

305th Avenue NE Polk Street NE New collector east Local Street Collector

of Highway 65

FUTIJRE ROADWAY EXTENSIONS

In order to properly plan for future transportation These future roadway corridors can be utilized by the City,
improvements, a first step in the process is to review landowners, developers, or other interested parties as

existing and future land use plans. The City of Cambridge land develops in the future, and exact alignments can be

updated their Future Land Use Plan in January 2oi as determined through a more detailed review process. The

part of an update to the Comprehensive Plan( see Chapter utilization of the conceptual roadway plan is invaluable to
Land Use).       the City as development occurs to make sure that a proper

roadway nefivork is built at the time of development. This
Utilizing the Future Land Use Map, access management will save the city money by working with developers to
and roadway spacing guidelines, and issues raised during ensure the proper roadway network is built at the time
the data gathering and input process, a number of future of development. If properly used, this Transportation
roadway extensions were identified Figure 4-. These Plan will also minimize the amount of land the City of
conceptual roadway eactensions are intended to service Cambridge will need to acquire in the future, because it

the anticipated development based off of the City's future       il be planned for properly when the land develops.

land use plan, while at the same time satisfying roadway
spacing guidelines. Therefore, it is important to remember

that more detailed corridor planning will need to happen
to determine the exact alignment of a particular roadway.
Items such as subdi rision plats, wetland delineations, and
other environmental and design related issues will need to

be considered in the future planning and design process
prior to selecting the final alignment for any particular
roadway.
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RIGHT- OF- 1lV/ Y PRESERVATIOI      ACCESS nAANAGEII ENT

There are many different techniques available to protect Access management is an effort to maintain the effective

right-of-way corridors for future road improvements. The flow of traffic on the network so each roadway can provide
City may determine the need to preserve roadway right- its functional duties while accommodating access needs of
of-way in developing and redeveloping areas. The basic adjacent land.

approaches for preserving right-of-way can be summarized
as follows:  Successful access manageinent requires cooperation

between land development and transportation interests

Land acquisition( purchase of easements, title in order to protect the public's investment in roads. The

purchase, and eminent domain)- Land acquisition relationship between land access and roadway mobiliry
is an approach applied only when specific affects a roadways functionality. Roadway mobiliry varies
improvements are eminent. The applicability of depending on the level of access allowed. Higher levels of
acquisition is directly linked to the availability of access reduce a roadways ability to move through-traffic.

funding.     Therefore, principal and minor arterials that have a high

mobility function should have lower levels of access, while
Landowner agreements( development agreements, local roads that focus less on mobility should be allowed to
transferable development rights)- Landowner have higher levels of access. By law reasonable access must
agreements are often limited in effectiveness be provided to each parcel. Therefore, early coordination
when dealing with a large project area due to the between land development and roadway access in vital in
potentially larger number of individual landowners

the planning process.
involved. By definition landowner agreements are
applied on a parcel-by-parcel basis and are most Cambridge can directly control access onto city roadways
effective when dealing with larger land holdings and only and access onto other roadways becomes the
a small number of owners.      responsibility of the state, county, or townships. However,

Land use regulations( development exactions,      
access can be successfully managed through other

setback ordinances, official map, and subdivision
local subdivision, zoning regulations, access permits,

regulations)- Land use regulation techniques are
and development standards. When the City receives a

facilitated through the comprehensive planning
development proposal that proposes access onto a roadway

and zoning process. Certain regulations such as
under the jurisdiction of the state, county, or township, the

setbacks can be applied to individual parcels, while
City will coordinate the review of these proposals with the

others such as adopting an official map are typically
appropriate agencies. The City will also participate in the

developed for an entire corridors and require a more
design process with the appropriate agency when roadways

substantial level of planning and corridor definition.      
are proposed for construction or reconstruction to ensure

proper design and location of access points.

Access management( limiting property access)-
Access management principals should be a part Figure 4- 8 provides a sample access planning application

of all levels of transportation planning. Access designed to minimize vehicle conflicts, improve safety,

management principals are further discussed in the and maintain reasonable levels of access to adjacent land

following section. To be successful, it is important use. Another access management example is when a new

that access management guidelines are applied subdivision is proposed along an arterial route, it should

consistently and uniformly at the time platting be reviewed with not only access to the lots within that
occurs.       

particular plat, but also in relation to adjacent properties

see Figure 4- 9) with a focus on providing alternative
access to the arterial through a connected local roadway.

In summary, the applicability of these preservation options The internal street network should be designed to connect

is dependent on many factors including available funding,      to adjacent parcels that may someday experience similar
the immediacy of development, and the timing of the need levels of land development. The ability to minimize the
for the transportation improvements. number of access points @oth public streets and private

drives) to arterial and major collector roads that have a

functional duty of providing mobility over land access is a
primary objective of access management.

CAN BRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 4: Transporfati
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As noted, access management should be implemented Figure q,-8: Proper Di°iveway Location
using different methods. Any process should also deal
with situations outside the guidelines, such as hardship
cases. The Cit} s internal land development review and

PROPER DRIVEWAY LOCATIOk

permitting processes provide for such consideration.
PROMOTE

In existing corridors where substantial development
has occurred, the number of existing access points

usually exceeds access guidelines. Unless these areas are PROMOTE

undergoing redevelopment, access management must voio

be approached differently. The access management
strategy for such areas should entail minimizing new
accesses, while consolidating existing access points as
redevelopment occurs.  p

The following access suggestions provide alternatives for
minimizing access and for addressing access issues when
the guidelines cannot be met:

Consolidate and Limit the Number of

Accesses for Individual Properties: Access Figure 4-9: Minimize Direct Access to Higher
consolidation techniques are most applicable in Funcdon Roadways

situations where a substantial amount of land

development has already occurred. Consolidation
simply reduces the number of access points from

REYERSE FRONTAGE ! PARALLEL ROADWAY SYSTER6

driveways thereby decreasing the number of
potential conflict points. Consolidation can be ia n.:

accomplished at the time of redevelopment of a

parcel( s). The implementation of this technique

must be accompanied by good internal vehicle
circulation in parking areas and on local streets. The
remedy for poor site design is too often a request for
additional access to an arterial or major collector

roadway. Several commercial developments within to; oss

Cambridge currently have multiple access points Y
that may or may not be critical for everyday business s r   .     "' 

I u.. : . ".'•. .     ,
operations. These should be considered for future

consolidation or elimination.     
e1

Shared Access Points or Cross Access

Easements for Adjacent Properties: Cross-

access easements are another form of access
consolidation that involves agreements between

adjacent property owners to maintain a shared
access point or to promote internal site circulation.

This technique can be especially applicable along
highway sections where a number of adjacent
individual residential or commercial lots have

already been developed, but too few to make
construction of a public street feasible( e.g. frontage
or backage road).

r__  
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New Developmerats Shall Obtain Access Encourage Proper Lot Layout to Minimize
From an Adjacent I ad: When a request for Access Points: Promote direct residential access
land development( new or redevelopment) is points onto local streets, instead of arterials or major
submitted, specific access management techniques collectors as this can slow traffic flow and result in
can be required of the development prior to safety concerns. A proper technique is to require
granting development approvals. Access could also new developments that are located at an intersection
be granted on an interim basis pending further corner lot) obtain access from the secondaty
land development in the area that would enable intersecting) roadway rather than from the major
construction of supporting roads to provide access to collector or arterial roadway. The access to the local
the adjacent sites. The City's development approval street should be designed in a manner that will not
process( e.g. platting and subdivision approvals)   adversely affect the safety and operations of the local
shall require the property to dedicate right-of-     street or the intersection.

way to accommodate the future construction
of a supporting roadway. Streets in individual FVledian Restrictions: Turning movement
developments should be aligned to provide access restriction( e. g., left-in or right-in/ right-out only)
from one development to the next. This promotes shall be considered where access can' t be fully
neighborhood connectivity, and provides quick and eliminated. Installation of a median can restrict

efficient routes for emergency vehicles and other the types of movements at intersections and access

services( e. g. mail delivery, garbage and street points and consequendy reduces the number of
maintenance activities). conflict points and potential crashes. A conflict point

is a location on the roadway where normal traffic
Require Adequate Secondary Street Spacing:      operations or patterns intersect( through traffic
New developments shall be required to provide and turning traffic). Intersections along a roadway
proper intersection spacing for future intersection can have many points of conflict with each point
control( e. g. signalization or roundabouts). Spacing increasing the probability of crashes occurring in
distance between intersections should be maximized the area. By restricting the types of movements at
to promote efficient traffic operations and safety for intersections, the conflict points are dramatically
all modes of transportation, including pedestrians reduced. Figure 4- io depicts a total of 32 conflict
and bicyclists.      points associated with a standard four-legged full

access intersection with no restrictions on turning
movements. A center median barrier creates a

situation where left turns and cross street through

movements are prohibited. As a result the number

of conflict points is reduced from 32 to only four( see
Figure 4- ii).
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g tnr- o Ir. ea°sectg ith FuI t ccess 61 Tm Ite a°ac aoris)

CO'_1 LICT TI'PES

Dflverge: 8 goints

Cross Street
I ergc: 8 poiats

j':       
Crossine: l6 points

Total Conflid Poi s: 32

Roadv a

i  .

Figure 4- ii: Right-in/ Right-Out Access Only Intersection

CO\' FLICT TI'PES

IDn crge: 2 points

Cross Street ag_ 2 P°' nu
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TRANSPORYA,Ti t C/, LS

Goal 1 Goai 2

Preserve and enhance the transportation system Improve the functionality and safety of the transportation
throughout Cambridge.  system.

Policy i.i: As one of its greatest investment Policy 2. i: Continually monitor and analyze the
priorities, the City shall preserve its existing transportation system and assess its performance

transportation system in the highest order of level. Identify system deficiencies by examining
operating condition.     trend data, including safety( crashes), forecast traffic

Policy i.2: The City shall continue to monitor
volumes( capaciry), and accessibility( mobility) and
conduct studies of reasonable traffic management

and maintain pavement, right-of-way, and other
techniques where documented safety issues exist.

fixtures associated with the roadway system
including lighting, sidewalks, bridges, etc.)    Policy 2. 2: The City will seek to capture

using routine inspections and maintenance and opportunities to implement roadway improvements
improvement programs( street rehabilitation with proposed development and redevelopment

program) coordinated by the Cambridge Public projects and, where applicable, the Ciry will integrate
Works Department and in some cases coordinated efficient and safe features for enhanced pedestrian
with other transportation system partners( MnDOT,      and bicycle movements.

Isanti County, transit providers).
Policy 2. 3: Require the dedication or preservation of

Policy 1. 3: Seek opportunities to improve and right-of-way consistent with adopted right-of-way
preserve existing roadways through land use changes standards when property is platted or subdivided,
or redevelopment opportunities and by coordinating and work with landowners and developers during
improvements with roadway partners( e. g. Isanti the site planning and platting process to implement
County and MnDOT) and their funding programs. safe and efficient roadway designs that look first

to provide access via a local roadway rather than a
Policy i.4: The City will review all plans for

regional roadway( e.g. Highway 95)•
development and redevelopment to determine

their impact on the transportation system and will Policy 2. 4: The City will periodically survey the
ensure transportation needs are completed in a cost-     residents of Cambridge on their perception of

effective manner, where each expenditure satisfies the local transportation system including its
one or more of the City's transportation objectives. strengths, areas of concerns and opportunities for

Policy i.5: The City will ensure local needs are

improvement.

considered as improvements are considered in

regional transportation plans. The City shall actively
participate with other jurisdictions in regional

planning efforts.

2
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Goal 3 Goal 5

Balance transportation needs with other community Implement the transportadon vision through strategic

principles.  funding, and objec#ive and definitive decision malang, with
the collaboration ofjurisdictions( 1VInDOT, Isanti County,

Policy g.i:Maintain and enhance the" small- town" and area townships).

character of Cambridge by providing multi-modal
transportation choices and context-sensitive design
elements for new and reconstructed intersections Policy 5.i:Utilize available funding programs such
and corridors.     as the Municipal State Aid Street( MSAS) and other

revenue sources to maximize and leverage funds
Po icy 3. 2: To the greatest extent practical, the to transportation improvements so that system
City shall balance the transportation system needs improvements can be realized in a cost-effective and
with the potential impacts and affects upon natural timely fashion.
features of the community.

Policy 5.2: Require adequate right-of-way dedication
Policy g.3: The City shall strive to provide convenient for new and expanded roadways based on the
access to natural features( Rum River corridor) and planned function under future conditions.
opportunities to support active living and healthy
lifestyle activities( wallang and bilang). o Policy 5.3: Plan for and preserve future opportunities

for necessary transportation system improvements.
e Policy g.4: Where possible the City will utilize a

Complete Streets" methodology in the design of Policy 5.4: Empower City staff to pursue state and
streets( accounting for adjacent land uses, travel federal transportation funding and evaluate non-
speed, width and number of lanes, on-street parldng,     traditional transportation funding mechanisms.
vertical and horizontal alignment, pedestrian and
bicycle features, intersection curb radii and crossing Policy 5.: Encourage business owners, residents

fac7ities, landscaping, lighting, etc.). and community groups to be active participants
in seeking funding by contacting local, state and
federal decision makers in support of transportation

Goal 4 g•

Enhance transit opportunities and usage.

Policy 4.x: The City will continue to support the
Northern Lights Express( NLX) passenger rail

service and station in the City of Cambridge.

Policy 4.2: The City will coordinate with transit
providers to determine future transit services

consistent with the Cit s transit market and its

associated service standards and strategies.

Policy 4.3: Evaluate the need for transit facilities and
accommodations in the redesign and reconstruction

of roadways and planned development and
redevelopment to determine whether or not future

accommodations for transit facilities or services is

needed.

Policy 4.4: The City will assess the changing
transit needs of residents through continued

coordination with the ouireach efforts of local and

regional providers. Collaboration with surrounding
communities shall also occur to assess the need for

and location of improved transit services.
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F Ce L TI ES

I ET ODUCTlON

The purpose of this chapter is to inventorythe various Internet and Cable

public and community facilities within Cambridge.
This chapter includes a thorough documentation of The East Central Electric Association and Midcontinent

existing utilities that serve Cambridge residents as well Communications provide internet and cable are provided

as community facilities. The primary purpose is to to Cambridge residents.

understand what utilities and facilities currently exist,
the location of the facilities and utilities, the current use Sewer Plan

and capacity, and to identify future needs. An overview
of several facilities is given below. For each building or In 2000, the City of Cambridge completed a sewer

facility, its location is given and the use of the facility is feasibility study, examining areas where the eadsting water
identified. The utilities are addressed similarly but also and wastewater services could expand to in the future. The

identify the capacity available. A set of goals, objectives study established twelve districts, based on the natural
and policies are included to guide futare development and topography of the City. These districts contain both
ensure that the needs of all residents are met.      existing and planned sewers.

UTI LITI E  Districts with existing facilities:

Utilities in Cambridge are provided by a variety of public Core Disirict

and private organizations.
North Ridge District( Part)

POWef East T.H. 95 District( part)

Electricity in Cambridge is provided by tvvo different Northeast District( part)

cooperatives: East Central Energy and Connexus Energy.
Most of the City is served by East Central Electric Community College District( part)

Association, however, the southwestern part of the City
and surroundi.ng communities are served by Connexus.  

Districts with planned facilities:
Figure 5- i illustrates the service areas.

Southwest District

G s
OU 1 D1S'h1Ct

Centerpoint Energy provides gas to Cambridge residents.       
Southeast District

Water Paul's Lake Disirict

Within the core area of the City, the City of Cambridge North Ridge District( part)

provides water and sewer services. In outlying areas,     
East T.H. 95 District( part)

especially west of the Rum River, properties are served by
wells and septic system. More information about future Rum I ke District

water utility development can be found later in this chapter
in the Sewer Plan and Urban Service Area sections.  Northeast Disirict( part)

Waste
9th Ave District

East Central Sanitation and Recycling provides trash
CO munity College District( part)

removal for Cambridge residents and businesses. The West Rum River District

company also provides single-sort recycling services.
A map showing the areas included in the sewer feasibility
study is included in Figure 5- a.
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Figure 5-: Electric Service Areas in and t round Cambric ge
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Fg a°- 2: Fu re T' ra nk S itary Sewer System
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Urban Service Area ( USA) District

The 200o Comprehensive Plan outlined a series of growth Despite having two distinct USA districts, the City and the
areas outside the City: areas where future municipal County have struggled to maintain consistency within the
services and higher density neighborhoods would be built.      districts. Additionally, the boundaries of the districts were
These growth areas were designated: large and, at times arbitrary. As part of the 2oi planning

process, planners and city staff worked to revise the USA
Northeast of the City: This area is north of Highway district boundaries. Planning staff and consultants worked
9 and east of County Road 34 beyond the City's closely with the public works department and city engineer
existing boundaries.      to determine which areas were most and least feasible to

serve with sewer. Staff also took wetlands and waterbodies
Southeast of the City: This includes land south and into account, given the difficulty of spanning these features
east of the of Cambridge' s current boundary to the th pipe. Then, new boundaries were drawn. These
western side of Lake Fannie.    boundaries provide ample room for future development,

West of the City near the Community College: This N'hile being relatively easy to serve in the future. The USA

area includes land to both the north and south of
II district was eliminated to streamline the regulatory

Highway 95 on the western side of the Rum River. 
Process. In order to promote compact, serviceable

development, the City of Cambridge will have subdivision
In order to ensure orderly growth within the City limits control within this district. More information about land

and these growth areas, the City completed an analysis of use in the City and in the USA I district can be found in
future Urban Service Areas( USA). In i995 Isanti County Chapter: Land Use and in Chapter 9: Implementation.

adopted a Comprehensive Plan designating specific areas
for residential development surrounding the cities of The revised USA I district is illustrated in Figure 5- 4•

Cambridge, Isanti, and Braham. The Urban Service Area

was designated to encourage new development in areas

that have potential for providing the full range of public
services including schools utilities transportation and
recreation at the most economical cost to the County
cities townships and school districts. Zoning for the USA
district allowed a higher density of residential development
adjacent to and within one mile of incorporated cities than

was allowed in the remainder of the County.

The County established two USA categories USA I and USA
II. I.and within the USA II was intended to be managed

by the County at a residential density of four units per
4o acres. Land within the USA I was also intended to be

controlled by the County at this density, but cities had the
option of assuming responsibility for the management
of these areas. If this option was chosen residential

development could occur in the USA I at a higher densiry.
An important part of the 200o comprehensive planning
process was to determine the appropriate land uses within

the USA I surrounding Cambridge. The 200o USA I and
USA II districts are illustrated in Figure 5- 3•
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CtTY FACILITIES AP D SERUICES Schools

City Hall Cambridge is served by the Cambridge- Isanti Independent
School District which enrolls over 5,00o students. The

The City of Cambridge City Hall is located in Ciry Center
system has facilities for students from pre-kindergarten

Mall. It contains offices, meeting spaces, and the Council
through high school.

Chambers.
Cambridge Primary School serves pre-kindergarten

Police and Fire
through grade 2

Cambridge Intermediate School serves grades 3- 5

The Ciry of Cambridge is served by the City's Police and
Fire departments. The Cambridge Police Department Cambridge Middle School serves grades 6- 8

is comprised of fifteen paid officers including the Chief,  
Cambridge- Isanti High School serves grades 9- i2

eight officers, three sergeants, a detective, and two school

resource officers. The force also has 18 volunteer reserve

members. The City Fire Department is comprised of 3o Other schools in the City include the Rum River Special Ed
paid staff and has its own fleet of trucks and emergency Co- op and two private schools: the Cambridge Christian
vehicles. The Fire Department also has 23 volunteer fire School and St. Scholastica HSC Academy.
fighters. Both departments work closely with community
members to build relationships, provide education on Cambridge is also home to the Anoka Ramsey Community
safety and host events.   College, part of the Minnesota State Colleges and

Universiry System, which offers over roo different degree
and certificate programs. The College has two locations
and online programs with over i2,400 students enrolled.

In Cambridge, about half of students are full-time and

half are part-time. The Cambridge location also offers

workforce training in nursing, first aid and emergency
responders, and management.
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F 4RKS

The City of Cambridge has i6 parks within its limits Both parks feature waterfronts as well as surrounding
dedicated to an array of uses. These parks are mapped forests and wetlands. Spirit River Nature Area also
in Figure 5- 5. The i6 parks include natural areas,  features a series of groomed and primitive trails for hiking,
neighborhood parks and playgrounds, sports and mountain biking, skiing, and snowshoeing. The diversity
recreation facilities, and picnicking areas. The largest and accessibility of these parks provide a variety of
parks in the City are the Spirit River Nature Area, located recreational opportunities for residents.

along the Rum River, and Joe' s Lake Preserve, east of
Highway 65.

Figure 5-5: City of Cambridge Parks
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SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS

The City of Cambridge has a series of bicycle and walking The downtown area contains a well-established sidewalk

trails, connecting to residential neighborhoods and parks.       network. The City has identified nine different" walking
This connected system includes 36.5 miles of sidewalks routes" in the community( see Figure 5- 8):
and 9. 9 miles of trails. The system allows residents to
access nearby amenities, especially between Highway Main Street Stroll( 4.5 miles or 2. 25 miles one- way)
95 and Highway 65, near the hospital and Spirit River
Nature Area. The most pedestrian accessible area is the West Garfield Loop( 2. 3 miles)
downtown, near Highway 95 and Main Street. All streets in

Opportunity Loop( 4 miles)
this area contain sidewalks, many of which are publically
plowed in the winter.       

East Garfield Loop( 3. g miles)

Trails run along both arterial and residential streets and Fern Loops( i.25 miles: long or i mile: short)
connect to local parks. There is a bicycle trail that follows

the BNSF Railroad that connects Cambridge with the City Prime Time Walkers Loop( i mile)
of Isanti to the south. The Cambridge- Isanti Trail system

Downtown Loop( i.5 miles)
is illustrated in Figure 5- 6 and trails and sidewalks in
Cambridge are illustrated in Figure 5-. Evergreen Loop( i.2 miles)

Historic Overlook Walk( i mile)

Figure 5- 6: Cambridge- Isanti Trail System
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WALKABILITY

Walkability is a term used to describe the accessibility of Table 5- i:Walkability Scores
goods, services, and resources for different communities.
The organization Walk Score, part of Redfin, maps access 90- 100 1 Valker's Part c9ise
to amenities in communities across the world and provides Daily errands do not require a car.
the area with a numerical score based on how easily these

70--89 Very Walkableamenities are accessed. Walk Score categorizes walkability
Most errands can be accomplished onin the following groups, described in Table 5- 1.
foot.

50- 69 Somewhat Walkable
Neighborhoods in Cambridge vary widely in walkability,  Some errands can be accomplished on
from" Very Walkable" to" Car Dependent". The most

foot.
walkable area of the City is in Downtown, at the

25- 49 Car-Dependentintersection of ist Avenue and Main Street. This area has
a score of o. Residential neighborhoods to the south and

Most errands require a car.

east of the Downtown are the most auto- dependent. This 0- 24 Car-Dependent
spatial pattern is illustrated in Figure 5- 9.    Almost all errands require a car.

Source: Walk Score

Figure 5- 9: Walkability in Cambridge
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PRQPOSED SIDEWALK AND TRAIL NETWORK

The intent of the City's proposed sidewalk and trail Within the Cambridge area, there is an extensive network
network is to provide decision makers with a vision and of sidewalks and trails( see Figure 5- earlier in this
guidance information for developing a comprehensive chapter). For many years Cambridge has promoted the
system of pedestrian and bicycle corridors, and support installation and use of sidewalks, trails and paths within
facilities to serve resident and visitor needs. The overall the City as part of an effort to be a" Bicycle& Pedestrian

system needs to include an interconnected network of Friendly" community. All local street construction and
pathways( trails, bikeways, and sidewalks) for the purpose reconstruction projects consider the installation of
of providing alternative transportation and recreational sidewalks if these facilities don't already exist. It is the
opportunities throughout Cambridge. intention of this effort to make it possible and safe for

people who would like the option of walking or biking,
A well-planned and designed system can be a either for transportation or recreational purposes, to be
valuable community assets and provide an important able to travel safely throughout the City and access schools,
transportation function for commuters, seniors, and parks and recreational facilities, businesses, and other
recreational users. The following professional guidelines destinations. Figure 5- io depicts several trail and sidewalk
are critical in developing a community-wide pedestrian extensions and connections that the City shall pursue as
and bicycle system:       development occurs.

Provide safe and efficient connections to land-uses, New developments in Cambridge will continue to be
such as shopping malls, downtown, schools, senior reviewed and required to provide bicycle and pedestrian
care facilities, and other community destinations;  accessibility. Also, efforts should be taken to connect

residential developments with existing and planned bicycle
Create good design guidelines by providing adequate facilities such as the Cambridge- Isanti Trail corridor that
widths and sight distance, while also avoiding currently runs between Cambridge and Isanti, but is being
problems such as poor drainage, blind corners, and

planned for future northern expansion( e.g. Stanchfield
steep slopes; and Braham).

Develop a proper maintenance schedule with regular

In commercial areas such as downtown or developingsurface treatments and repairs;

corridors such as Highway 95 east of Highway 65, the
Create well-designed street crossings, with measures Provision of bicycle parking facilities should be encouraged
such as bike and pedestrian activated signals,       to accommodate bicycle travel. In constrained areas

median refuges, and warning signs for both motor e. g. downtown sidewalks), these facilities should be
vehicles and non-motorized transportation users of located where they do not disrupt or interfere with other
all ages and abilities;      pedestrian traffic. Bike corrals located along side streets

or open spaces are a preferred option as long as they
Facilities should highlight the surrounding scenic are located in relatively close proximiry to the rider's
qualities( e. g. Rum River valley), offering an destination(s).
aesthetic experience that attracts users; and

Encouraging more bicycling throughout Cambridge could
Establish a well-connected system of trails,  be accomplished by better defining the presence of on-
bikeways, and sidewalks that provides shorter trip road facilities through the use of improved signing or
lengths than the road network, with connections

pavement striping. Where off-road trails are not present,
between dead-end streets, cul-de- sacs, and short- 

an established marking system( e. g. one sign or pavement
cuts through open spaces and parks.  

marking per city block) should be considered in the
establishment of the network of Bicycle Friendly Routes.
These items are relatively low cost and provide route
information and present awareness for all users of the

roadway.
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Other Pedestrian and Bicycle System Safety
Features

Public Education: MnDOT has a Bicycle and Pedestrian Crosswalks: Strategically located crosswalks are another
Program that promotes and facilitates the increased important safety feature in a pedestrian and bicycle
use of non-motorized transportation, including public network. In Minnesota, it is the law for motor vehicles to
educational, promotional, and safety programs for using stop for pedestrians crossing the roadway at any location,
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.       but the safest spot is at a designated crosswalk that is

clearly marked or controlled by an automated system.
Community events and programs such as bike rodeos and Pedestrian safety along Highway 95 has been raised as
safe routes to school promotions can help teach people the an issue. A possible solution for a midblock crossing
basics of safe walking and bicycling. I.ocal law enforcement or crossing at a non-signalized intersection would be
can also greatly assist in ensuring safe transportation( both the installation of a pedestrian- activated beacon or
motor vehicle and non-motorized) through the review and signal system. Several such products exist including a
enforcement of specific laws that pertain to pedestrians rectangular rapid flashing beacon( RRFB) system. A
and bicyclists.      RRFB is a relatively low cost safety improvement that

has been shown to significantly increase driver yielding
Routine Maintenance: It is important to maintain safe at crosswalks when supplementing standard pedestrian
operating conditions along the sidewalk and trail system. crossing warning signs and pavement markings.
Sight distance limitations and surface hazards( loose dirt/
gravel, debris, overgrown vegetation, old storm drains, and Other pedestrian activated devices can be used to increase
cracks) must all be considered and maintained to ensure yielding rates on multilane roads with limited effect on
the conditions are safe and favorable for users. Surface traffic include flashing amber warning signals, in- road
hazards can not only cause bicyclist to lose control, but can warning lighting, and blinking pedestrian signs.
also cause cyclists to temporarily swing into the travel lane
which can create unsafe conditions and conflicts.  The purpose of all crosswalk treatments is to enhance

awareness and communication between pedestrians and
Safe Routes to School( SRTS): The SRTS program drivers at locations where there is not already a traffic
is intended to encourage kids to walk and bicycle to signal. The cost range of a pedestrian- activated beacon
school more often through infrastructure improvements, or signal system is approximately$ 25,000-$ 40,000

education, and promotional activities. On a broader level,       and would depend upon the type of features needed at
SRTS programs can enhance children's health and well- a particular location( e. g. solar-powered, hardwire vs.
being, ease traffic congestion near the school, improve wireless push buttons, type and amount of signage, and
air quality, and improve community members' overall other pavement markings).

quality of life. In the past, the SRTS program has included
both federal and state funding to assist communities and
school districts to prepare SRTS plans and to implement

education programs and infrastructure improvements.
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UTILITIES AND COAI( VUIVITY FA CILITIES COALS

Goal 1 Goal 3

Maintain and improve all community facilities.    Improve bicycle and pedestrian connectivity thronghout
the community.

Policy i.i: Maintain and improve community
facilities and utilize a five-year Capital Policy g.i:The City will assess the current
Improvements Plan to identify areas of transportation system for efkciency and connectivity
improvement, in order to provide improvement of between existing and planned commercial nodes,
the Cit s infrastructure in a timely and cost effective neighborhoods, and civic amenities. The City shall
manner.    work with Isanti County, MnDOT, residents, and

businesses to provide critical linkages for logical
Policy i.2: Improve accessib 7ity of all community connections that currently represent transportation
facilities where necessary and ensure their system gaps or barriers.
compliance with ADA requirements.

Policy 3.2: When new and redevelopment proposals
are received, the City shall require connectivity

GOGI 2 of collector and local streets( including their
pedestrian facilities) and trails between residential

Provide adequate and appropriate recreational and park developments and other land uses.
facilities, bikeways, sidewalk, and wallcing trails.

Policy 3.3: The City will continue to support
Policy 2. i:Address the city's desire for a full range all modes of travel and will strive to achieve an

of park and recreation activities consisting ofboth interconnected pedestrian and bicycle system

active and passive recreational facilities in the Park that links residential, institutional/ educational,

Plan. commercial, retail, employment, and recreational

destinations.

Policy 2.2: Update the Cit s Park Plan to address
city-wide needs and the specific plans for all existing Policy g.4: Maintain and expand the network of
and future parks in the City and its planned growth bicycle and pedestrian trails throughout the City.
areas. Encourage the development of a trail system along

the Rum River Wild& Scenic corridor.

Policy 2.3: Identify greenways( green corridors)
and blueways( river and lake corridors) and provide

walking/ bicycle trails to link adrea parks, lakes,
community facilities, and surrounding communities.

Policy 2.4: Address and update where necessary the
spatial distribution ofparks in the Parks Plan with
the goal to provide all segments of the populaiion

have convenient access to facilities.

Policy 2.5: Improve access to the Rum River.

Policy 2.6: The City shall explore all Federal and
State grant opportunities for park acquisition,

development, and maintenance.
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e BTRODUCTIOPE Soiis

The City of Cambridge includes significant natural The soils within the Cambridge area fall into one of trvo
resources. It is home to the Rum River and numerous associations: the Zimmerman-Lino association of the
lakes and wetlands. While the City has continued to Anoka Sand Plain and the Hayden-Bluffton association of
grow, natural feafiares remain an important aspect of the the Mankato Till Plain. The topography of the Anoka Sand
community. Plain is level to sloping, but narrow strips of soil on steeper

slopes extend into areas along drainageways and around
The City of Cambridge and its residents recognize the bogs. Rolling glacial till plains characterize the topography
role natural areas and rural vistas play in maintaining a of the Mankato Till Plain which is at a higher elevation
healthy community, in attracting people to the area, and in than the Anoka Sand Plain.

contnbuting to the quality of life in Cambridge. They also
recognize that these natural areas offer concrete benefits The dominant soil iypes in the Zunmerman-Lino
including:  association are Zimmerman and Lino. These soils were

derived from sorted fine sand deposited by retreating ice
Protecting ground and surface water quality; sheets. Isanti, Anoka, Braham, and Blomford so s are

less extensive. All of these soils are acidic and the upland
Providing wildlife habitat;      

soils are commonly droughty. They are generally not very

Maintaining property values and providing bufffers fertile, but with proper management practices fihey can be
between land uses; and productive crop lands. Because of the permeability of the

Anoka soils, the risk of groundwater contamination from

Providing opportunities for active and passive fertilizers and gesticides is high.

recreation.

Hayden soils dominate the Hayden-Bluffton association.

These soiLs are generally well drained and fairly fertile
Another important characteristic of the communities malang them both gafld for agricultural production and
surrounding Cambridge is their rural, agricultural suitable for development. However they also have a
character. Nluch of this land is currently farmed and s ndy structure making them suscept' ble to wind erosion.
residents enjoy the rural and natural landscape. This will Also present are Ames and Bluffton soils as well as less
change as Cambridge further develops and expands into its extensive areas of Burnsville-Rodman complex. The soils
planned Urban Service Area.   in the Hayden-Bluffton association were derived partly

from sand and gravel and are commonly droughty.

e4C RICULTUR L RESOURCES Given the impacts of Rum Rivervalley and numerous
weflands throughout the City, most of the soils aze

The areas surrounding the City of Cambridge have saturated and prone to flooding. This means that most

historically been used for agricultural purposes. However,       of the soils in the community are not prime soi7s for

with the rapid growth of the City in the i99os and
agricultural production. In fact, only. g acres of land have

early 2000s, there has been a reduction in the amounfi
P e soils for agriculture. These acres are all located in

of agricultural land in the area. Today, the primary
e southern portion of the City, along Highway 65. Soil

agricultural uses in Cambridge are active farmlands,      
tYPes, including prune soils, are 1lustrated in gure 6- i.

farmsteads, and large-lot single family residential. In many It is important to note that future development in the
cases, new development abuts existing agricultural uses. 

southern art of the Cip ty is planned for commercial uses.
Given that the only prime agricultural so, s in the City
are also located in this area, future development should

be intentional. The City of Cambridge should coordinate
with neighboring townships and Isanti County to preserve
prime agricultural laa d as both Cambridge and Isanti

continue to develop. Additional discussion of future
development is included in Chapter ry: I.and Use.
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HISTORIC RESOURCES Figure C- 2: Downtown Cambridge

Historic Properties
Y ^.'..

jq.:. et6ahS+fi+wt oA+-    7A'.    ,:  

One of the most notable aspects of Cambridge' s downtown w

is the historic, small- town character in the area. A view i'     :    ":      "     -     
of Cambridge' s historic downtown is included in Figure a:  .       ` `  

ID     '

F'

F  ,  ".-:•'       6- 2. The following properties are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.       

TM      

y Y.-. L(?'   u+ 1
w".

Isanti County Courthouse: 237 2nd Ave. S.W.,     
a 33

Cambridge
w ` J

f `;` g      ;    
rv

r   : 
a.

This courthouse was built in i88, in the French Second 1    ' ., ` '

Empire Style. It was listed on the National Register in t,' i    _    *
r u  ,.  ,   ._    

July i98o and is considered to be of local significance. It i       ^,    h    . -•-      _

has been renovated and adapted to meet the needs of the j.      

community but has retained its original character within s   
d     -     _'      =`-#      .  "'

the downtown. It is one of the oldest courthouses in use in           

Minnesota. The Courthouse is illustrated in Figure 6- 3.       
Image Source: University of Minnesota Center for Urban

West I iverside School: Co. Highway i4, Cambridge and Regional Affairs( CURA)

Township

This brick schoolhouse with a bell tower was built in i898

and doubled as a community center. It was listed on the Figure 6- 3: Isanti County Courthouse

National Register in July iq8o and is considered to be of
local significance. The building has been restored to its
iyoo condition by the Isanti Counry Historical Society.  

m"

Although this one- room schoolhouse is located outside of       .-.    J l'  A

the City of Cambridge, it remains an important community     •     Jj, i; t.

feature.  i l  '   '    '  S

ij., r     _ :
i    }..       
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Isanti County Historical Society i
k
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i ' '       -        `;",   a.,°'"      

The Isanti County Historical Society is located in
Cambridge and serves as the County's local branch of the y

i,      .:    t 4     L'_:. .'d'' -

Minnesota Historical Society. The group has a library of
F`, 

30,00o important documents, indigenous artifacts, and
t    '

I : a

4;;     

information on immigration to the County. In addition to
the in-person library, the Sociery also is home to online
archives of these artifacts. The Society has numerous built t°         k

s,       -       =,
a ;.

facilities that can be rented or visited including cabins,  
school houses blacksmith sho s and churches.   x    .-    ~-P ,       

1   - 

Wr'^"      LM          L

T          ,.
c.   

f

u`

i

i         
t '.`` .  .r

y y

3 a n:.         62*'     
J

Y y ts. s*
t-.,,    

a,' L.,'.    '!"'.

t   
Y

a         '

r  >:,

r

se.  

x  "'        
v'"*`-  ,-

a»     "
F

1   _ .  ..    K.:. nm,•. aww. r,i ..

Image Source: University of Minnesota Center for Urban
and Regional Affairs( CURA)

i 62 CAMBRIDGE COMPREHENSI` g LAN CHAPTER 6: Agricultural, Historic, and Natural Resources



NA TURAL RESOURCES There are other smaller lakes and ponds in Cambridge.
These lakes are listed below:

Topography
Mud Lake( connected to Lake Fannie)

The City of Cambridge is relatively flat, with elevations

Florence Lake( southeast of the City)ranging from 90o feet( 274 meters) to 990 feet( 303
meters). Low lying areas are located along the Rum River Elms Lake( southeast of the City)
and the highest areas lie to the southeast of the city.
There are some steep slopes in the community, between Joe's Lake and Preserve( east of Downtown)

developed neighborhoods on the east and the Rum River
on the west. Topography is illustrated in Figure 6- 4. Brobergs Lake( northwest of the City)

Elizabeth Lake( west of the Airport and City)Watershed Districts

The City of Cambridge is located in the Isanti Soil and All waterbodies in Cambridge are illustrated in Figure 6- 6.
Water Conservation District( SWCD). The SWCD provides
technical and educational assistance to the County around Wetlands are a critical element in the natural landscape,
issues of water and soil conservation and preservation.   serving as habitat for wildlife, allowing for stormwater
The SWCD also manages cost- sharing programs and retention during storms, and for filtering water before it
loans for property owners who enhance habitat or manage enters into major lakes and rivers. There are approximately
pollutants such as runoff or septic system leaks. The SWCD 50o acres of wetlands in the City of Cambridge. These
is currently developing a management plan for the Rum wetlands are located primarily along the western side of
River and all lakes and streams in its watershed, many of the Rum River, south of the City along Highway 65, and
which are located in and around Cambridge. near Lake Fannie. Wetlands in Cambridge include both

Freshwater Emergent and Freshwater Forested/ Shrub
Waterbodies and Wetlands types. Wedands and floodplains are illustrated in Figure

6-.

There are numerous significant waterbodies and wetlands
in Cambridge. These features are described below.

The Rum River runs the entire length of the City and
bisects the downtown and most of the City's developed
land with rural communities to the west. The River is Figure 6-5: The Rum River
classified in Minnesota as one of the state' s Outstanding

tyy,' 
ir',=,   

iy tl      ;
u   ,

Resource Value Waters, and is designated as a Wild and R.;,  

Scenic River under Minnesota law. As such, the City is
p        "   

w

a  ,; ap'committed to protecting the Rum River, and takes its n           '   
e

environmental importance into consideration when m :.

determining whether to bring City sewer and water service w    '` r, k"=.'`

to an area as a means of eliminating potential ground
t.

water pollution sources, including individual septic x  
t

systems. The Rum River is illustrated in Figure 6- 5.       
1, 

3 a "
x <- 

Lake Fannie is located on the southeastern border of F F  ,   "
w-.._-, 

u'  ,       

f

Cambridge and is a natural lake, home to many fish z

species. The lake is used for recreational purposes but has
u

I''
r,:,    

a. w:
remained a high quality environment for fish and wildlife.    
There are currently no invasive species in the lake.      

Image Source: University of Minnesota Center for Urban
Skogman Lake is located east of Cambrdige, north of and Regional Affairs( CURA)

Highway 95. The lake is used for recreational purposes
and is home to many species of fish. Unlike Lake Fannie,
the invasive species Eurasian watermilfoil is present in the
lake.
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4CRICULTUR 4L, CULTURAL, AND fV 4TURAl
RESOURCE GOi4lS

Goal 1

Protect, conserve, and enhance natural resources and Policy i.2: Implement best management practices
environmentally sensitive areas within and adjacent to the for water quality regarding Skogman and Fanny
City for the communit s long-term benefit. Lakes,

Policy i.1: When reviewing zoning applications and Policy i.g: Manage the Rum River Shoreland
land use conversions, the City shall consider the development to protect the natural, scenic and

following:   recreational quality of the river.

a.  The direct and indirect impact on water Policy 1.4: Address the storm water outlets by City
quality.    Park into Rum River for their impact on water

b.  The City's strong support of incorporaling qu t3'•
woodlands, wetlands, floodplains, poor

Policy i.5: Encourage the reforestation of areassoi7s and other environmentally sensitive
e    

eady cleared by development and promote theareas into parks and open space areas as

establishment of flora in areas laclung it.an alternative to the destruction of these
resources.   

Policy i.6: Encourage public and private recycling
c.   The importance ofmaintaining slopes and

programs to serve the community and surrounding
areas of land susceptible to severe erosion,              

area.

in a natural state and carefully manage areas
of moderate erosion potential.  Policy i.: Promote the application of Planned

d.  The importance of discouraging Unit Developments in shoreland districts where
development in those azeas that are appropriate as a means to achieve compact urban
unsuitable or hazardous for urban uses due development on sewered lots while providing open
to topography, geology, soils, wetlands,    space and preserving the site's natural values.
flooding or other natural conditions.

e.   The importance ofpreserving the quality GOaI 2

and quantity of surface water and
groundwater resources by the appropriate Identify and protect historic community resources
regulation of all development activities that including districts, buildings, sites, or events.
have the potential of impacting the water
resources of the area.     e Policy 2. y: Inventory, rank, and prioritize the

f.   The importance of preserving natural community' s historic resources.
drainage systems, weflands and ground
water recharge areas and mitigate the Policy 2.2: Promote the downtown's historical
impact of development activities on the character.

infiltration and runoff ofwater, storm water

policy 2.3: Encourage the preservation of historicstorage and plant and animal habitat. 
o

sites where practical and economically feasible.g.   Discourage clearing of wooded areas.
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L' 0r 1  

R DCTI P      E I YI BC ZON1

I.and use is the central element of the traditional Currently, the City of Cambridge has a4 zoning districts
comprehensive plan, establishing the physical which can be grouped into different categories, based
configuration of the city, the mix and location of uses,    on general use. These categories include: flood districts,
and the nature of community systems that support shoreland districts, scenic river districts, residential
them. Because the land use plan is a statement of policy, districts, professional medical districts, business districts,
public and private decision makers depend on it to industrial districts, growth area districts, airport districts,
guide individual actions such as land purchases, project and planned unit developments. The City's existing zoning
design, and the review and approval process. This chapter is illustrated in Figure- i.

considers existing development patterns in Cambridge and
the influence of its natural environment. It concludes by Flood Districts
calculating future land use needs, providing a basis for the
future development plan.

Cambridge has a Flood Plain F-i district which regulates

EXI' PE G Li4NID USE
activities within the floodplain. This zone is comprised of

three different areas: the floodway, the flood fringe, and
general flood plain district These areas are determined

The purpose of an existing land use inventory is to quantify by Federal Emergency Management Agency( FEMA)
and analyze existing development in the community. An

flood mapping and have speci#'ic regulations for new
examination of current land uses reveals development

construction, permitted uses, and standards. Typical
patterns, current densities, and shows prevalent uses in permitted uses in the flood districts include agricultural
Cambridge. Utilizing the current land use and natural

uses, recreational uses such as golf courses and camp sites,
resources information will help guide future developmen4

p g facilities, and warehousing. Residential uses are
to be consistent with this goals of maintaining the permitted in the flood fringe area, with requirements to
small town character of the City, while promoting job el vate or floodproof structures.
and housing development that meet future needs. This
inventory, combined with other background information,       

Shoreland Districts
is used to suggest where, at what intensity, and at what
rate growth should occur. The inventory can also help to
classify areas that should remain undeveloped or should bridge's Shoreland Districts are intended to preserve

be preserved. Existing land use and natural resource d enhance the quality of surface waters, conserve
information as well as the City's goals shape the Fnture e economic and natural environmental values of

Land Use Plan.    shorelands, and provide for the wise use ofwaters and
related land resources. Restrictions are imposed on the

Exissting land uses in Cambridge include•    design, placement and height of structures and roadways
in shoreland districts. Vegetative alteration, topographic

m Single-family residential neighborhoods alterations, stormwater management, water supply, and
sewage treatment are also more strictly controlled within

Multi-family residential neighborhoods shoreland areas. Unlike floodplai.n districts, the Cit s

shoreland districts are not overlay districts.
Commercial and retail areas

d,,   
There are three shoreland sub- districts. The Shoreland
Special Protection District SSP allows for limited uses such

Public and institutional uses( includ.ing the hospital)      as forest management agriculture and parks. Single-famly
residences are allowed in the SSP( as a conditional use)

Parks arad open spaces and the Shoreland Residential District SI( as a permitted
use), subject to special design and setback criteria. I.imited

Port commercial and public uses are allowed in the Shoreland

Agricultural and vacant land
General Development District GD and are also subject to
restrictive design and setback criteria.

The Existing Zoning section of this chapter further outlines
the regulations associated with these different land uses.
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Scenic River Districts Business Districts

The Scenic Rum River Ordinance controls riverland The City's commercial uses are located within one of four
development in order to protect and preserve the commercial zoning districts. Cambridge' s high- density
outstanding scenic, recreational, natural, historical, and retail service, office, and public uses are located in the
scientific values of the Rum River. Three sub- districts Downtown Business District( B- i),which is intended for
are established under the ordinance. The Scenic River businesses that primarily serve pedestrian traffic. The
I District( SR- i) is intended to preserve and protect the Downtown Fringe Business District( B- iA) is located
special historical, natural, or biological characteristics around the Downtown Business District. It is intended
of the Rum River by limiting and properly managing to enhance the downtown by providing for a broad range
development. Limited uses such as agriculture, forestry, of goods and services and one- stop shopping trips made
and resource management are allowed, as are single- family by automobile. The Highway Business District( B- 2) is
homes, subject to setback design and density restrictions.       intended to provide space for auto-oriented uses and is

located in close proximity to major thoroughfares and
The Scenic River II District( SR- 2) is intended to provide highways. The City also has a Business Transition District
for medium to high- density residential development within     ( BT) which serves as a transitional area between highway
the urban corridor of Cambridge, while still preserving and business areas and residential uses.
protecting the river. It does this through high standards of
design requirements for municipal sewer and water utility Industrial Districts
service and the preservation of desirable site amenities and
open space through the use of planned unit developments.      

The City of Cambridge has four industrial districts

that allow for varying degrees of intensity in industrialThe Scenic River III( SR-g) is similar to the SR- 2 district
activities. The Low Impact Business- Industrial Districtbut provides for professional office and public uses. Special     (
I- i) provides for a mix of offices and warehouses that

regulations apply to planned unit developments within the
have low impacts on the surrounding area. The Lightscenic river districts.     
Industrial District( I- 2) features industrial development

Residential Districts that has minimal impacts on adjacent uses, especially with
screening and design guidelines. Cambridge' s General
Industrial District( I-3) allows for heavy and intensive

The City of Cambridge has established four basic industrial and wholesale activities. The Industrial
residential districts. The first is the R- i One Famil_y Transition District( IT) serves as a transitional area
Residence District which provides for single-family homes between light industrial areas and residential uses.

at moderate densities. The second residential zoning
district is the R- iA One Family District which preserves Growth Area Districts
the traditional single- family neighborhood development in
the Downtown. This neighborhood features small lots and

There are two growth area districts in the City: thetraditional gridded streets. In the City' s third residential
Rural Residential/ Agricultural District( RA) and the

zoning district, the R- 2 One and Two Family Residence
Urban Reserve( UR). The RA district preserves existingDistrict, single- family homes, duplexes, and multifamily agricultural and open space areas and allows for low-

dwellings of four or less units are allowed. The R-3 District
density residential areas. These areas allow for livestockMultiple Family Residence is the City's fourth residential
and farming as well as public parks and open spaces. Thedistrict. Its purpose is to allow for medium to high-density UR District is land within the City's Planned Growth Areas.

residential uses.   

The district allows for orderly growth of urban residential
uses, while allowing for open space and agricultural uses in

Professional Medical Districts the interim.

The Professional Medical District( P- M) allows for an Planned Unit Developments
integrated mix of inedical offices, clinics, hospitals, nursing
homes, and other health care facilities. Other public uses

A Planned Unit Development( PUD) may be constructedsuch as parks and playgrounds and institutional uses are

through a rezoning of property. PUDs encourage a varietypermitted as well. Duplexes, multi-family housing and
of land uses, fficiency in land consumption, sensitivity tosenior facilities are conditional uses in the district.
natural amenities, and increased density. All PUDs must
go through a plan review and approval process with the

City to ensure that the new development is consistent with
City goals and needs. More information on the benefits
associated with PUDs is included in Chapter 3: Housing.

CAMBRIDGE COMIPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 7: Land Use   _
75_   69     



w 393RD AVE NE.=•••.+-._.

p
4l3915T AVE NW--. y       ( 

r3415T.AVENE  

I

i    
9O Nr'

T i       ! wR,   
w F i .

yF h._ p339TH AVE NW..,      339T+HAVF. NE
T1   j      

I Lp-""'
F

l1TH AVE NE

r 9THD      - -    337TH• AVE NE--'

n
P a '

E NW'  

I   ,
f a  

a           

t
I 1

rw/W             

8
SiH AVE NW  

Ys.' r   r'

MOON IAKE DR NE
R n    '`  f

w

S  

jarH avE NE` r
oP y     _     

S 3RD AVE. ryE4 p0

P.      L      i     3 3

J                    r`

HIGHWHY. 95 NWl-++•: m!+*   "       HIGHWHYl95: NEi...     s-'.f's.•or,* r.

1 15T AVE W,     Y" 15T/AVE Eh

1
L

a'+??     '"     , nve se j'
I

T^       

ZND VE SbN      '          I3 EE
3R FVE s'=_l

o   

I t o i s S rE
a0  

9 AVESW'      S'.< n

r..     
p,    _-     w n qia

7      ,   3 /._    

Q anfi n e s``  

1

Q   ___   jj'.  

6G'..
r

2
y'  , r`  /  i

a

a 

s f.c r        s
tN H

s.  
0'7  .

329T AJE' NW,      ...:.\, 329TN AVE' NE   f l eTMA E.       
I

p  
c.a/, f   .     +   `    

w

1

1 328TH AVE NE

S    
S     _ 

iTnn Esrv.
iw i

se. r-    ...„     .

r x l. .   - f
l.          ..

y       .`     "' ti'    
t s+. J

i i 1 '   13iNAVESW      
T   , F

pEy .' 

UCKLE
o-

lVO
4'"

t      !_ I'

a..:'

i - --   ....  .        
I       ..   _.r     :.     _---"

r  %F   
u i ceonaoa'sr' i

16TH PtryV.E S.E. 1

O w
18TH•AVE SWF" -.     

t
f    " I   '

L i I..•      

o   . r_       d     hi t s. t
arHavESEI+: y(,. d'

r

t    °'      } <`

r,.. r,'   91 W f
322N lN. ryW-      1,^     QO

21' T. FINELNSW _ l Y3 , w <   I_! `.  •.             . _ .    

dc"-!        t. oi  R1a se__... .           

J       ,..      
1

ciP.      . zarH nvesw o     --  

A/ \ 

P"      ( 1:      slN L S..   .    
jy y        }`       

3, 9tHI P  .;
28THAVESW   •     . CENTRALAV- Y iV'2' I 2:'    

S.y1

I .  ,       T w       
v

1 P.,!

r I  4_      =
1     .._ 

LAKE'
a- i F Z .:

317TN' AVE NW.
Q'       

Y.    t l: rpp'•
32NDAVESW j^ '

p      m31 TH AVE NE-—

r t   -,    `          
i 34iH' PVESW      v       

2

T"4`. I   
c

N

O 4,   

r MA(
E

DRS         a g9 i z

I

yopo     '       
m               

1
2

pG l_.,.,..      

313TH FVE- NE vL.....,._

a

J_    ; t
w

a

304TM- AVE NW-• Q
I       .

1

Z
30) TN NE

I
305TH AVENW  305TH AVE NE-- m•'^

4
f

x J302ND' N NE;    

Figure 7- 1 Zoning Districts 8 Acreage t_   Limited Industrial( I- 2)- 150 ac

Rural ResidencelA ncultural RA 359 ac General Industrial p- 3)- 138 ac9      (  )-

Zon i ng Districts ne Family Residence District( R- 1)- 781 ac L - ndustrial Transition( IT)- 2 ac

One Family Residence District( R- 1A)- 151 ac i,__ Shoreland Special Protection District( SSP)- 465 ac

Cambridge, MIIII eSOfcl i One and Two Family Residence District( R- 2)- 58 ac,_   Shoreland General Development District( GD)- 10 ac

Multiple Family Residence DisVict( R- 3)- 202 ac       Shoreland Residential( SR)- 315 ac

Business Transition( BT)- 25 ac 3 Urban Reserve( UR)- 1 ac

Downtown Business District( B- 1)- 31 ac Scenic River I District( SR- I)-< 1 ac

N Downtown Fringe Business District( B- 1A)- 15 ac i  , Scenic River II District( SR- II)- 556 ac

Hi hwa Business District B- 2 302 ac r;.:`: Scenic River III District( SR- III)- 85 ac
Miles 9 Y

0 0. 25 0. 5 1 Professional Medical( PM)- 131 ac Airport District- 189 ac

Low- Impact Business- Industrial District( I- 1)- 73 ac Planned Unit Development( PUD)- 103 ac
Produced by. Alysa Zimmerle

Source: City of Cambridge, 2017 Mer n zoi
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V/ CANT LAND BY ZONING Table- z: Vac nt and Agricultural Lanci in

Cambridge, by Zoning District
There are 1, 358 acres of vacant and agricultural lands in
the City, comprising approximately i/ 3 of the total City Zoning Gross Net Percent
acreage. Figure- 2 shows the location of vacant and District Acres Acres Wetlands
agriculturalland.   

RA 307. 03 205 33. 10%

It can be assumed that as the City continues to grow, these R-  275. 56 241. 62 12. 32%
vacant lands will be the first to develop. It is important R- 1 A 7. 05 6. 87 2.51%
to determine the zoning of this land to give City officials

R_ 2 5. 91 5. 91 0.00%
and residents a good idea of the supply of land available
for development. For instance, if there is virtually no

R- 3 49.89 49.33 1. 13%

vacant land available for residential development,  BT 0.50 0. 50 0. 00
the Comprehensive Plan should indicate areas where g_    0. 58 0.58 0.00%
additional residential land would be appropriate or areas

B_ A 0.78 0. 78 0.00%where rezoning is desirable. Likewise, if the vacant land
inventory indicates that there is a predominance of vacant B- 2 77• 18 76. 96 0. 29%
industrial land, the Comprehensive Plan should limit PM 13.98 13.98 0.00%
additional areas for industrial development until such time      _    

43. 10 35. 61 17. 37%
as the existing industrial land is developed.

I- 2 68. 65 57. 14 16. 77%

In Cambridge, most of the vacant land is in the I- 3 0.69 0.69 0.00%
Residential/ Agricultural District and the R- i One Family IT
Residence District( over 60o acres). Large tracts of
undeveloped land are located on the edges of the city,      

SSP 144.80 68.20 52.90%

however, there are numerous small tracts of undeveloped GD 0. 57 0.57 0.00%
land throughout the communiiy as well. These parcels have SR 192.59 156. 37 18. 81%
already been subdivided as part of an earlier neighborhood

U R
development, but homes have not yet been constructed.
It is important to note that over 2i percent of vacant land SR- I

in the City is undevelopable because it is wetland. All SR- II 67. 29 55.90 16. 92%
calculations for future land use growth acknowledge this. 

SR- III 16. 10 15. 94 1. 03%

Table- i summarizes vacant land in the City.
PUD 50.44 50.44 0. 00%

Airport 35.34 26. 87 23.97%

Total 1, 358.03 1, 069.26 21. 26%
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FUTU E 1. 4ND US   Agr cultural

Cambridge citizens understand that growth will inevitably Areas which are designated Agricultural on the City's
occur and that planning for this growth will result in a Future I nd Use Map are not expected to develop
stronger local economy, greater sustainability, and a better within the next 2o years or are inappropriate for urban
quality of life for current and future residents. This section development due to environmental constraints. These
provides a description of the Future Land Use Map and its areas should be zoned Agricultural and be left undeveloped
land use categories, which provide a city-wide framework and unserved by sanitary sewer and water infrastructure
for the City's future.      until such time as development is pending services can be

provided and the property is annexed.
There are eleven land use categories identified for the City
of Cambridge and the USA I in the future. These categories Rural Residential
are summarized below and mapped in Figure- 3. Table
7-2 describes the designations and planned acreage of each     e agriculture and open space future land uses, rural
category.    residential land uses should focus on low-density, single-

family, development. Densities in rural residential areas
ble 7-2: Futun°e Land Use I)esignat'roaas aga should be low( three to four units per acre) and ensure that

C axrabazdge and tlie USA I
residential development does not occur in an unplanned
and inefficient manner. Where residential development

F¢ ure Lc rad Use Acc s Pecceett does occur, lots must be laid out so that they can be
Agricultural 3,92%     subdivided later at urban densities. Clustering should be

encouraged in these areas where appropriate, especiallyLow Density 1, 820 32.25%     
near weflands and waterbodies.

Residential

High Density 476 8.43      Low Density Residential
Residential

General 1, 010 17. 90%    This designation is given to lands where clustered housing
Commercial is preferred to retain natural features and open space

Downtown 28 0.49%     d to protect against development patterns that may
Commercial hinder the ultimate transition of these areas to urban

use. Densities in these areas should be low( three to four
Fringe/ Transition 16 28%     

units per acre) though, higher density development( sixCommercial
units per acre) could be achieved through planned unit

Industrial 556 9. 85%     development, with mandatory clustering. With these
Public/ Quasi-Public 489 8.66%      requirements, housing could be developed with smaller lot
Professional/  224 3.97%     

S e'

Medical
Low density residential areas should develop in a manner

Airport 259 4.59%     that complements the nearby existing rneighborhoods and
Park/ Recreational 545 9. 66%     attention should be given to topography and other site
Total 5,644 c cres

constraints in their development. Adequate parks and
open space should be provided for as well.
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High Density Residential General Commercial

In Cambridge, multifamily residential development The General Commercial designation accommodates

is typically comprised of apartment and townhouse other commercial development that does not fall into the

developments. In addition, the City has one manufactured
other commercial designations. These areas are intended

housing park and a number of duplexes.     to accommodate primarily auto oriented uses which are

located in close proximity to major thoroughfares. Major

Existing multifamily residential units will continue to be general coffimercial areas include land on either side of

an important component of the City housing stack and the Highway 65 south of the city and land along iighway 95

City should continue to monitor all multifamily areas to e eastern part of the city. These commercial areas

ensure their continued maintenance and upgrading.      
serve as local and regional hubs offering a mix of retail,
restaurant, and big-box options.

In addition to the existing multifamily units found in
the community, the City anticipates addi onal demand Ii1dUStrlGl

for both medium density townhomes and higher density
apartment units. This Plan accommodates additional The City supports the continued viability of its existing
multifamily development and designates their appropriate industrial sites. The industrial district will help to
locations throughout the City and the USA I district. These support the economy of the community and provide jobs
areas should develop in a manner that complements the to workers across the region. New industrial areas are

nearby existing neighborhoods and should develop at planned for the northern part of the USA I, bounded by
densities of about eight to iwelve units per acre.   the B1VSF railroad, future high density residential and

commercial uses along Highway 95, and low density

Downtown Commercial residential near Sandquist Park.

Cambridge was historically a retail commercial center PUbIiC/ QUCISi- PUbIIC

serving the needs of its residen4s and the ttearby
agricultural community with most of the commercial The Public/ Quasi-Public land use was created for
establishments located in the downtown area. Downtown public uses such as schools, government properties, and

remains an important aspect of Cambridge's commercial community facilities. Other quasi-public land uses, such as
activity, supporting numerous small local businesses along religious facilities are also included in this land use type.

Main Street, Highway 95, and in the City Center mall.
Downtown and economic development in Ca bridge are Professional/ ivledical
discussed further in Chapter 8 of this Plan.

The Professional/ Medical designation is intended to

Fringe/ Transition Commercial provide for high quality professional medical office and
mixed use development specifically senior or other high

The Fringe/ Transition Commercial area is intended to act density housing. The only area designated for this use on
as a transition between the Downtown Commercial and the Future Land Use Plan map is around the sate of the

Highway Commercial areas of Cambridge. Uses within state hospital.

this area may include many of those associated with either
or both the Downtown and General Commercial districts.       Airport
However, development should occur at a smaller scale

than may occur in the General Commercial district but The Cambridge Airport is located west of the City, just
may also occur at a larger or more auto-oriented scale south of Highway 95. The airport designation provides
than would be allowed within the Downtown Commercial ample room for the existing needs of the airport and
District. Since this area aLso acts as a buffer between the port safety zones.

high density downtown commercial core and residential
areas, it will also be parlicularly important for the City to Park/ Recreational
ensure high quality development in this district through
performance standards and site design criteria.    y bridge, there are numerous parks and natural

spaces. These spaces provide recreational opportunities for
residents and also serve as protected natural spaces. One

of the largest parks in the community is the area along the
Rum River. This area provides areas for walking, fishing
and boating. The City currently has planned for 545 acres
of park and recreational uses in existing neighborhoods
and in the USA I district.

ry   80_   
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Fig u re 7  Clty BOY11dqly Industrial( 556 ac)

Futu re Land Use
USA I Boundary Public/ uasi- Public( 489 ac)

Fulure Land Use( Acres)  Professional/ Medical(? 24 ac)

Cambridge, Minnesota
qgry utturel( 227 ac)

FJrport( 259 ac)

1 i. Rural Residential( 2, 369 ac)      
General Commercial( 1. 070 ac)

1
N

High Densiry Residenlial(/ 76 ec)   
Downtown Commercial( 28 ac)

Miles Low Densiry Residential( 1, 820 ac)  - FnngeRransrton Commercial( 16 ac)
0 0. 3 0. 6 1. 2

Source: Cily of Cam6ridge, 2017
Parkrttecreatlonal( 545 ac)       a M.M+ TMM
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FUTURE L 4ND USE GROWTH AND

CCOAAAAODATION OVER TIIVOE

Residential Land Use Growth
T Ie 7- s Net Developable Residential Land in

As discussed in Chapter 2: Demographics, the City of Cambridge and the USA I Distirict

Cambridge is projected to have i3, oo residents and 5 596
households in 2045. This is a total of approximately 2, ioo Land Use Designation Net Developable Acres
new housing units. Relying on the City's zoning code to

Rural Residential 474.38
determine residential densities, the Plan presents land
needed to accommodate future growth. 

Low Density Residential 277.48

High Density Residential 26. 59

The City of Cambridge currenfly has i, oi.24 acres of Total 778.45
vacant residential land within the city limits and the
USA I. It is important to note that this gross acreage
includes wetlands, which are undevelopable. Because land

development requires land for right-of-way, stormwater
ponds, and parks or open space, these areas were

subtracted as well. Net undeveloped residential acreage in

the City and the USA I is 778.45 acres. Table- 3 illustrates
this developable land by residential land use designation.

Based on the current zoning requirements, densities were Table- 4: Residential Densities
assigned to these residential land use designations, ranging
from low density( three units per acre) to high density Lqnd Use Designation Dwelling Units Per Acre
twelve units per acre). Assigned densities are included in

Table Rurai Residential 3 to 4
7-4•

Low Density Residential 3 to 6

To determine if the land available in the City and the USA High Density Residential 8 to 12

I district is adequate to accommodate population growth,
possible dwelling units were calculated( Table- 5). As
illustrated in Table- 5, it is clear that even if the City
develops at the lowest density, there is ample planned
residential land to accommodate future residential growth.

Table- 5: Future Dwelling Units Accommodated, by Land Use Designation

Land Use Designation
Net Acres Dwelling Units per Number of Units Number of Units
Available Acre minimum)       maximum)

Rural Residential 474.38 3 to 4 1, 423 1, 898

Low Density Residential 277. 48 3 to 6 832 1, 665

High Density Residential 26. 59 8 to 12 213 319

Total 792.07 2,468 3, 881
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82_   CAAl1 RIDGE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTER 7: Land Use  



Commercial Land Use Growth

Commercial land use needs were assumed based ab e 7-6e o rcia fl ad iTse fltequireci in
on a typical development scenario. In this scenario,       oq.
approximately four percent of all new developed
residential land is dedicated to supporting commercial Total Residential Acres Added 1, 701
uses. Given that the City's scenario assumes a future land

Percent of residential land dedicateduse scenario with i, oi gross acres of residential land 4%
added, 68 acres of commercial land will be needed. As to commercial purposes

illustrated in the Future Land Use Plan and Table- 6,     Total Nev Coer9rntrcial Lanc Beeded 6 Acres
there is ample commercial land planned for the City and its Und wa[opec Commercial/ 4cres irt 273.86
future residents.    Future Land Us Plan 4cres

Industrial Land Use Grovvth

Industrial land use needs were assumed based on a typical Table- rye Industiial I. Uses ltequired°ui 2045
development scenario. In this scenario, approximately four
percent of all new developed residential land is dedicated Total Residential Acres Added 1, 701
to supporting industrial uses. Given that the City's scenario

Percent of residential land dedicated
assumes a future land use scenario with i, oi gross acres

to commercial purposes
4%

of residential land added, 68 acres of industrial land will
be needed. As illustrated in the Future Land Use Plan and

Total New Industrtal LancJ IVeeded 68 Acres

Table-, there is ample industrial land planned for the UndeveEoped Inc a steitt6 Acees Irt Future 246.44
City and its residents.     Lend Use Plan Acres

Parks and Open Space Land Use Growth

Parks and Open Space needs were based on a typical
development ratio in wluch io acres of parkland
are tteeded for every i,000 people. With a projected
population of ig, oo people, ig acres of parkland will be
needed. The City of Cambridge has planned for 545 acres
of parkland and open space, well exceeding the needs for
future population growth.

Summary

The City' s future land use plan provides ample room
for growth to 2045. In fact, there is more than enough
land in both the City and the USA I to accommodate
growth well past 2045. Given this, new development

should be inteniional and contiguous( not" leap frog"),
while protecting the many natural amenities and prime
agricultural lands in the City and surrounding areas.
Implementation of this quality development is discussed
further in Chapter g: Implementation.
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LAt USE G0 41S Goal 2

GOC11 1 Plan land uses and implement standards to minimize land
use conflicts.

Support the compact and orderly growth of all urban
development, including residential, commercial and Policy 2. x: Prepare and adopt a land use plan that
industrial areas.   designates land use areas and guide development to

appropriate areas in order to ensure desirable land
Policy i.i: Identify planned growth areas outside use patterns and minimize conflicts.

the City that have the potential to be served with
an appropriate range of public services in a cost Policy 2.2: Require adequate transitions between
effective manner. different land uses through appropriate land use

planning and zoning standards.
Policy i.2: Work with the County and adjacent
Townships to facilitate orderly growth within the P li 3' 2•3: Encourage the location of commercial

City and direct development to the City's planned d industrial development in areas that avoid
growth areas through the use of orderly annexation adverse impacts on residential areas.

agreements where appropriate.   
Policy 2.4: Prepare design standards for commercial,

Policy i.g: Work to annex existing development d d multi-family housing development.
located adjacent to the City and within its planned

e Policy 2.5: Design and locate industrial and
growth areas, as municipal services can be provided

commercial developments to avoid routing truckto those properties.       
traffic through residential areas.

Policy i.4: Extend the City's subdivision authority
outside City boundaries to include the entire USA I

Goal 3District.

Policy i.5: Continue to guide residential growth M the dislinction between the urban city and
in an orderly pattern so that new development the rural countryside with well-planned and carefully
can be effectively served by public facilities and coordinated services appropriate to the distinct needs of
the character of existing neighborhoods can be each.

maintained and enhanced.

e Policy 3.i:Encourage new development to occur in
o Policy i.6: Encourage a balanced strategy of those azeas that have available municipal utilities.

infilling", or developing vacant land, within the City
and betweett the City and existing rural development Policy 3.2: Require properties served by public
where appropriate and annexing and developing new utilities to be located within the City.
areas.

Poli Accommodate existin a3' 3•3   g gricultural uses

Policy i.: Actively plan and zone an adequate supply until such time as other uses are planned for the area
of multiple family housing units in appropriate and the agricultural use is converted to urban uses.
areas.

Policy 3.4: Work with the County and adjacent
Townships to maintain very low residential densities
outside of the City and its planned growth areas.

7    
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Goal 4

Enhance community character and identity.

Policy 4. i: Work to strengthen and maintain the
appearance of the Highway 95, Highway 65, and rail
corridors through design standards, trails, lighting,
sidewalks, signage and other tools.

Policy 4.2: Support land use changes on Highway
95 Properties zoned Business Transition District to
encourage the conversion to non- residential uses

including office and commercial uses which would
pro ide a commercial link between downtown
Cambridge and the existing commercial uses to the
east.

Policy 4. 3: Fxpand and enforce architectural and

site- planning standards included in the zoning code
that support and promote coinmuniiy standards.

Policy 4.4: Continue to plan for land uses in order to
support and enhance Cambridge' s ability to attract
quality development.

Policy 4.5: Ensure that high quality developments
are well planned and connected to existing
development through the efficient use of streets,
sidewalks and trails, utilities and infrastructure.
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c a

DOW[ T W6 , I  EC[ MlC

DE' ELOIP' IEI T

DOWNTOWN

Downtown Cambridge is an approximately twelve-block Although it may not play the role that it did in the past,
area, originally platted in i869 and is located around the downtown Cambridge is still economically stable and is
intersection of Highway 95 and Main Street. Historically, an important part of the community. The purpose of this
the downtown area has served as the economic focal point section is to identify the issues facing the downtown area
for the City and surrounding community. However, over so that the City can direct its efforts to those areas that
the past decades, commercial activiry has shifted away need to be improved while recognizing that downtown' s
from the downtown to an area along Highway 95 east of role has and will continue to change over time.

Highway 65. Not only are newer and often large retailers
such as Wall-Mart locating in this area, but County Downtown Cambridge is in generally good economic
Market, previously one of the downtown' s major retailer's condition. Revitalization efforts will play an important
relocated there in i996.  role in attracting customers and new businesses as well as

retaining existing businesses in the downtown.
Traditionally, in smaller cities across greater Minnesota,
the downtown area has played an important social and Downtown Cambridge has long been the heart of the
economic function in the development of the community.       community and is considered by many of the Steering
The downtown was the center of activity, as the retail Committee members as either a favorite places or as a

stores, restaurants, and movie theaters were all located location with traditional or other special characteristics
there. In cities like Cambridge that were the county seat, that should be maintained or copied. A wide variety of
the County courthouse provided an additional focus of land uses are allowed under the Downtown Business

activity as people from all over the County came to town District zoning including retail, commercial, mixed
to register deeds, get marriage licenses, and pay taxes.   use, and" dwelling units, not on the ground level floor".
Serving a predominantly agricultural community, the Elements of a revitalized downtown include the sensitive
downtown area was often the only area within many miles integration of new development with existing buildings,
for entertainment and the location for needed goods and in-fill development, and an emphasis on compatibility with
services.     the historic city fabric' s scale, character, small blocks, and

connectivity.
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ECO ORIhiC DEVELOP/1AENT Table 8- i:1Vlajor Cambridge Emptoyers, oi4

Economic health is an important component of a thriving Industry Type Estimated of all jobs
community. A strong commercial and industrial base Workforce
provides jobs to community residents, contributes to a

Construction 72 1. 0%
community' s tax base, and can be a source of psychological
strength to a community. One can also measure the Manufacturing 1, 077 15. 5%

economic health of a community by taking a look into a Wholesale Trade 51 0. 7%

community's employment and household income.  
Retail Trade 1, 463 21. 1%

Economic development blends economic opportunity with       
nformation 191 2. 8%

local infrastructure, land, housing and education. The Finance and
245 3. 5 a

primary objectives of most economic development plans Insurance
are to increase local tax base, provide job opportunities,   Real Estate
and provide the goods and services local residents and

and Rental and 42 0.6%
visitors desire. However, these objectives are inherently Leasing
linked to the availability of skilled and educated workers, 

Admin. Support 255 3. 7%affordable housing, developable land, and infrastructure.
Health Care and

772 25. 6%
Employment Social Assistance

Arts,

Cambridge is both an independent economic center Entertainment, 23 0.3
and part of an inter-dependent regional economy.  and Recreation

Consequently, many Cambridge residents commute to Accommodation
workplaces in other regional cities, while other regional Food Services

555 8. 0%

residents travel to jobs in Cambridge. Based on recent
pther Services 178 2. 6%

estimates, over 2 percent of the Cambridge workforce is
employed in service and sales; management, the ser rice Public

439 6. 3%
sector. About 25 percent of the city's workers are employed Administration

in industrial and transportation sectors( Table 8- i).As
Table 8- 2 shows, some of these fields pay significantly less Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4
than others.

Table 8- 2: Isanti County Wages by Industry, 2oi4

Industry Type Avg. Annual Change Since

Wage 2010

Construction 40,625 16. 6%

Manufacturing 51, 519 13.2 a

Retail Trade 24,323 5. 8%

Information 30,836 16. 7%

Finance and
42,094 7. 5%

Insurance

Real Estate

and Rental and 27, 664 1. 6%

Leasing

Admin. Support 56,316 2. 7%

Health Care and
40,430 8. 7%

Social Assistance

Arts,

Entertainment,     8, 593 22.8%

and Recreation

Accommodation
648 9. 5%

Food Services

Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4
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Commute and Job Locations

Workers in the region are highly mobile and tend to move Figure 8-2: Mode of Transportation for Cambridge
throughout the area for employment. Average commuting Residents

time for smaller cities in the region, including Cambridge,
indicates that the typical resident travels outside the city
for employment. Cambridge falls within a middle range

for commuting time among regional communities. The
average time for a Cambridge resident to get to work is Car, Truck or Van

27.4 minutes compared to 33•5 minutes for the Isanti Public Transportation

County commuter. As a" labor exporter", Isanti County Motorc deY
is home to roughly 20,00o workers, 75 percent commute
out for work. Half of Isanti County jobs are filled by people

Bicycle

living in Isanti County; about 4,00o workers commute to 1Nalk

Hennepin County alone. Incoming labor comes primarily Other

from Chisago County. Commute times are illustrated in J, 1Norked from Home
Figure 8- i.       

Most working residents in Cambridge commute to their Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4
jobs by personal automobile( 84 percent). 2. g percent of
residents use public transportation and 4. i percent walk or

bike. The American Community Survey estimates that over
25o Cambridge residents work from home, about seven

percent of working residents. Figure 8- 2 illustrates mode
of travel for Cambridge residents.

Figure 8- i: Commute Time for Cambridge Residents

35°b  ,. _  _– — ---- ---- ------ ---- ------------ — ----

31%

3%  i---   y .:

r. ,--____.._ _----------------__

2 -}—.  

a 219

2d%         

F, i
4

16%

c 15%   ----   l l-n.-  e.     

11%br;       

1 D%
10%   --  

d

5/ 0

4M    —_—   

I n

0%  -I---._ .__  .   _ i--   , ..      =----   . . __..: .._--,-_      .-:.. ._.-- T--..     , ..... --- i-... _      : ___.__ ._i

J J\

4

J

S

q\ 

fi

a`  

bhb
o

J

Source: American Community Survey, 2oi4

2 CAM6ttIDG CONNPREIiEr_gg` PLAN CHAPTER 8: Downtown and Economic Development 



Unemployment

During the Recession of 2008, many communities However, since 2009, the unemployment rate has steadily
across Minnesota and the United States faced rising declined. In 2oi4, unemployment in the County was once
unemploytnent rates and joblessness. Cambridge was no again at five percent. Figure 8- 3 clearly depicts the impact
exception to these hardships. In 2006, Isanti County's of the Recession of 2008 and its aftermath. Maintaining
unemployment rate was under five percent, however, by low unemployment and continuing to add new, living wage
2009, that rate jumped to ten percent of the population. jobs will be critical for the continued growth of the region.
This led to difficulties with managing home payments, and Job training programs and other workforce development
most new development in the region stalled. opportunities can help to match employer needs with a

strong labor base.

Figure 8- g: Isariti County Unemployment Rate, 20o6-2oi6
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Retail Market Analysis

In 2ou, the McComb Group, Ltd. prepared a retail market
analysis for the City of Cambridge, addressing existing
retail and commercial development, as well as identifying
recommendations for the future. The McComb Group's
analysis suggested that by 2030, Cambridge would have
retail potential to support over three million square feet

of retail in 2030. Development is considered feasible in

Downtown and along Highway 95. These areas should
remain the two major shopping areas in the City, and with
the implementation of the Fringe/ Transition Commercial

District, the two areas should be encouraged to grow

towards each other.

Recommendations from the report include:

Provide at least one large parking area in each
quadrant of Downtown. Downtown should have 3•5
to 4.o convenient parking spaces per i,000 square
feet of retail area.

Downtown merchants should market to the larger

trade area. They should seek to compliment the
merchandise offerings of the larger stores in the East

TH- 95 retail area.

Install electronic signage in the East TH-95 retail

area to market Downtown. There may be a location
where Downtown signage could be located on public

property or private property for rental.

Future development along Highway 95 should occur
immediately east of Highway 65, as this area is
currently underdeveloped.

Redevelopment of Highway 95 between Downtown
and the existing auto- oriented commercial
development for retail use would create a" main

street" effect, with the East TH- 95 retail area
anchoring one end and Downtown anchoring the
other.

For more information on this retail market analysis, see

Appendix A.
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DOW 9TOW B ND ECOt O C El/ ELOP AENT Goal 3
GOALS

Maintain a favorable climate for ongoing business
GOaI 1 activities and continue the development of a strong,

diversified and balanced economic base.

Work with appropriate agencies to provide and maintain

policy 3. i:Recognize and promote the goals of thethe community facilities necessary to maintain a vibrant
downtown. City's Economic Development Work Plan.

Policy 3.2: Promote and market Cambridge to
Policy i.i: Provide and maintain adequate

attract commercial and industrial development and
infrastructure, includi.ng sewer, water, storm sewer,      

redevelopment within the City, including the use
parking, streetscaping, and sidewalks downtown. 

of financial incentives, with particular emphasis on

Policy i.2: Encourage key community facilities to attracting businesses that provide livable wage jobs.
locate and remain within the downtown area. 

Policy 3.3: Work with existing businesses that
want to expand in Cambridge to develop funding

GOC11 2 packages, find suitable land and otherwise encourage
their continued location in Cambridge.

Recognize and support the economic development Policy 3•4: Encourage both public and private
commitment and activities provided by area organizations investment in facilities and infrastructure.
both private and public).

Policy 3.5: Recognize the fundamental linkage
Policy 2. i: Continue to fund economic development between housing and economic development and
activities.   work to match housing availability with communiiy

employment

Policy 2. 2: Promote and encourage the coniinued
role of the Cambridge Economic Development Policy g.6: Encourage the development of targeted
Authority( EDA) and Chamber of Commerce in industry clusters.
economic development activities.

Policy 2.g Work with regional communities Goal 4
and agencies to promote area-wide economic
development activities, while maintaining a focus for Recognize the need to upgrade and expand existing City
activities unique to Cambridge. infrastructure in order to promote and support continued

residential, commercial, and industrial development.

Policy 4.i:Encourage the County to give funding
priority to City and County State Aid Roads that
serve commercial and industrial properties.

Policy 4.2: Work with the existing railroads to
maintain adequate rail service and access to City
business, industry, and commuter rail service.

Policy 4.g: Work with State and Federal agencies to
plan for the future growth and development of the
Cambridge airport.

Goal 5

Support the continued growth of appropriate commercial

and industrial areas outside of the central business district.

Policy 5.i: Maintain fully serviced industrial parks
with suitable transportation access.
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Bn6TI D T8 P8 aI ER E[ 8 6 IE e f S OI TATION PL PI

The Implementation Plan for the City of Cambridge Based on the analysis completed in the transportation

Comprehensive Plan identifies specific action steps that chapter( Chapter 4) of this Plan, the following
the City can take to implement key recommendations in recommendations and actions, beyond improvements

the Plan. Within the various chapters are goals and policies which have already been programmed, ha e been
laying out the Cit s vision and aspirations for the future. developed for the Ciiy's transportation system:
Many of these goals and policies are generalized, and
some descnbe ongoing activities that will be carried on in In cooperatioa with 1VInDOT, expand the four-lane

any event by the Planning Commission, City Council or section of iighway 95 from Emerson Street to a
others. This chapter will address specific opportunities to point west of Main Street. Additional improvements

implement these goals as well as establish a timeline for should include, extended or new turn lanes at several

completion. key intersections, access consolidation, pedestrian
amenities( ADA-compliant), and streetscaping.

A B EME B' 61N ' Fl TI RE IVD USE PLA 6
If the Highway 95 at-grade crossing with the BNSF

Based on the analysis completed in the land use chapter
corridor remains, the City shall work with MnDOT

Chapter) of this Plan, the following recommendations
and the BNSF on moving the southern rail spur

and actions have been developed for implementing the
switch and turnout to a southern connection, which

City' s proposed future land use:       
would reduce the frequency of trains blocldng the
highway and reduce the total length of delays for

In areas within the City of Cambridge, update zoning
ay traf6ic.

to match desired future land uses.
o    he City supports long-term intersection safety

In areas within the City, use zoning to control
d operational improvements to the Highway 95/

new development. Zoning code allows the City to
Spirit River Drive( County Rd iq./ o) intersection.

regulafie density, lot size, home type( single family,
MnDOT has installed a two pole and cable span wire

multifamily, townhomes), and uses on the property.      
signal system, but has not identified permanent
improvements.

Work with the(; ounty to adopt the revised Urban
e City shall continue to plan for roadwayService Area( LTSA) I district into City and County

zoning code.       
improvements to a6th Avenue SE and Flanders

Sireet between Opportunity Boulevard and Highway
o Use subdivision controls within the revised USA I 95• This route should be upgraded to current design

district as a means to monitor future growth and standards and include pedestrian and bicycle

development. Subdivision controls will allow the City accom odations.

to regulate density, the development of new open
space and parks, housing types and unit mixes.       

The City shall consider roadway extensions of
Flanders Street north of Highway 95 to 343rd

In all areas outside the City, work with Isanti Avenue NE; Garfield Street north of Highway 95

County to ensure that development is orderly and with a connection to Emerson Street( County Road

anticipates future growth.       2); and Paul's Lake Road south of 3igth Avenue

County Road 48) to approximately go5th Avenue
NE( County Road i9).' hese improvements may
occur in phases and will likely be development
driven.

The City shall continue to monitor intersection
operations and safety and will make appropriate

improvements( lane geometry changes, pavement
markings, lighting, signage, correct skews/
sight lines, etc.) as deemed necessary to improve
operatioxis or alleviate safety concerns. Site specific
technical studies that investigate intersection

level of service, crash rates, or severity rates
may be necessary to determine the appropriate
improvement(s).

6
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According to the 2o-year traffic projections, II A LEA{ ERITINEG FUTURE YIBe NNO
potential capacity concerns have been identified E
along Main Street south of Highway 95. The City
shall continue to highlight alternative local links B ed on the analysis completed in the utilities and
that reduce dependence on Y ighway c 5 and Main

community facilities chapter( Chapter 5) of this Plan,
Street such as the" Downtown Ring I oads", Garfield      

e following recommendations and actions, beyond
Street, Emerson Street, and Opportunity Boulevard,      

provements which have already been programmed, have
which can serve as alternate routes for local

been developed for the City's trail system:
residents during peak travel periods and preserve
the operating capacity on the Highway 95 and Main

e City will continue to add pedestrian facilities
Street corridors.      

o    (

sidewalks or trails/ paths) to local streets as these

o In the past, an alternative Rum River crossing
roadways undergo reconstruction.

feasibility study has been suggested that would
o    e City shall continue to establish" bicycle friendly

identify a southern crossing of the ltum River that
routes" and establish a means for adequately

would serve as a western bypass route. A bypass
marking these routes so bicyclists and drivers of

route would likely aid in relieving through traffic
motor vehicles can easily identify the presence of

from Highway 95 west of Highway 65, but additional ese routes. The use of regular signage or pavement
traffic analysis( origin-destination study) would be markings shall be considered in the establishment of
needed to better understand the number of trips

the network.
that could be diverted around Cambridge. While the

City would support an additional river crnssing it The City will further investigate the possibility of
is recognized that such a project would face many creating a pedestrian and bicycle connection to
challenges including environmental a d financial the northeast that would provide a pedestrian and

constraints. LTfializing exiting corridors to the extent bicycle corridor from the Cambridge East usiness
practical( e.g. 3o5th Avenue/ County I oad ig and District to Sandquist Park.

either Spirit I iver Drive/ County Road o or Palm
Street/ County Road io) is suggestecl as this would The City will support the expansion of regional trails
minimize social and environmental impacts. A throughout Isanti County including, but not limited
new interchange at Highway 65 and 3o5th Avenue to, the extension of the Cambridge-Isanti Trail north

should also be considered with any western bypass towards Braham and other communities.

concepts.
a The City will continue to explore pedestrian safety

Continue to monitor fianctional classification improvements throughout the community, including
designations and pursue changes as recommended multiple crossing along iighway 95•
in Table 4-2( see Chapter 4).   

T'he City will consider the development of an ADA
The City will continue to upgrade their 1Vlunicipal Transition Plan that defines how the City will
State Aid street system and all local roadways make their streets and roads accessible to disabled

to modern day design standards, which will indivi,duals. The Transition Plan should identify
help preserve operational and safety conditions and prioritize disabled access projects, estimate

for vehicular traffic and non-motorized users project costs, develop an implementation schedule,
pedestrians/ bicyclists). outline funding strategies, and include a process for

reporting( grievance and monitoring of the policy).
o The City will continue to support expanded transit

services throughout the community( Fieartland
Express bus service) and the region( Northern Lights
F.xpress— NLX passenger rail service). Planning
efforts will continue for a future NL station, which

has been planned to be located at the City Center
Complex in downtown Cambridge.

CAM RODG OA PR F9 6 lE L 6 CHAPTER 9: Implementa_93-   
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INIPLEAAENTAYIO YO E 1 9E

In order to implement the goals identified in each element of this Plan, an implementation timeline was developed. The action
steps below are concrete steps that will address some of the most important issues facing the City of Cambridge. Goals from eac}
chapter have been summarized into a single key theme to which action steps have been assigned. It is important to note that thi:
timeline should be treated as a living document, with new action steps identified and completed each year.

ICey Therne Action Steps

General:   Review all Plan goals and policies for progress. This will
Maximize Cambridge' s potential as a thriving include a "dashboard" of progress made. 7he dashboard
community will identify policies and goals that are underway and

completed. For goals and policies behind schedule, the
dashboard will identify what barriers and challenges are
prohibiting completion. Each year, this analysis will result in
a report or" report card" available to the public.

Review and amend Comprehensive Plan

Housing:   Explore new housing types for residential communities
Provide housing options for the diverse needs of the ADUs, Flex Housing, land trusts, etc.)
community and create a healthy, robust housing stock

Enforce municipal codes to ensure maintenance

Partner with other organizations to provide affordable
housing options

Transportation:  Develop right-of-way and access standards for new devel
Preserve and enhance the City' s transporfation opments

network, including roadways and transit
Monitor the roadway system for safety and usage
Work with NLX and other agencies to support future
commuter rail

Utilities and Community Facilities:  Identify blue and green comdors for future trails
Maintain and improve all community facilities, utilities,     

Adopt the revised USA I district and map
parks, and trails

Update the five-year CIP to address infrastructure needs

Agricultural, Historic, and Natural Resources:  Inventory, rank, and prioritize the community' s historic
Protect, conserve, and enhance the natural, cultural resources

and agricultural resources in and around Cambridge
Address soils, wetlands, natural features, slopes, viewsheds
and other features when reviewing zoning and land use
applications

Implement BMPs for water quality in nearby waterways,
lakes, and wetlands

Promote Planned Unit Developments as a way to conservF
natural resources

Land Use: Update zoning code and map to reflect changes to the
Promote compact, intentional development that Future Land Use map
addresses community needs

Use subdivision controls in USA I dis#rict for new
developments

Expand and enforce design standards for new
developments

Annex new neighborhoods into the city when municipal
services become available

Downtown and Economic Development:      Develop and adopt downtown design guidelines
Promote a vibrant downtown and encourage job

Market Cambridge fo new commercial and industrial
growth and economic development to benefit all development
Cambridge residents

94-



APPE ICES

e4PPEFJDiX /: PREVlOUS STUDIES AND 1lUORKS
GITED

Center for Urban and Regional Affairs( 2oi3) Cambridge
Design Opportunities. Minneapolis, Minnesota: University
of Minnesota

City of Cambridge, Dahlgren, Shardlow& Uban,

Inc.( 2ooi) City ofCambridge Comprehensive Plan.
Cambridge, Minnesota: City of Cambridge

Gill Group( 2oi3) Need and Demand Analysis: Isanti
Couniy, Minnesota. Detcter, Missouri

Gill Group( 2oi3) Need and Demand Analysisfor Seniors:
Isanti County, Minnesota. Dexter, Missouri

Greiner, Luke( 2oi4) City ofCambridge- Isanti County
Labor Market Profile. St. Paul, Minnesota: Minnesota

Department of Employment and Economic Development

Greiner, Luke( 2oi4) Economic Development Region E:
East Central. St. Paul, Minnesota: Minnesota Department
of Employment and Economic Development

Maxfield Research Inc. (2oi5) Housing Needs Analysis
for East Central Regional Housing Collaborative.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

McComb Group, Ltd. (2oii) Cambridge RetailMarket
Analysis. Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Planning Co ssion

Item# s (2)

Interun Tse PermitAutomobile Sales and Service, Nlnaor l0iay 2, 2017

INTEltlfllf IJSE I ERNIIT.. . T°O/ LQVH Al1TOIlAO ILE SAL.ES IIi[ THE& 1 ZONIRI( i DISTRIGT
fl60l Tli IUiEYRO AUYO S ES... KE/ IR9 A IVD RI 4fl1 41AlUDEL

Re uest

A request by Kevin and Briana Wudel for an Interim Use Permit fo allow automobile sales and
senrice, minor, in the B- 1 Zoning District.

ackaround

Automobiles sales and Auto Repair and Service, IVlinor, in the B- 1 Downtown Business District is
allowed by an Interim Use Permit.  The purpose of the interim use permit is to allow a use that

reasonably utilizes the property for a limited period of time or allow a use that is presently
acceptable but with anticipated development or other changes will not be acceptable in the
future.   Interim use permits tee minate upon a specific date, but can be extended upon re-
application before the Pianning Commission and City Council.

Kevin and Briana Wudel( North Metro Auto Sales, LLC), are requesting an inte m use permitfor
automobile sales and service at 140 1 Ave W.  The location at 140 1 Ave W is the former

Woody's Auto Sales and prior to that it was the Federated Co-Op property. Woody's Auto had
an interim use permit for the same use howrever an Interim Use Permit is not transferrable.
Since this is a new applicant, a new Interim Use Permit is required.

The proposal is for automobile sales and minor automobile service based on a five ( 5) year
interim use. According to the Cit r Code, minorservice includes items such as incidental repairs,
replacement of parts, tune-ups, lubrication, washing, detailing, and equipment installation. IVIa or
service includes engine rebuilding or major reconditioning of wom or damaged automobiles or
trailers; collision service including body, frame or fender straightening or repair and overall
painting of vehicles. Both minor and major service is allowed by an interim use permit in the B- 1
district.

The underground gas tanks have been removed from the former Federated Co-Op gas station.
The entire site is currently paved therefore all vehicles will be parked on a paved surFace as
required by the city code.  All other requirements of the City Code, Section 156.090 Auto-
Oriented Uses must be met where applicable.

Existing and new uses in the - 1 Downtown District are exempt from the parking space
requirements unless the new use require more parking than the old use.  Ciiy records do not
indicate the required information to determine an exact parking count for the old use of the
convenience station.   However, based on an approximation of parking for the convenience
station, 35 parking spaces were required.   The new use for auto service would require 19
spaces.  And the new use for auto sales would require 14 spaces, for a total of 33 spaces if
combining both uses.  The new use (auto sales and senrice) requires approximately the same
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Planning Commission
Item# 5( 2)

Interim Use PermitAutomobile Sales and Service, Minor May 2, 2017

number of parking spaces that the old use (auto convenience station) required.

Staff Recommendation

Staff is supportive of the request as long as the following conditions are met:
1.       The Interim Use for automobile sales and minor automobile service is not

transferrable and shall only be used by Kevin and Briana Wudel, and shall
discontinue after 5 years from the date of approval.

2.       Section 156.090 Auto-Oriented Uses of the City Code must be met at all times,
where applicable.

3.       If parking demand exceeds the parking provided, the interim use shall cease.

Plannina Commission Action

Motion on the attached draft resolution, as may be modified by the Commission, recommending
approval of the Interim Use Permit for automobile sales and minor automobile service in the B- 1
Downtown Business District at 140 1 Ave W. as long as the conditions listed above are met.

Attachments

1.       Location Map
2.       Draft Resolution
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Interim Use Permit
Automobile Sales
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Kevin and Briana Wudel are requesting an
Interim Use Permit forAutomobile Sales.  The W E
request also includes Auto Repair and
Service, Vlinor. The location is 1401 st Ave W.       

S
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Resolution IVo. R17-024

I ESOLUTION APPROVIIVG AN INTERIM USE PERMIT
14EViIV AHED BRIAIVI IIVUDEL (NORTH METRO AUTO SALES, LLC)

TO ALLOV a4UTOIlAOBILE SQ LES AND AUTOMOBILE SERVICE, MINOR, IN THE B-1
ZO(VING DISTRICT

SITE DRESS- 140 1
ST

A/ E W)

V1IHEREAS,  Kevin and Briana Wudel,  140 Main St.  N,  Cambridge,  MN 55008,

representative of the property located at:

Lots 10- 11  & the South 1/ 2 of Lot 7, Section 29, Township 36, Range 23, Bunkers
Addition, Isanti County, Minnesota

has applied for an Interim Use Permit to allow automobile sales and automobile service, minor,

in the B- 1 zoning district; and

WFIEREAS, The Planning Agency of the City has compieted a review of the application
and made a report pertaining to said request, a copy of which has been presented to the City
Council; and

WHERE 4S, The Planning Commission of the City, on the 2nd day of IVlay, 2017,
following proper notice, held a public hearing to review the request and adopted a
recommendation that the Interim Use Permit be approved; and

VIlHEREAS, the City Council, on the 15th day of May, 2017, reviewred the Planning
Commission' s recommendation and the information prepared by the Planning Agency of the
City and finds that the proposed Interim Use is compatible with the City's Comprehensive
Plan.

NOW, TIiEREFORE, E IT RESOLVED, thaf the City Council of Cambridge, Minnesota,
approves the Interim Use Permit to allow automobile sales and automobile service, minor, in
the B- 1 zoning district at the location listed above, upon satisfying the conditions listed below:

1.       The Interim Use for automobile sales and minor automobile service is not
transfertable and shall only be used by Kevin and Briana Wudel, and shall
discontinue after 5 years from the date of approval.

2.       Section 156.090 Auto-Oriented Uses of the Ciiy Code must be met at all times,
where applicable.

3.       If parking demand exceeds the parking provided, the interim use shall cease.

Adopted by the Cambridge City Council
This 15th day of May, 2017

Marlys A. Palmer, Mayor

ATTEST:

Lynda J. Woulfe, City Administrator
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